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el iminating conf l icts, f ighting 

p o v e r t y  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  h i s 

contr ibut ions would never be 

fo r g o t t en .  M r.  A n n a n  t hen 

g a v e  h i s  k e y n o t e  s p e e c h : 

“Towards a More Harmonious 

World Order”. 

As the UN secretary-general 

from 1997 to 2006, Mr. Annan 

s a id that  h i s  ma in role “wa s 

to  t r y  to  m a i n t a i n  or  b r i ng 

h a r mony  a mon g  s t a t e s  a nd 

e ven  w i t h i n  cou n t r i e s  t h a t 

h a ve  f a l len  i n to 

v iolent  con f l ict”. 

T h r ou g hou t  h i s 

years of  governance 

a t  t h e  U N ,  h e 

h a s  “a r r i v e d  a t 

t h e  c o n v i c t i o n 

t h a t  h a r m o n y 

i s  g r o u n d e d  o n 

t h ree, mut ua l l y-

supporting pil lars”, 

the t h r e e  p i l l a r s 

b e i n g  “ P e a c e 

a nd Secu r i t y”,  “Su s t a i n ab le 

and Inclu s ive Development”, 

“Human Rights and the Rule 

of Law”.

G r e a t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n 

m ade  r eg a rd i ng  “Pe ace  a nd 

S e c u r i t y ” .  “ I n  h i s t o r i c a l 

terms ,  the wor ld ha s se ldom 

been as peaceful,” Mr. Annan 

m a i n t a i n e d .  T he r e  h a s  no t 

Spotlight

M
r. Kof i Annan, former 

UN Secretary-General, 

2 0 01  N o b e l  P e a c e 

P r i z e  l au re a t e ,  ch a i r m a n o f 

the Kof i Annan Foundat ion, 

v i s i t e d  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y 

f r om Apr i l  21  t o  22 ,  2 015 . 

T h i s  v i s i t  w a s  m a d e  u p o n 

t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  P e k i n g 

U n i v e r s i t y  To p  S c h o l a r s 

L e c t u r e  P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e 

Beij ing Forum for High-End 

S p e e c h e s .  M r .  A n n a n  w a s 

a ccompa n ied  by  M r.  L a m i n 

Si se, h i s Sen ior Adv i ser, and 

G e n e r a l  Z a w  W i n ,  S e n i o r 

O f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d 

Nat ions Secretar iat.

April  21,  2015
 

 On the morn ing of Apr i l 

21, Ke Yang, Execut ive Vice 

President of Peking University, 

welcomed Mr. Annan and his 

delegat ion. Ms. Ke rev iewed 

t h e  d e e p  a n d  l o n g - l a s t i n g 

relat ions between Mr. Annan 

a n d  Pe k i n g  Un i ve r s i t y.  A s 

early as 1998, Mr. Annan had 

s en t  h i s  cong r a t u l a t ion s  on 

the Centennial Anniversary of 

Pek ing Un iver s i t y.  In 2004, 

dur ing the inaugura l Beij ing 

F o r u m  ( a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

f o r u m s pon so r ed  by  PK U ), 

he  a ppo i n t e d  Jo s e ph  Reed , 

Vice Secretary Genera l of the 

United Nat ions to convey his 

be s t  w i she s .  I n  20 06 ,  when 

h i s term a s secret a r y-genera l 

o f  t h e  Un i t e d  Na t ion s  wa s 

coming to an end, Mr. Annan 

v i s ited Pek ing Univer s it y for 

the f irst t ime. 

Later that day, Mr. Annan 

had d i scu s s ion s w ith Pek ing 

University scholars and student 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  u n d e r  t h e 

topic “Some Key Points in the 

Wor ld Order”.  The meet i ng 

was chaired by Professor Yuan 

Ming, Vice President of Peking 

U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Inst itute for Strategic Studies. 

Former UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan Visits PKU  >  Zheng Zihui

Other pa r t ic ipant s  i nc luded , 

P r o f e s s o r  J i a  Q i n g g u o , 

D e a n  o f  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f 

I n t e r n a t ion a l  Re l a t ion s ,  Fu 

Jun, Execut ive Vice President 

of the School of Government, 

Wang Pe iy u ,  Vice P re s ident 

a nd  D i r e c to r  o f  t he  S choo l 

of publ ic hea l th , L i Anshan, 

Head of the A f r ica Resea rch 

Center, Lv Zhi, Director of the 

Natura l Protect ion and Socia l 

Development Research Center, 

and scholars f rom other f ields 

w e r e  a l s o  i n  a t t e n d a n c e . 

Student repre sent at ive s f rom 

t h e  Mo d e l  Un i t e d  N a t i on s 

A s soc i a t ion and the S t udent 

International Communications 

Associat ion a l so at tended the 

forum.  

At  the for um, Mr.  A nnan 

f i r s t  s h a r ed  h i s  i d e a s  a bout 

t he  t r emendou s  ch a n g e s  i n 

r e c e n t  y e a r s  a n d  h o w  t h e 

United Nations dealt with the 

ch a l lenge s .  M r.  A n nan a l so 

empha s i z ed  t he  i mpor t a nce 

and necessity of strengthening 

internat iona l cooperat ion in 

va r iou s  a spec t s .  Schol a r s  o f 

var ious f ields then shared their 

v iews on t he cu r rent  wor ld 

order and posed quest ions to 

M r.  A n n a n .  T he  a t t end i n g 

students also had the chance to 

voice their thoughts. 

Mr. Annan sa id that it was 

a  plea su re to be i nv ited and 

that he was deeply impressed 

by Peking University students. 

Jud g i ng  f r om t he  que s t ion s 

t h e y  r a i s e d ,  s t u d e n t s  h a v e 

put much thought into i s sues 

regarding internat iona l a f fa ir s 

a n d  h u m a n  c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

H e  h o p e s  t o  v i s i t  P e k i n g 

University again in the future 

and expressed h is best wishes 

for the Beijing Forum. Final ly, 

Z h u  S h a n l u ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f 

t he  PKU Counc i l  pre sented 

M r .  A n n a n  w i t h  a  s e t  o f 

c o m m e m o r a t i v e  e n v e l o p e s 

joint ly i s sued by the Un ited 

Nat ion s  Po s t a l  Depa r t ment , 

t h e  B e i j i n g  F o r u m ,  a n d 

t h e  C h i n e s e  P h i l a t e l i c 

Corporation.

April 22, 2015

On Apr i l  22 , Lin J i anhua , 

President of Peking University 

p r e s e n t e d  M r .  A n n a n  w i t h 

t he  "Pek i ng Un iver s i t y  Top 

Scholar s Lecture Plan" meda l 

and cer t i f icate. President Lin 

J i a n hu a  p a i d  h i s  t r i bu t e  t o 

Mr.  A nnan for  h i s  e f for t  i n 

“ “I was inspired by Mr. Annan’s speech, espe-
cially when he talked about youth leadership. 
He said to us that it’s never too early to start 
things, and I agree completely.

02 03
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a s  an impor t ant  s t ep i n th i s 

d i rect ion.

A f t e r  h i s  keynote  speech , 

M r .  A n n a n  r e s p o n d e d 

t o  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  t h e 

a ud i e n c e  on  i s s u e s  s u ch  a s 

c l i m a t e  ch a nge ,  t e ch no log y 

t r a n s f e r ,  g ende r  i s s ue s ,  a nd 

peacekeeping operat ions. 

“ A n  E x p e r i e n c e d  a n d 
Wise Grandfather ”

D e s p i t e  h i s  y e a r s  a t  t h e 

helm of the Un ited Nat ions , 

Mr. Annan was a s amiable a s 

ever. 

W e i w e i ,  a  s o p h o m o r e 

s t uden t  a t  t he  PK U Hea l t h 

C e n t r e ,  s a i d :  “ I  w a s  s o 

i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  p e a c e f u l 

p o w e r ,  s t r o n g  w i l l ,  a n d 

pos i t ive hope that  emanated 

f r o m  M r .  A n n a n ' s  s p e e c h . 

F r o m  i t ,  I  c o u l d  f e e l  h i s 

c a r e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

for  t he  younger  gener a t ion , 

a s  i f  I  wa s  l i s t en i n g  t o  t he 

n u g g e t s  o f  w i s d o m  f r o m 

a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  w i s e 

g randfather.”

W e i  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y 

one i n spi red by Mr.  Annan. 

Am i H iguch i ,  a  f re shman a t 

t he  S choo l  o f  I n t e r n a t ion a l 

S t u d i e s ,  f e l t  t h e  s a m e ,  “ I 

wa s honored to meet one of 

t he  mo s t  i n f luen t i a l  peop le 

i n  t he  wor ld ,  M r.  A n nan .  I 

wa s in spi red by Mr. Annan' s 

s p e e ch ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when  he 

ta lked about youth leadersh ip. 

He s a id to u s  tha t  i t ’s  never 

too early to st a r t th ing s, and 

I ag ree completely.” 
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been con f l ic t between major 

p ow e r s  f o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e . 

Ye t  n o t  f a r  b e n e a t h  t h e 

sur face, internat iona l order i s 

churn ing. A f ter the f inancia l 

cr i s i s in 2007-2008 and war s 

i n  I r a q  a n d  A f g h a n i s t a n , 

western countr ies have shown 

s i g n s  o f  d i s eng a gement  a nd 

ret renchment. Whi le anc ient 

c i v i l i z a t i o n s  l i k e  C h i n a 

a n d  I n d i a  a r e  “ r e c l a i m i n g 

t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  p l a c e  i n 

wor ld a f f a i r s”.  The wor ld i s 

re shu f f l i ng ,  and th i s  i s  why 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n 

i s  v i t a l  t o  m a n a g i n g  t h e 

changes.

“Sust a inable and Inclu s ive 

D e v e l o p m e n t ”  m e a n s  t o 

d e ve l o p  w h i l e  “ i m p r ov i n g 

the l ives of bi l l ions of people 

i n  t he  proce s s”.  M r.  A n na n 

explained that “China is at the 

hea r t  o f  i t ,  h av ing ach ieved 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  e c o n o m i c 

g row th over the l a s t  th i r t y-

f ive yea r s .” Ch ina ha s l i f ted 

m a n y  o f  i t s  p e o p l e  o u t  o f 

pover t y,  cont r ibut ing to the 

a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h e  U N ’ s 

M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t 

Goals.

A  f u l l  a nd  non - s e l e c t i ve 

r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  “ H u m a n 

Rights and the Rule of Law” 

i s a l so an impor tant pi l l a r of 

a ha rmon ious wor ld . Human 

r ights are often seen as western 

luxur ies that contr ibute l it t le 

t o  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h .  M r . 

Annan pointed that in 1948, 

the Genera l  A s sembly of the 

Un i t ed Nat ion s  h ad a l r e ady 

p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  U n i v e r s a l 

Declarat ion on Human Rights 

a s  a  c o m m o n  s t a n d a r d  o f 

achievement for al l peoples and 

al l nations. 

I n  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  M r . 

A n n a n  s h a r e d  h i s  t hou g h t s 

on Ch in a .  He be l ieved t h a t 

a s  t h e  e c o n o m y  d e v e l o p s 

a n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  f o r e i g n 

t r a d e  i n c r e a s e s ,  i t  i s  i n 

China’s interest to see a more 

“pro sperou s  a nd 

peaceful world based 

on common rules 

o f  i n t e r n a t ion a l 

trade, investment, 

and market-based 

exchange r a te s”. 

When addressing 

th reat s  to g loba l 

p e a c e  a n d 

proper t y, a s  wel l 

as cl imate change 

and other  g loba l 

i s s u e s ,  C h i n a 

s h o u l d  p l a y  a 

more  i mpor t a n t 

r o l e  a n d  t a k e  o n  m o r e 

r e spon s ib i l i t i e s .  M r.  A n na n 

i s  i n f avor of Ch ina’s  recent 

bann ing of ca rbon em i s s ion s 

T
h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 

Republ ic  o f  A r men i a , 

S e r z h  S a r g s y a n ,  l e d 

a  de leg a t ion to v i s i t  Pek i ng 

U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U )  o n  t h e 

morn ing of March 27, 2015. 

Z h u  S h a n l u ,  C h a i r m a n  o f 

PKU Council and Lin Jianhua, 

President of PKU received the 

guests at the Ying jie Overseas 

Exchange Cente r.  P re s ident 

S a r g s y a n  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e 

t i t l e  o f  hono r a r y  p r o f e s s o r 

and del ivered a speech on the 

foreign policy of the Republic 

of Armenia. 

Friendships and 
Cooperation

Cha i rman Zhu ex tended a 

wa r m welcome to  P re s ident 

Sa rg syan and h i s  deleg at ion. 

He spoke of the f ru it fu l t a lk 

be t ween P re s ident  S a rg s yan 

a n d  C h i n a ’ s  P r e s i d e n t  X i 

J i nping ,  and he s a id th a t  he 

bel ieved that educat iona l and 

cu l t u r a l  exch ange s  be t ween 

t wo count r ie s  h a s  reached a 

new s t a g e  due  t o  P r e s id en t 

S a r g s y a n’s  v i s i t  t o  Ch i n a—

the f ir st for the president. He 

praised President Sargsyan for 

a t t a ch i n g  g r e a t  i mpor t a nce 

to educat ion and pointed out 

that many young people f rom 

Armenia are now studying in 

Peking University.

P r e s i d en t  L i n  s t a t e d  t h a t 

both Ch ina and Armen ia a re 

count r ie s  w i t h  long h i s tor y 

and ancient tradit ions. During 

the times of the old Si lk Road, 

A r men i a  wa s  a  f l ou r i s h i n g 

s t a t ion tha t  fo s tered a long-

s t a n d i n g  l i n k  b e t we e n  t h e 

s ou t h  l i n e  a n d  n o r t h  l i n e . 

A r m e n i a ’ s  g ove r n m e n t  h a s 

v i e w e d  X i  J i n p i n g ’ s  p l a n 

o n  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  S i l k 

R o a d  f a v o r a b l y ;  A r m e n i a 

i s  c on s i d e r e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 

node of the China Si lk Road 

Economic Zone. There i s no 

doubt that this wil l encourage 

co l l a bo r a t i on  b e t ween  t wo 

cou n t r i e s  i n  v a r iou s  f i e l d s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  e d u c a t i o n , 

technology, and culture.

Dur ing President Sargsyan’s 

speech, he det a i led the deep 

and lasting fr iendship between 

Armenia and China. China was 

one of the f i r s t  count r ie s  to 

est abl i sh d iplomat ic relat ions 

with Armenia. “We hold China 

in special respect since Chinese 

p e o p l e  a l w ay s  e n d e avo r  t o 

protect their cultural traditions 

and legacy,” he sa id , “Ch ina 

also devotes itself to the reform 

a n d  h a s  c h o s e n  a  c o r r e c t 

way  o f  d e ve l opmen t  wh i ch 

br ings great achievements and 

economic prosperity.”

Ch i n a  h a s  a lway s  s ou g h t 

to improve f r iend ly relat ions 

w i t h  d i f f e r en t  cou nt r ie s  on 

t h e  b a s i s  o f  e q u a l i t y  a n d 

mutua l benef it .  Cooperat ion 

between Armen ia and Ch ina 

has a lways played a v ita l role 

in Armenia’s diplomatic policy 

and it benef its a great number 

of Armenians. “In recent years, 

we have received wholehearted 

s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  C h i n e s e 

gover nment and people .  We 

Armenian President Visits PKU
>  Yuan Yating
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a l s o  o v e r c a m e  e c o n o m i c 

h a rd sh ip s  du r i ng per iod s  o f 

ch a n g e  a nd  t r a n s i t ion  w i t h 

C h i n a ’s  h e l p  a n d  a ch i e v e d 

e n o r m o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t s .” 

Du r i ng t h i s  v i s i t ,  P re s ident 

S a r g s y a n  s i g ned  a  s e r i e s  o f 

a g r e e me n t s  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t 

X i J i nping ,  w ith the a im of 

promoting pol it ica l dia logues, 

st rengthening the relat ionship 

between two countries’ leaders, 

and encouraging col laborat ion 

in al l kinds of areas, including 

t rade, in f ra st ructure, cu lture, 

education, and tourism.

“A r m e n i a ’ s  r a i l w a y  g o e s 

through the Si lk Road Zone. 

I  hope tha t  th i s  r a i lway can 

a c c e l e r a t e  o u r  e c o n o m i c 

cooper a t ion w ith Ch ina” he 

to ld the aud ience,  “Be s ide s , 

A r men i a  wa r m l y  we l come s 

C h i n e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  t o 

b u i l d  t h e  A r m e n i a - I r a n 

r a i lway, en su r ing a ba l anced 

deve lopment  o f  t he  r eg ion . 

It  can a l so f ac i l i t a te Ch ina’s 

e c o n o m i c  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e 

Cauca su s reg ion, wh ich w i l l 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c e m e n t  S i n o -

A r me n i a  r e l a t i on s h i p .”  He 

e s p e c i a l l y  s t r e s s e d  t he  t wo 

nat ions’ consociat ion in terms 

of human it ie s educat ion and 

i nvoked t he  ex a mple  o f  t he 

n e w  C o n f u c i u s  I n s t i t u t e 

i n  Ye r e v a n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f 

Armenia. 

Principles behind 
Armenia’s Foreign Policies

“When draft ing our foreign 

policies, what Armenia defends 

i s not on ly our own st rateg ic 

interest s but the secur it y and 

stabi l ity of the whole world as 

wel l,” said President Sargsyan, 

“It  i s  due to th i s  con s i s t ent 

diplomatic policy that Armenia 

i s now a rel iable cooperat ive 

p a r t ne r  a nd  i t s  s t a ndpo i n t s 

a r e  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  b y  t h e 

global society. Our diplomatic 

po l i c ie s  h ave  t he i r  roo t s  i n 

t rust, mutua l benef it, 

a nd  t a k i ng  com mon 

r e s p on s i b i l i t y.  O u r 

r e s p on s i b i l i t y  i s  t o 

protec t  t he pol i t ic a l 

stabi l ity and economic 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 

r e g i o n  a n d  a d o p t  a n  o p e n 

a t t i t ude towa rd s  deve loping 

fr iendly relat ions with var ious 

countr ies in the world.”

The president said that when 

the reg ion and the world a re 

not peace f u l ,  the chaos tha t 

en sue s  w i l l  i nev i t ab ly  h a r m 

Armenia’ development. “As a 

result, we pay special attention 

to inter nat iona l  cooperat ion 

i n  o r d e r  t o  s t r e n g t h e n 

internat iona l secur it y. War s , 

e x t r e m i s m ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e 

contr ibute nothing to solv ing 

t he  prob lem ,” he  s a id ,  “We 

shou ld make ever y e f for t  to 

keep the stabi l ity and safety of 

our nation.”

 “One impor tant pr inc iple 

o f  A r men i a’s  fore i g n po l ic y 

i s  t o  t a ke  i n t o  a c cou n t  t he 

o v e r a l l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o u r 

sur round ing secur it y sy stem. 

I t  ab so lu t e l y  c a n not  be  ju s t 

word s .  A s  s t r a t eg ic  pa r t ner s 

a n d  a l l i e s ,  A r m e n i a  a n d 

Ru s s i a  h ave  s i g ned a  t r e a t y 

o f  F r i end sh ip,  Coope r a t ion 

a n d  M u t u a l  A s s i s t a n c e , 

which i s an impor tant a spect 

o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  A r m e n i a ’ s 

s e c u r i t y , ”  s a i d  P r e s i d e n t 

Sarg syan, “At the same t ime, 

w e  a l s o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

re l a t ion sh ip w ith the Nor th 

At lant ic Treat y Organ izat ion 

( N A T O ) ,  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n 

s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  s e c u r i t y 

a n d  s t a b i l i t y  o f  K o s o v o , 

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  a nd  t he  S t a t e 

of Libya . Another impor t ant 

way for Armenia to mainta in 

i t s  s ecu r i t y  i s  to  s t r eng then 

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  i t s  d i r e c t 

neighbors, such as Georgia and 

Iran.”

“ O n  J a n u a r y  2 ,  2 0 1 5 , 

A rmen ia joined the Eura s ian 

E c o n o m i c  U n i o n ,  w h i c h 

presents a new prospect for our 

e conom ic  d eve lopmen t  a nd 

c r e a t e s  good cond i t ion s  fo r 

attracting foreign investments. 

C o n s i d e r i n g  h i s t o r i c a l 

relat ionsh ips, a g reat number 

of A rmen ian expat r i a te s and 

the geopol it ica l and economic 

interests, we are committed to 

consolidating our relationships 

with Middle Eastern countr ies. 

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  A s i a 

Pac i f ic  count r ie s  a s  a  whole 

have become a new center of 

world pol it ics , so forward ing 

ou r  f r i end l y  r e l a t ion s  w i t h 

these countr ies i s a l so one of 

t he  d i r e c t ion s  o f  A r men i a’s 

foreign policy.”

M
y  s e cond  s e me s t e r 

a t  “ B e i d a ”  ( a 

nickname for Peking 

U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  w a s  s l i g h t l y 

dif ferent from what I expected. 

When I was volunteering on a 

f a rm in rura l Sichuan dur ing 

Spr ing Fest iva l , I s l ipped and 

tore the l igaments in my ankle 

and knee. The doctor told me 

to  r e s t  up  a nd  u s e  c r u t che s 

fo r  t he  nex t  f i ve  week s .  A t 

f i r s t ,  I  wa s  qu ite deva s t a ted 

t h a t  I  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  d o 

t he  t h i n g s  I  l ove :  r u n n i ng , 

rock cl imbing, and Kung Fu. 

Leading my dai ly l i fe was a lso 

a huge chal lenge. However, as 

I g radua l ly adjusted to us ing 

crutches, I real ised the positive 

th ings that I could ga in f rom 

this experience. 

Last semester was a blur of 

activities; I would dash around 

c a m pu s  on  my  b i c yc l e ,  e a t 

lunch with my f r iends at the 

c a n t e en ,  p r a c t i ce  Ku ng  Fu , 

o r  exe r c i s e  on  t he  r u n n i n g 

track unti l late in the evening. 

Even my weekends were spent 

hik ing with “Shan Ying She” 

( PK U ’s  “Mou n t a i n  E a g l e s” 

Mou n t a i ne e r i n g  S oc i e t y )  – 

there was such an abundance 

of act iv it ies! However, due to 

my unt imely injur y, my busy 

l i fe wa s t u rned ups ide down 

and campus l i fe became ver y 

dif ferent. 

In s tead of  r u sh ing a round 

c a m pu s  on  m y  b i k e ,  I  w a s 

r e duc e d  t o  s l ow l y  hopp i n g 

a l on g  on  m y  c r u t ch e s .  My 

f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  c a n t e e n 

w i t h  c l u t c h e s  w a s  a  l i t t l e 

over whe l m ing.  People  were 

rushing here and there, and I 

was so afraid that I might sl ip 

and fa l l. I a l so had a problem 

– how would I carry my tray? 

I  needed bo th  h a nd s  to  u se 

my crutches so there wa s no 

way I could carry it.  Luckily, 

a lmost every time this problem 

“ “I n  r e c e nt  ye a r s ,  we  h ave  
r e c e i v e d  w h o l e h e a r t e d  
s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  C h i n e s e  
g ove rn m e nt  a n d  p e o p l e .
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arose, someone helped me. At 

lunch, my cl a s smate s bought 

food for me and del ivered it 

to my table. Whenever I was 

st ruggl ing to walk upsta ir s or 

open doors, passer s-by would 

come to my aid.

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  a n 

u n fo r t u n a t e  i n ju r y  b e c a me 

a  ch a nce  t o  ex pe r i ence  t he 

k indne s s  and thought f u l ne s s 

of Peking University students. 

M y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  f e l l o w 

student s were a lways w i l l ing 

t o  he lp  me ,  whe t he r  i t  wa s 

holding open a door for me or 

helping me c l imb the s t a i r s . 

Hoppi ng a round c a mpu s  on 

c r utche s ac t ua l ly became an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  n e w 

people and exper ience many 

simple acts of kindness. 

I  n e ve r  a p p r e c i a t e d  how 

u s e f u l  i t  i s  t o  h a v e  t w o 

work ing leg s  unt i l  I  wa s  on 

c r u t che s .  Ve r y  s i mp le  t a s k s 

s uch  a s  t a k i n g  a  s howe r  o r 

making a cup of tea sudden ly 

become a huge cha l lenge for 

m e .  B e i n g  o n  c r u t c h e s  i n 

Ch ina i s e spec ia l ly d i f f icu lt . 

Not every building has a ramp 

o r  a n  e l e v a t o r  f o r  d i s a b l e d 

p e o p l e .  P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t 

inconvenient of al l is trying to 

use the Chinese squat-toi let s 

on one leg! Travel l ing to PKU 

eve r y  d ay  t o  a t t end  l e s s on s 

a l so posed a problem, 

especial ly since I l ived 

30 minutes away f rom 

s c h o o l  b y  b i c y c l e . 

Ever y morn ing I had 

c l a s s  a t  8am, and my 

o n l y  o p t i o n  w a s  t o 

b r ave  t he  r u s h  hou r 

t r a f f ic  on one leg.  It 

i s  a l mo s t  i mpo s s i b l e 

to f ind an empty tax i at 7am 

ne a r  my  home ,  s o  I  h a d  t o 

take the publ ic buses. Even as 

early as 6:30am the buses were 

packed with people. At f ir st I 

was worr ied, however, Beijing 

people were happy to help me 

onto the bus and even gave up 

their seats so that I could sit.

A f t e r  my  r a t he r  s t r e s s f u l 

j o u r n e y  t o  c a m p u s ,  I  w a s 

a l w a y s  h a p p y  t o  a r r i v e  a t 

Beida. Every morning, I would 

buy mysel f some break fa st at 

t h e  c a n t e e n ,  howe ve r ,  one 

m o r n i n g  m y  c a r d  h a d  n o 

money – not even enough for 

a cup of soy mi lk! I began to 

hop sad ly away. Then I heard 

a shout and foot s teps beh ind 

me. A girl caught up with me 

and thrust a cup of soya mi lk 

i nto my hand .  L i t t le  ac t s  o f 

kindness l ike this made me feel 

a lot more optimistic about my 

predicament. 

The greatest act of kindness 

I  ex pe r ienced  wa s  f rom my 

host family in Sichuan. I spent 

Spr ing Fe s t iva l  volunteer ing 

on a pig farm in rural Sichuan. 

L i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  C h i n a  w a s 

a n  exc i t i n g  ex pe r i ence  a nd 

a l so the per fect way to enjoy 

the fest iv it ie s of the Chinese 

New Yea r.  However,  i t  wa s 

in th i s beaut i f u l set t ing that 

I t r ipped and injured my leg. 

The farm family took excel lent 

care of me: they accompanied 

me  t o  ho s p i t a l ,  c a r r i e d  me 

around the house and cooked 

excel lent food to cheer me up! 

The ow ner  o f  t he  f a r m wa s 

i n  f ac t  a n a lum nu s o f  PKU. 

After hear ing the news of my 

injury, he immediately bought 

a plane t icket f rom Mianyang 

to Be i j i ng and accompan ied 

me on the f l ight. I could not 

be more g ratefu l toward s my 

farm family and their kindness 

towards me. Exper iencing the 

k indne s s  of  Ch ine se people , 

especia l ly Beida students, has 

been the posit ive aspect of my 

unfortunate injury. 

Another pos it ive a spect of 

my injury was that it actua l ly 

gave me the chance to try new 

things that I would never have 

t r i ed  o t he r w i s e .  Be fo r e  my 

injur y, I spent a l l  my lei sure 

t ime playing sports but due to 

my injury I needed to rest for 

th ree month s .  At f i r s t  I  wa s 

qu i t e  d ep r e s s ed ,  a nd  ended 

up s i t t i ng in my f l a t  a l l  d ay 

with nothing to do. However, 

I  d e c i d e d  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e 

oppor t u n i t y  a nd  u s e  i t  a s  a 

chance to try new activities. At 

the PKU societies fair, I signed 

up  fo r  m a ny  new a c t i v i t i e s 

t h a t  do  no t  i nvo l ve  s po r t s ! 

My inju r y g ave me a chance 

t o  l e a r n  t o  p l a y  a  m u s i c a l 

i n s t r ument ,  read book s ,  and 

take part in cultura l exchange 

groups. 

A s  t hey  s ay,  ‘Eve r y  b l a ck 

c l o u d  h a s  a  s i l v e r  l i n i n g ’. 

I r on i c a l l y,  hopp i n g  a r ou nd 

c ampu s  h a s  ac t u a l l y  opened 

up new opportunit ies, created 

new fr iendships, and ultimately 

made me a stronger person.

M
ost of us Malaysians 

s t udy ing a t  Pek ing 

Un i ve r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

a re  Ch ine se ,  but  we do not 

emph a s i z e  ou r  r a c e :  we  a l l 

a re Ma l ay s i an s com ing f rom 

the s ame count r y.  People of 

a l l  r ace s  i n Ma l ay s i a  l ive i n 

h a r mony  a nd  w i t h  r e s p e c t , 

s p e a k i n g  mo s t l y  i n  B a h a s a 

Melayu when chatting between 

d i f f e r en t  r a ce s  a nd i nv i t i ng 

t h o s e  f r o m  o t h e r  r a c e s  t o 

their wedding ceremonies and 

New Yea r ’s  “open house” a s 

wel l. The only moment I told 

someone I’m a Chinese is when 

I answer their quest ions: Why 

do you speak Ch ine se  wel l ? 

I  a lway s te l l  them, Ma l ay s i a 

i s  a  mu l t i - c u l t u r a l  cou n t r y 

a n d  w e  o f t e n  s p e a k  t h r e e 

languages includ ing Chinese. 

In Ma l ay s i a ,  I  u sua l ly speak 

Ch inese so I ’m not h indered 

by a language bar r ier here at 

PKU. However, I am 

sti l l an international 

s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e 

w a y  I  g r e w  u p  i s 

t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t 

w i t h  t h a t  o f  l o c a l 

C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t s , 

w h i c h  r e s u l t s 

i n  s o m e  c u l t u r e 

shock be t ween my 

e x p e r i e n c e s  b a c k 

in Malaysia and my 

exper iences here in 

China.

One of the biggest 

c u l t u r e  s h o c k s  i n 

Ch i n a  wa s  when  I 

went  to the pu b l i c 

b a t h r o o m  i n 

K h o o  Te c k  P u a t 

Gymnasium for the 

f irst t ime, and that’s because I 

was born in a countr y where 

publ ic shower s prov ide much 

more privacy to each person—

you c a n’t  s e e  eve r yone  a nd 

ever y th ing wh i le shower ing. 

M a l a y s i a  i s  h o t  b e c a u s e  i t 

i s  loc a t ed nea r  t he  equa tor, 

s o  I  h ave  t o  s hower  a l mo s t 

e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  I  h a v e  t o 

dea l w ith the publ ic shower s 

r eg u l a r l y.  Luck i l y  for  me,  I 

spend most of my t ime w ith 

Column
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I  n eve r  a p p r e c i a t e d  h ow 
useful it is to have two work-
ing legs until I was on crutch-
es. Very simple tasks such as 
taking a shower or making a 
cup of tea suddenly become 
a huge challenge for me.
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loca l Chinese f r iends, and in 

throughout these d i f f icu lt ies , 

my Ch ine se f r iend s he lp me 

a lot. They share their stor ies 

and knowledge, tel l me about 

Ch i n a ,  i n t r oduce  d e l i c iou s 

cu i s i ne  to  me ,  a nd he lp  me 

adapt to my new environment.

A f t e r  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a n d 

adapting to the culture shock, 

I star ted to love th is cit y and 

he r  cu l t u re ,  a nd I  beg an to 

t r u l y  l ove  m y  co l l e g e ,  t h e 

S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  a n d 

Communication. The School ’s 

t e a che r s  a nd  c l a s sm a t e s  g e t 

along wel l with each other and 

treat each other as family. My 

most unforgettable memory in 

PKU is the time my classmates 

and I t r aveled to Qing Long 

X i a .  T he  we a t he r  wa s  s t i l l 

co ld  bu t  we  con s ide r ed  t he 

tr ip to be our “spring outing”. 

I  w i l l  a lway s remember that 

a f t e r  enjoy ing ou r ba rbeque 

for dinner, we huddled around 

the campf ire and counted stars 

i n the beaut i f u l  n ight .  That 

d ay,  we  wa l ked  a rou nd  t he 

tourist attractions and kept on 

taking photographs and sel f ies 

n o n s t o p .  I n  t h e  n i g h t ,  we 

played al l kinds of games, too. 

That was the craz iest n ight I 

have ever had in my freshman 

y e a r .  G u y s  a n d  g i r l s  w e r e 

drinking and playing mahjong; 

and others played snooker and 

ping pong. 

S t u d y i n g  i n  P K U  i s  a n 

exce l l en t  ex pe r ience .  I  me t 

with many famous people and 

l i s t ened to the i r  speeche s .  I 

gained a lot from these events. 

Most  of  the t a l k s  d i scu s s i ng 

interest ing topics a l so helped 

me th ink out s ide of the box. 

Fu r ther more,  I  took pa r t  i n 

my col lege’s student union and 

ser ved a s a secret a r y. I spent 

my second yea r  mos t ly w ith 

this student union, which was 

ful l of happiness and hardship. 

For example, we threw a New 

Year’s par ty last semester, and 

we had countless meetings and 

things we had to accomplish in 

order to prepare for the party. 

I was responsible for the video 

cl ips of the new-year blessing 

f rom t e ache r s  a nd s t udent s , 

wh ich took me a lot of t ime 

to f in i sh it . Despite the hard 

work, I feel that I g a ined so 

much f rom th i s  ex per ience . 

Memor ie s  a nd  eve r y t h i ng  I 

learnt f rom the preparat ion of 

that party make me appreciate 

and cherish my time at PKU.

L i f e  i n  B e i j i n g  a n d  t h e 

w a y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  P K U 

d i f f e r  f r o m  w h a t  I  h a v e 

exper ienced in Malaysia. The 

b i g g e s t  d i f f e r ence  b e t ween 

P K U  a n d  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l 

i n  Ma l ay s i a  i s  t h a t  my h igh 

s choo l  encou r a g ed  s t uden t s 

to par t ic ipate in club event s , 

so they requ i red s t udent s  to 

a t t end t ho se  a c t iv i t ie s  once 

a  week .  Howeve r ,  a t  PK U, 

ever y th ing i s volunta r y—the 

s t udent choose s for h imsel f /

her se l f  whether to t a ke pa r t 

i n  a  s t u d e n t  c l u b  o r  n o t . 

Furthermore, students are free 

to  choo se  t he i r  a s soc i a t ion s 

and there is no need to attend 

its every activity. For example, 

I joined four dif ferent clubs in 

the f irst semester and changed 

t o  o t h e r  c l u b s  d u r i n g  t h e 

fol lowing semester. A lthough 

I  a m  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e s e 

c lub s ,  I  do  not  a t t end mos t 

of  the ac t iv i t ie s  becau se my 

s chedu le  wa s  ju s t  t oo  bu s y. 

U l t i m a t e l y,  t he  a s s o c i a t ion 

that I par t ic ipate in the most 

i s  t he  s t uden t  u n ion  o f  t he 

S c h o o l  o f  J o u r n a l i s m  a n d 

Communication. 

Be s ide s  ab sorb i ng Be i j i ng 

and Ch ine se cu l t u re here a t 

PKU, we Ma laysians a l so t r y 

ou r  be s t  t o  sp r e ad  ou r  ow n 

cu l t u re  t h roughout  c ampu s , 

e spec ia l ly dur ing the annua l 

PK U I n t e r n a t ion a l  Cu l t u r e 

Fest iva l ,  where internat iona l 

s t u d e n t s  f r o m  o v e r  1 0 0 

cou n t r i e s  s e t  up  t he i r  ow n 

b o o t h s  a n d  s howc a s e  t h e i r 

cu lt u re s and cu i s ine s .  In my 

f r e s h m a n  ye a r ,  I  he l p ed  by 

prepa r ing cur r y for the food 

s t a n d  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

C u l t u r e  F e s t i v a l .  D u r i n g 

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r e 

F e s t i v a l  o f  m y  s o p h o m o r e 

year, I showcased ever y th ing 

“Malaysian”: I did this through 

pho to s ,  w i t h  t he  M a l ay s i a n 

game “congkak”, and with the 

hand decorations cal led “henna 

ina i ” wh ich at t r ac ted a long 

queue at the Mayaysia booth..

S p e n d i n g  t i m e  a t  P K U 

makes me feel  happy. In the 

b e g i n n i n g ,  e ve r y t h i n g  wa s 

new and chal lenging, but now 

everything has become familiar 

to me. Indeed, getting a chance 

to study at PKU for four years 

i s a prec ious oppor tun it y for 

me to better know the world.

The State of Living

R e s i d e n c e  b u i l d i n g  3 6 , 

loca ted on the south end of 

Pek ing Univer sit y, looks l ike 

a t ypica l s ix- stor y resident ia l 

complex ,  ye t  i t  i s  a  u n ique 

d o r m i t o r y  w he r e  d i f f e r e n t 

worlds meet. Thanks to Yuan 

Pe i  C o l l e g e ’s  n e w  hou s i n g 

pol icy, internat iona l student s 

can apply to l ive on campus 

with their Chinese peers. This 

pol icy wa s enacted l a s t yea r, 

and thus far, twelve f reshmen 

f r om t h r e e  con t i nen t s  h ave 

c h o s e n  t o  c a l l  t h i s  p l a c e 

“home”. 

I t  s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e  t h a t 

Yu a n  Pe i  Co l l e g e  h a s  b e en 

d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  “ t e s t i n g 
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g r o u n d s ”  f o r  t h i s  p i l o t 

p rog r a m .  Fo r  s t a r t e r s ,  i t  i s 

a l ready an exper imenta l f ield 

for l ibera l educat ion; Yuanpei 

students can take courses from 

any depa r tment ,  and choose 

t he i r  major  f rom more th an 

th i r t y d i sc ipl ine s .  The Yuan 

Pe i  do r m i s  t he  on l y  p l a c e 

on  c a mpu s  whe re  a  s t uden t 

majoring in – say, mathematics 

–  wou l d  s h a r e  a  b u n k  b e d 

w i t h  a  s t uden t  m a jo r i n g  i n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  ( a s 

i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  m y  d o r m ) , 

wh ich c rea te s  an i ntere s t i ng 

environment. 

Other international students 

d o  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  t h e 

option of l iving in dormitories 

w i t h  t h e i r  C h i n e s e  p e e r s . 

M o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  f a c e d 

w i t h  t h r ee  cho ice s :  L ive  i n 

Zhongguanyuan Global Vil lage 

(across the road on the east side 

Not a Different Quack 
International Students in Chinese Dorms
>  Andrew Mao
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of campus), rent a dwel l ing of f 

campus, and some international 

students l ive in the Shaoyuan 

residence complex on campus. 

We’re Worlds Apart

Ye t ,  t h e  r e a l  p a r a d i g m 

i s ,  l iv ing a t  the epicenter of 

Ch i ne se  u n ive r s i t y  c a mpu s , 

v e r s e s  s e t t l i n g  i n  a  m o r e 

remote internat iona l- s tudent 

e c o s y s t e m ,  n o t  t o  s a y  t h e 

l a t t e r  l a ck s  a ny exc i t ement , 

but rather to highlight a sense 

of  p s ycholog ic a l  w ithd r awa l 

f rom the Chinese community. 

P e r h a p s  s o m e  i n s i d e r s  a t 

t h e  G l o b a l  V i l l a g e  m i g h t 

f ind th i s  cha rac ter i z at ion an 

exaggerat ion, but th is exact ly 

i l lust rates the l imit of mutua l 

awareness and under stand ing. 

As mat ter of f act , the rea son 

many i n te r n a t iona l  s t udent s 

cho o s e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  3 6 t h 

b u i l d i n g  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e i r 

concern of det achment f rom 

lo c a l  s t ud en t s .  A s  Sh i n i ch i 

M i z o b u c h i ,  a n  e c o n o m i c s 

s o p h o m o r e  f r o m  J a p a n , 

e x p l a i n s ,  “ B e f o r e  c o m i n g 

to PKU, my sen ior s  wa r ned 

th a t  I  m ight  not  h ave much 

oppor t un i t y  to eng age w ith 

Ch ine se  s t udent s  a s  we l ive 

s e p a r a t e l y.”  K i m Su  I n ,  a n 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s 

f re shman f rom South Korea , 

a l so clar i f ies, “I chose to l ive 

i n  ‘ 3 6’  t o  m a ke  more  lo c a l 

fr iends.” 

 The Melting Pot

S o  h o w  w e l l  h a v e  Yu a n 

Pe i ’s  i n t e r n a t ion a l  s t uden t s 

integrated? Just peek into thei r 

l ives and the answer becomes 

ev ident. I a sk K im Su In and 

her roommate, “Can you two 

com mun ic a t e  f r ee l y? ”  They 

look at each other and break 

out laughing at the absurd it y 

of the quest ion. Yet ba rely a 

year ago, K im feared that her 

room mate s  wou ld be unable 

to under stand her Chinese. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s 

t h a t  C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d 

i n t e r n a t i on a l  s t ud en t s  m ay 

have of each other, they have 

more  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t h a n  t hey 

a r e  i n i t i a l l y  aw a r e  o f .  F o r 

in s t ance, they read the same 

n ove l s ,  A  S o n g  o f  I c e  a n d 

Fi re; play the same computer 

g a me s ,  L e a g ue  o f  L eg end s ; 

a n d  m u n c h  o n  t h e  s a m e 

notor iou s l y  f amou s  Ch ine se 

snack s , l a t i ao. Internat iona l 

student s and Chinese student s 

a re a l so equa l ly immer sed in 

PK U ’s  c l u b s  a nd  s o c i e t i e s . 

For example, Randy He f rom 

M a l a y s i a  i s  t h e  s t a r  o f  t h e 

Yu a n  Pe i  b a d m i n t on  t e a m ; 

K i m  J e o n g  H y o n  i s  a  k e y 

pl ayer of  the school ’s  tenn i s 

t e am; Der r ick Wu i s  one of 

t h e  l e a d i n g  p l a y e r s  o f  t h e 

wel l-known ba sketba l l  team, 

and most impres s ively, Susan 

C hen  14 ’  f r om C a n a d a  h a s 

e v e n  s e t  u p  h e r  v e r y  o w n 

swimming team. 

Pillow Talk in the Den

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g 

un iquely specia l about l iv ing 

together,  wh ich seems to be 

w o r k i n g  l i k e  a  c a t a l y s t —

b r e a k i n g  p r e - e x i s t i n g 

b a r r i e r s  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g 

new bond s .  E spec i a l ly when 

du sk d rops ,  and the ve i l s  of 

forma l it y dur ing dayl ight a re 

w i t hd r aw n ,  a l l  h e l l  b r e a k s 

l o o s e .  S u r e l y,  t h e  c u r i o u s 

combina t ion of  people  w ith 

d i f ferent exper ience s c reate s 

f a s c i n a t i ng  dor m dy n a m ic s . 

K i m  S u  I n  c o n f e s s e s  t h a t , 

w h e n  t h e  l i g h t s  a r e  o u t , 

s h e  a n d  h e r  o t h e r  t h r e e 

r oom m a t e s  c ud d l e  i n  t he i r 

b l a n k e t s ,  g o s s i p i n g  a b o u t 

rel at ionsh ips and boy f r iend s , 

t h i n g s  t h a t  s h e  r a r e l y 

b r i n g s  up  w i t h  o t he r s .  The 

r o o m m a t e s  o f  H a n  Ry o l , 

c l a s s  o f  2 0 14  f r o m  N o r t h 

Korea ,  revea l  to me sec ret ly 

that , dur ing se s s ions of thei r 

p i l low t a l k ,  t hey p lot  about 

“ f i nd ing a  s i g n i f ic ant  other 

f o r  o u r  f o r e i g n  f r i e n d ” . 

E s p e c i a l l y  o n  w e e k e n d 

n i g h t s ,  t h e y  t u r n  o f f  t h e i r 

a l a r m s ,  and end up chat t i ng 

a n d  l a u g h i n g  l o n g  a f t e r 

m id n i g h t ,  u n t i l  one  a mong 

them f i n a l l y  f a l l s  s i lent  and 

d r i f t s  o f f  i n t o  s l e e p .  F o r 

Der r ick, he expla in s that h i s 

d o r m  m a t e s  o f t e n  i n q u i r e 

about  Venezue l a ,  e spec i a l l y 

s i n c e  t h e  r e c e n t  e c o n o m i c 

defau lt , so he ha s to keep an 

eye on recent news so to keep 

h is roommates up to date.

O f  c o u r s e ,  d o r m  l i f e 

i n  “ 3 6 ”  i s n ’ t  a l w a y s  t h a t 

e x h i l a r a t i n g .  E s p e c i a l l y 

du r i ng  m id t e r m s  a nd  f i n a l s 

we e k ,  e ve r yone  ju s t  come s 

back f rom the study ha l l too 

t i red to t a l k .  But moreover, 

t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l 

i n s t ant s  of  awkwardne s s  and 

even content ion. Han Ryol ’s 

roommates reca l l a d iscussion 

t h a t  e n d e d  u n p l e a s a n t l y . 

“ We  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b s e n t -

m inded ly about a  f i lm ,  The 

Inter v iew (a drama depict ing 

the assassinat ion of the North 

Korean leader, Kim Jong Un). 

At f irst he (Han) thought it was 

some r a ndom Ch ine se  joke , 

but a f ter he rea l ized we were 

talking about the real f i lm, he 

was clearly upset.” For students 

f r om  d i f f e r e n t  e d uc a t i on a l 

backgrounds, polit ics is indeed 

a  s e n s i t i v e  y e t  s o m e t i m e s 

inev it able subjec t .  Sim i l a r ly, 

Sh in ich i remember s a pi l low 

ta lk regard ing the owner sh ip 

of the Diaoyu (Senkaku) Island 

from the perspectives of China 

a nd  J apa n ,  “ I  fo r g e t  how i t 

s t a r t e d ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  o u r 

d i scu s s ion got a bit  heated .” 

T hey  neve r  b roug ht  up  t he 

topic again.

Unique Snowflakes

N o  m a t t e r  h o w  w e l l -

i n t e g r a t e d  o n e  i s ,  e v e r y 

i nd iv idua l  s t i l l  h a s  per sona l 

dif ferences. For example, as his 

roommates joke, K im Kyung 

Tae ha s  a  “spec i a l  to le r ance 

for cold shower s”,  perhaps a 

remnant of h i s exper ience in 

t he  m i l i t a r y.  Der r ick  s eem s 

to be on a “perpetual business 

spree”—there are a lways heaps 

of boxes containing basketbal l 

a p p a r e l  p i l e d  o u t s i d e  h i s 

dor m door.  Der r ick get s  h i s 

sh ipment f rom f r iends in the 

United States and then reta i l s 

them to local customers. As for 

John, he s leeps except iona l ly 

e a r l y  c o m p a r e d  t o  h i s 

fel low dwel ler s , so there i s a 

deg ree of i ncompat ibi l i t y in 

t he i r  s chedu le s .  Ye t  de sp i t e 

o c c a s i o n a l  f r i c t i o n s ,  t h e y 

usual ly manage to f igure out a 

compromise. 

I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  I  w a s 

qu ite amused w ith example s 

of “reverse integrat ion”, when 

i n t e r n a t ion a l  s t uden t s  s t i ck 

to their own l i fest yle choices 

a nd  t ho s e  l i f e s t y l e s  e vo l ve 

to become the s t a t u s  quo of 

t he  en t i r e  do r m room .  Fo r 

e x a m p l e ,  C h i ne s e  s t ud e n t s 

pre fe r  to  wea r  f l ip - f lop s  i n 

the dorm room, but Sh in ich i 

prefer s wa lk ing barefoot, and 

so he successfu l ly appea led to 

h i s roommates to put pl a s t ic 

f loor ing over the t i les, hence 

their new dorm rule, “Take off 

your shoes before you come in!” 

Another example is Kim Kyung 

Tae,  whom whenever order s 

out, refuses to treat himself to 

anyth ing but Korean cuis ine. 

Now, when they order out on 

Friday nights, the entire dorm 

g e t s  Kor e a n  food  t og e t he r . 

Speak about “importing values”!

Time for Change

A l l  i n  a l l ,  d u r i n g  t h e 

interv iews, I was surpr ised at 

the degree of integration of my 

fel low internat iona l student s , 

yet at the same time, I enjoyed 

w itne s s ing a broad spec t r um 

of d i f ferent i nter ac t ion s and 

relat ions. While chatt ing with 

Randy He 14’ f rom Malaysia, 

actual ly a Yuan Pei resident at 

the Globa l Vi l lage, I rea l ized 

that life outside the wall isn’t as 

bad as I pictured af ter a l l. He 

shares a room with a f r iend ly 

fe l low Ma l ay s i a n ,  he  enjoy s 

warm showers every morning, 

and i t  seems l i ke he doe sn’t 

m ind the h igher cost of rent 

t h a t  much .  So I  g ue s s  i t  a l l 

boils down to this: The choice 

o f  l i v i n g  i s  e n t i r e l y  u p  t o 

the student s themselves . The 

experimentation of co-housing 

h a s  p roven  qu i t e  s ucce s s f u l 

in the Yuan Pei Col lege, and 

perhap s  i t  i s  about  t ime the 

school administ rat ion extends 

the oppor tun it y to ever yone, 

because we honestly aren’t that 

dif ferent.

Column

12
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People

W
hen Professor Itzhak 

Ga lnoor ta lks about 

I s r ae l i  po l i t i c s ,  he 

doesn’t rea l ly ju st t a l k about 

I s r a e l i  po l i t i c s .  R a t he r ,  he 

sh a re s  l ive l y  sn ippe t s  o f  h i s 

o w n  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e , 

i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t a l e s  o f 

t he  evo lu t ion o f  t he  Jew i sh 

s t a te .  That  i s  what  make s  i t 

a n  ab so lu t e  t r e a t  to  r ece ive 

t h e  d a z z l i n g ,  i n t e r w o v e n 

n a r r a t i ve  fo r  f i ve  d ay s  i n  a 

r o w  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s p e c i a l l y 

t a i lored cour se on the Israel i 

pol it ica l system.

Prof .  Ga l noor i s  a  f acu l t y 

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H e b r e w 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  a  s e n i o r 

f e l l o w  a t  t h e  V a n  L e e r 

I n s t i t u t e  i n  J e r u s a l e m . 

A t  t h e  p o d i u m ,  h e  i s  a 

p a s s i o n a t e  l e c t u r e r ;  h e 

h i m s e l f  e m b l e m a t i c  o f  t h e 

v e r y  h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e 

t h a t  he  o r che s t r a t e s .  W hen 

Prof. Ga lnoor ta lk s about h i s 

exper ience a s the head of the 

Civ i l Serv ice and work ing in 

the government two decades 

ago, it i s a s i f a l l boundar ie s 

of t ime and space col l apse—

we the s t udent s ,  hudd led i n 

a  c l a s s room am id s t  a  r a g i ng 

m i d - A p r i l  s a n d s t o r m  i n 

Bei j i ng ,  enjoy an i nc red ib ly 

i n t i m a t e  i n s i d e r ’ s  v i e w  o f 

what actua l ly goes on in the 

po l i t i c a l  a r e n a  i n  t h e  ho l y 

land.

“ Law of the Return”

“ I  b e t  n o  o n e  c a n  g u e s s 

where I was born,” cha l lenges 

P r o f e s s o r  G a l n o o r ,  d u r i n g 

our ver y f i r st encounter. His 

con f i d ence  i s  i nd e e d  we l l -

f o u n d e d ,  a s  i t  i s  b e y o n d 

anyone’s wi ldest imag inat ions 

that Prof . Ga lnoor i s actua l ly 

a f i r s t  generat ion immig rant 

f rom Br a z i l .  To be  p r ec i s e , 

h e  i s  a c t u a l l y  o n e  o f  t h e 

m a n y  3 . 5  m i l l i o n - s t r o n g 

c i t i z en s  i n  I s r a e l  whom a r e 

b o r n  a b r o a d .  T h a t ,  t o  a n 

ex tent ,  shows the inc red ible 

a m o u n t  o f  d i v e r s i t y  e v e n 

with in the Jewish communit y 

i n  I s r a e l :  no t  on l y  a r e  t hey 

d i v i d e d  a mon g  i d e o l o g i c a l 

a n d  r e l i g i o u s  l i n e s  ( f o r 

example,  the u l t r a-or thodox 

a n d  n o n - o b s e r v a n t  J e w s ) , 

b u t  a l s o ,  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f 

t h e m  a r e  n e w  i m m i g r a n t s 

thank s to I s r ael ’s  s ign i f icant 

“ L a w  o f  t h e  R e t u r n ” 

p o l i c y  o f  1 9 5 2 ,  w h i c h 

g r a n t s  a l l  J e w s  c i t i z e n s h i p 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  u p o n  r e t u r n 

a n d  a l s o  s u b s i d i z e s  t h e i r 

p a s s a g e .  I n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s , 

P ro f .  Ga l noor ’s  r e spon se  to 

a  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  a  s e c o n d -

yea r s tudent of internat iona l 

r e l a t ion s  who a sked wha t  i s 

t h e  f i r s t  l a n g u a g e  o f  t he s e 

immigrants, he expla ined that 

because ever yone came f rom 

d i f ferent countr ies and spoke 

d i f f e r e n t  t o n g u e s ,  p e o p l e 

cou ld on ly commun icate v i a 

Hebrew wh ich i s  s i m i l a r  to 

t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  B i b l e , 

a n d  i t  s e r v e d  a s  a  c r i t i c a l 

connect ing element.

“ Political Mosaic”

P e r h a p s  t h i s  d i v e r s i t y 

h e l p s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e 

b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  i d e a l s 

represented in Israel i pol it ics , 

wh ich Prof .  Ga lnoor v iv id ly 

dub s  “the pol i t ic a l  mosa ic”. 

He br ing s us to the at tent ion 

of I srael ’s recent elect ion, in 

wh ich an impre s s ive th i r t y-

t w o  p a r t i e s  r a n  f o r  t h e 

K n e s s e t ,  w h i c h  i s  I s r a e l ’ s 

p a r l i a men t  a nd  a n  a r en a  o f 

po l i t i c a l  d i s cou r s e .  A mon g 

t h o s e  p a r t i e s ,  d i f f e r e n t 

s e c t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  a r e  a l l 

adequately and propor t iona l ly 

represented, w ith ever y th ing 

f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  p a r t i e s  t o 

p a r t i e s  s u p p o r t i n g  A r a b 

c i t i z en s .  Doub t l e s s l y,  P ro f . 

Ga lnoor genuinely ha i l s such 

d ive r s i t y  a nd  i nc lu s ivene s s . 

In fact , he cannot concea l h i s 

d i sappointment when I quote 

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  B e n y a m i n 

Net a nya hu’s  “ t he  A r ab s  a r e 

f lood i ng t he  pol l s”  r ema rk , 

w h i c h  w a s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o 

p r o v o k e  e t h n i c  f i s s u r e s 

a nd  mob i l i z e  mor e  r i g h t i s t 

suppor t for h i s Likud par t y.

“ Eye of the Storm”

One of the g rea t  a s se t s  of 

P rof .  Ga l noor  i s  h i s  un ique 

po i n t  o f  v i ew  f r om w i t h i n 

t he  r a g i n g  s t o r m o f  I s r a e l i 

pol it ics. A f ter a l l , “one week 

in I srael pol it ic s cor re sponds 

to a yea r of pol it ic s in other 

countr ies.”

A pr i me ex a mple  o f  such 

rapid change and uncer ta int y 

was the a s sa s s inat ion of Israel 

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  Y i t z h a k 

R a b i n .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  P r o f . 

Ga l noor  wa s  s e r v i ng  i n  t he 

g ove r n m e n t  ( N ove m b e r  4 , 

1995).“ I t  wa s  a  pa r t i c u l a r l y 

e m o t i o n a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l l y 

s ign i f icant moment for me,” 

s ighs Prof . Ga lnoor. Ju st the 

d ay before the a s s a s s inat ion, 

P r o f .  G a l n o o r  h a d  i n  f a c t 

u n d e r t a k e n 

a  p e r s o n a l 

me e t i n g  w i t h 

the Mr. Rabin, 

d i s c u s s i n g 

h i s  p r o p o s a l 

o f  a  m a j o r 

r e fo r m o f  t he 

c i v i l  s e r v i c e . 

“A t  f i r s t  h e 

d i s a p p r o v e d 

o f  m y  p l a n , 

but a f ter ward s I managed to 

c o n v i n c e  h i m .”  A s  m a t t e r 

o f  f a c t ,  e v e n  o n  t h e  v e r y 

d a t e  o f  a s s a s s i n a t ion ,  P ro f . 

Ga lnoor had been prepa r ing 

h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  d u e  t o 

b e  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  v e r y 

Sunday. Unfor tunately, it 

was never f in i shed.

D u r i n g  h i s  t i m e  a s 

c i v i l  s e r v a n t ,  P r o f . 

G a l n o o r  w a s  a l s o  a 

s t aunch advoca te  o f  t he 

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  h i s 

bel ief remained st rong to th i s 

ve r y  d ay.  A s  i n t r oduced  i n 

t he  cou r s e ,  I s r a e l  c u r r en t l y 

h a s  a  s e t  o f  t w e l v e  b a s i c 

l aws , yet there i s  no wr it ten 

const itut ion. “A const itut ion 

is important for many reasons: 

for i t s  educat iona l pu r pose s , 

for the sense of or ientat ion it 

imbues for a young st ate, for 

i t s  e n s h r i nemen t  o f  r i g h t s , 

a nd  bec au s e  i t s  r i g id ne s s  i s 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e m o c r a c y , 

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a  s i m p l e 

m a jo r i t y  c a n no t  ove r r u l e .” 

P r o f .  G a l n o o r  e x p r e s s e s 

r e g r e t  a t  t h e  K n e s s e t ’ s 

o c c a s i o n a l  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
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An Insider’s Narrative
>  Andrew Mao

“ “O n e  w e e k  i n  I s r a e l  
p o l i t i c s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  
a  yea r  of  p o l it i c s  i n  oth e r  
c o u ntri e s .
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leg is lat ive power. Yet, despite 

t he  s eem ing impor t a nce  for 

I s r ae l  hav ing a con s t i t ut ion , 

a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  n e g o t i a t e 

one have so f a r  f a i led .  Prof . 

G a l n o o r  l a m e n t s  t h a t  i t  i s 

now v i r t u a l l y  impos s ib le  to 

c r e a t e  a  fo r m a l i z ed  w r i t t en 

const itut ion due to rel ig ious 

o b s t a c l e s .  “A l l  r e l i g i o u s 

p a r t i e s  a r e  a g a i n s t  i t ,  a n d 

they th reaten to boycot t the 

parl iament in ca se of such.”

Y e t  d e s p i t e  p e r s o n a l 

s e t b a c k s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

l e t d o w n s ,  P r o f .  G a l n o o r 

rema in s genera l ly opt im i s t ic 

w i t h  I s r a e l ’ s  d e m o c r a t i c 

f u t u r e .  H e  c o m m e n t s 

po s i t i ve l y  t h a t ,  “ I s r a e l  h a s 

d one  a  r e l a t i v e l y  g o o d  j ob 

o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r u l e s 

o f  t h e  g a m e — s e t t i n g  u p 

f u nc t ion a l  i n s t i t u t ion s ,  a nd 

we def in itely have no lack of 

choice when it  comes to the 

pol l s .”

Even though Prof. Ga lnoor 

h a s  re t i r ed a s  a  pr ac t i t ioner 

o f  I s r a e l i  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  h e 

i s  s t i l l  l a r g e l y  i n  s y nc  w i t h 

w h a t ’ s  h a p p e n i n g  a n d  h i s 

p e r s on a l  n a r r a t i ve ,  s u ch  a s 

h i s  d i s c u s s i n g  r e f o r m w i t h 

B e n y a m i n  N e t a n y a h u  a n d 

h i s  mee t i n g  w i t h  P r e s id en t 

Anwar Saadat of Egypt is such 

an int r igu ing complement to 

tex tbook Israel i pol it ics. 

O
n e  Tu e s d ay  a t  n o o n , 

w h e n  m o s t  P e k i n g 

U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s 

hu r r i e d  t o  t h e  c a n t e en  f o r 

l unch , s ome  peop l e  h e aded 

in a dif ferent direction. They 

we re  wa l k i n g  i n  h a s t e  t o  a 

room in the history building, 

w h e r e  P ro f e s s o r  L e e  A l l a n 

Dil lon was wait ing for them. 

I t  wa s  n o t  c l a s s  t i m e , b u t 

s tudents  came spontaneous ly, 

w i t h  a  m u t u a l  a i m :  To 

Practice English.

Pro fe s so r  Di l lon  se r ve s  a t 

School of Foreign Languages, 

Pek ing  Univer s i ty. He ho ld s 

a Master’s  Degree of Ar t and 

f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s 

a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s .  S o m e 

s tudent s  r anked  h im a s  “ the 

l o v e l i e s t  p r o f e s s o r  e v e r ” . 

S o m e  r e g a r d e d  h i s  c o u r s e 

a s  uncover ing  the  beauty  o f 

E n g l i s h  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e m 

out  of  “Engl i sh  equa l s  pa in” 

or  “Engl i sh  i s  my weaknes s” 

mindse t . At  f i r s t  g l ance, the 

a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  P r o f e s s o r 

Di l lon ’s  c l a s s  i s  no t  so  ve r y 

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o t h e r s ’ ; 

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s t a n d a r d s , 

techniques, and examples are 

introduced and students need 

to do homework on a regular 

bas i s . But  a f ter  par t ic ipa t ing 

i n  h i s  c l a s s , y o u  w i l l  s e e 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  P ro f e s s o r 

Dil lon’s teaching style.

U n i t y  m a y  b e  t h e  m o s t 

o b v i o u s  f e e l i n g .  E v e r y 

s tuden t  ha s  a  name  p l a c a rd , 

w h i c h  w i l l  b e c o m e  u s e l e s s 

a f t e r  s eve r a l  week s  o f  c l a s s 

a s  ever yone  i s  f ami l i a r  wi th 

e a c h  o t h e r . S t u d e n t s  n e e d 

t o  c o m p l e t e  va r i o u s  g ro u p 

p ro j e c t s , f rom p roo f re ad ing 

e a c h  o t h e r ’s  w o r k  t o  c o -

wr i t i ng  a  g roup  e s s ay, f rom 

o f f e r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  a d v i c e 

t o  g r o u p  p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 

E n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d 

c o m p l i m e n t s  a r e  g i v e n  t o 

s tudents  who volunteer their 

s tor ies , their  exper ience, and 

t h e i r  o p i n i o n s . P r i n c i p l e s 

a r e  a l s o  s e t :  “ I n t e g r i t y 

f i r s t” , “ se r v i ce  be fo re  s e l f ” , 

“Creative/divergent problem-

so lv ing” and  “exce l l ence  in 

a l l  we  do” , a re  con s i s t en t l y 

r e e m p h a s i z e d  by  P ro f e s s o r 

Dil lon. 

Professor Dillon emphasizes 

tha t  un i ty  i s  no t  equ iva l en t 

t o  t o  u n i f o r m i t y, a n d  t h e 

Professor embraces creat ivi ty 

in his class. Once major ing in 

ar t  h imse l f , Profes sor  Di l lon 

connec t s  a r t  w i th  c rea t iv i t y 

cu l t iva t i on : “See  w i th  you r 

own eye s  and l i s t en  to  your 

hea r t . Look  a t  the  wor ld  in 

a n  a r t i s t i c  way.” C o m p l i e d 

w i th  the  gu idance, s tuden t s 

s top seeking the shor tcut  by 

u s i n g  t e m p l a t e s  a n d  e m p t y 

words. Instead, they combine 

their feelings with their work 

a n d  a d o p t , e ve n  i n n ov a t e , 

vivid descr iptions. 

T e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  i s 

n o t  a n  e a s y  j o b. D i f f e r e n t 

school s , d i f ferent  g rades  and 

di f ferent reg ions account for 

s t u d e n t s ’ d i f f e r e n t  E n g l i s h 

l e v e l s .  B o u n d  b y  E n g l i s h 

standardization tests , students 

i n  C h i n a  o f t e n  e x h a u s t 

the i r  e f fo r t s  i n  memor i z ing 

voc abu l a r y  and  a cqua in t i ng 

themselves with test patterns. 

U n i t y  a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  a r e 

advocated to overcome these 

o b s t a c l e s . I n t ro d u c e d  w i t h 

ar t  and g roup work, s tudents 

app ly  a  new lea r n ing  mode l 

and form new habits. 

E x p e r i e n c i n g  f r o m  a n  
I n d ivi d u a l  Pe rs p e ctive  

O u t s i d e  E n g l i s h  c l a s s , 

Professor Dil lon is  no longer 

a teacher, but l ives and learns 

as a student. 

Tr ave l l i n g  a n d  l a n g u a g e 

l e a r n i n g  a r e  h i s  h o b b i e s . 

Profes sor  Di l lon has  been to 

Xi’an five times. Each time he 

vi s i ted with di f ferent  people 

a n d  m a d e  n ew  d i s c ove r i e s . 

D u r i n g  h i s  l a t e s t  v i s i t , h e 

w e n t  t o  a  n e w l y  o p e n e d 

exh ib i t ion  a t  the  Ter r aco t t a 

War r iors and Horses Museum. 

H e  p l a n s  t o  c l i m b  M o u n t 

Hua  i n  t he  ne a r  f u tu re. He 

u s e s  mob i l e  a pp s  t o  rev i ew 

and study Mandar in words. 

W i t h  d a y s  a n d  m o n t h s 

p a s s i n g , P r o f e s s o r  D i l l o n 

g radua l ly  began to  make h i s 

o w n  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  U. S -

People
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Professor Lee Allan Dillon
Influencing and Experiencing on the 
Journey of Teaching in China
>  Tang Yicun 

Des ign f rom Br igham Young 

Un ive r s i t y  i n  Ut ah , Un i t ed 

S t a t e s , a nd  wa s  a n  Ad j un c t 

P ro f e s s o r  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y 

o f  Utah and Br igham Young 

U n ive r s i t y. A p a r t  f ro m  t h e 

2 - h o u r  E n g l i s h  c o r n e r  h e 

h o s t s  o n  Tu e s d ay s , h e  a l s o 

g i ve s  o r a l  E n g l i s h  l e s s o n s 

weekly. In previous semester s, 

pr ior to teaching oral English, 

he  t augh t  advanced  wr i t i ng 

s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 3 . Fo r 

h i m , t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  a t 

Peking Univer sity is not only 

a bou t  p e r f o r m ing  h i s  du t y, 

b u t  a l s o  a b o u t  s t a r t i n g  a 

wonderful journey.

E n l i g h t e n i n g  t h r o u g h  
En g l i s h  Teac h i n g

With only 3 ful l  semester s 

a t  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y , 

P r o f e s s o r  D i l l o n  h a s 

a l re ady  g a ined  a  p rominen t 

reputat ion and with s tudents 
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“ “S e e  w i t h  y o u r  o w n  
e y e s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  
y o u r  h e a r t .  L o o k  a t  
t h e  w o r l d  i n  a n  a r t i s -
ti c  way.
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Chinese di f ferences . Chinese 

p e o p l e ’s  “ V ” h a n d  g e s t u r e 

i n  p h o t o s  i s  u n i m a g i n a b l e 

to him as  th i s  ges ture  i s  the 

symbol of rabbit or has anti-

g ove r n m e n t a l  m e a n i n g  i n 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . H e  i s  a l s o 

su r p r i s ed  by  the  popu l a r i t y 

of Hello Kitty and Paul Frank 

a m o n g  C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t s . 

R id i cu lou s  fo r  h im a t  f i r s t , 

he found some cute par t s  of 

t h e  c a r t oon  ch a r a c t e r s  a nd 

even purcha sed  a  bl anke t  o f 

t h e  Pa u l  F r a n k  m o n key. “ I 

d i s cu s s ed  w i t h  my  s t uden t s 

a b o u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  T h e y 

we r e  s u r p r i s e d  a n d  h a d  a 

h a rd  t i m e  c o m i n g  u p  w i t h 

reasons. What’s normal to you 

may become s t range in f resh 

eyes . Be aware !” commented 

Professor Dil lon. 

Above a l l , a r t  and cu l ture 

a r e  w h e r e  h e  d i g s  i n . H e 

c o m p a r e s  M a d a m  W h i t e 

Snake by Chinese playwr ights 

a n d  M a d a m  B u t t e r f l i e s  b y 

Pucc in i , ponder ing  whether 

there exis t s  a  univer sa l  s tor y 

p a t t e r n . “ L i f e  a n d  D e a t h 

a r e  We a r i n g  M e  O u t ” b y 

Ch ine s e  Nobe l  Winne r  Yan 

M o  a n d  “ J o u r n e y  t o  t h e 

We s t ”  b y  M i n g  D y n a s t y 

Wr i t e r  Chengen  Wu a re  on 

h i s  r e a d i n g  l i s t . F a s c i n a t e d 

b y  C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  a n d 

e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  We s t e r n 

C u l t u r e ,  h e  n o w  u t i l i z e s 

the  teach ing  oppor tun i ty  to 

explore both realms.

O n  t h e  J o u r n e y :  M o r e  
to  D o

“ M y  c u r r i c u l u m  i s 

modi f ied f rom t ime to t ime, 

” s a id  P ro f e s so r  Di l l on , “At 

t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  s e m e s t e r , 

I  r e q u e s t  f e e d b a c k  f r o m 

s tudent s , and I  a l so  conduct 

s ub s t an t i a l  re s e a rch  i n  how 

t o  i m p r o v e  m y  c l a s s e s .” 

N e x t  s e m e s t e r ,  P r o f e s s o r 

D i l l o n  w i l l  o p e n  a n o t h e r 

class  for class ics  s tudy in the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P h i l o s o p hy. 

He wi l l  a l so  adv i se  s tudent s 

w i t h  t h e i r  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l 

application essays. 

L a n g u a g e  i s  a  p owe r f u l 

t o o l  a n d  E n g l i s h  a s  a n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e —

i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n . I n  2 0 1 4 , 

Profe s sor  Di l lon was  inv i ted 

t o  g i v e  a  s p e e c h  a t  a n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e 

o r g a n i z e d  b y  U N E S C O, 

w h i c h  g a v e  h i m  a n 

o p p o r y n i t y  t o  s h a r e  h i s 

educa t iona l  exper i ence  to  a 

l a r g e r  aud i ence, and  i t  a l s o 

t a u g h t  h i m  n ew  t h i n g s  v i a 

the exchange of opinions. 

For most people at his age, 

the  mus ic  o f  l i f e  ha s  a  s low 

p e a c e f u l  r hy t h m . To  f u l f i l l  

h i s  d ream o f  cont inu ing  h i s 

e x p e r i m e n t  o f  “ l i b e r a l  a r t 

+  E n g l i s h ” e d u c a t i o n  a n d 

e xp l o r i n g  Ch i n a , P ro f e s s o r 

Dil lon chose a dif ferent kind 

of music, one with a dynamic 

and exci t ing rhythm, “Youth 

i s  no t  a  t ime  o f  l i f e ; i t  i s  a 

s t a t e  o f  m ind ,” he  s ay s . On 

h i s  j o u r n ey  o f  t e a c h i n g  i n 

China, there is more to come 

and more to do.

T
a m p o n s ,  b r a s , 

w e d d i n g s ,  s u b w a y 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  t h e 

Sichuan count r ys ide, f ather s , 

husband s a re being told that 

t he i r  w ive s  sh a l l  be  equa l l y 

respected and shou ld be kept 

f ree f rom domest ic v iolence. 

A re g i r l s  be i ng a s su red th a t 

d i s c r i m i n a t i on  s t e m s  f r o m 

injust ice in the society instead 

of her own fau lt? Are people 

educated on how to mainta in 

a  m u t u a l l y  r e s p e c t f u l 

r e l a t ion sh ip  a nd show t he i r 

love based on equa l it y?"

" T o  b e  h o n e s t ,  t h e r e 

we r e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  f i n d  i t 

d i f f icu lt to relate to my cla ss 

i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,"  a d m i t s 

P r o f e s s o r  To n g ,  " f o r  i t  i s 

ex t remely d i f ferent f rom the 

c o nve n t i o n a l  v a l u e  s y s t e m 

t h a t  b roug ht  t hem up."  X ie 

Y i m i n ,  a  f r e s h m a n  f r o m 

t he  l aw s choo l ,  a l s o  r e c a l l s 

t h a t  s he  wa s  qu i t e  s hocked 

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  l i s t e n i n g  t o 

P r o f e s s o r  To n g ' s  l e c t u r e : 

" My  p a r e n t s  we r e  b r ou g h t 

u p  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i n  t h e 

count r y s ide of  Nor thea s ter n 

C h i n a ,  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  m e 

t o  s o m e  e x t e n t .  H ow e ve r , 

Profe s sor Tong in formed me 

t h a t  we  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  a s k 

where our knowledge comes 

f rom, so a s  to be c r i t ic a l  to 

a l l the ex i st ing socia l gender 

'norms'."

T he  ou t l i n e  o f  P r o f e s s o r 

T o n g ' s  G e n d e r  S t u d i e s 

c l a s s  r a n g e s  f r o m  b a s i c 

g ende r  t heor ie s  t o  r e s e a r ch 

methods, and it covers aspects 

f r o m  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b o d y 

t o  m a r r i a g e ,  c a r e e r s ,  a n d 

e d uc a t i on .  “ W h a t  g ave  me 

t he  d e epe s t  i mpr e s s ion  i s  a 

class d iscussion on the gender 

People

1918

Tong Xin
Gender Equality is for Everyone
>  Yue Xin

a nd  d au g h t e r s . . .  T he s e  a r e 

o n l y  s o m e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s 

topics presented by students in 

Profe s sor Tong X in' s Gender 

S t ud i e s  c l a s s  on  De c e m b e r 

1 7 ,  2 0 1 4 .  C o m i n g  f r o m 

di f ferent places in China, the 

U.S., Korea, and Israel , these 

s tudent s obser ve and ana lyze 

the i r  l ive s  and su r round ing s 

w i t h  g ende r - awa r ene s s  a nd 

sociolog ica l approaches.

P r o f e s s o r  Ton g  h a s  b e e n 

t e a ch i n g  G ende r  S t ud ie s  a t 

P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

s i nce 2000.  W hen Profe s sor 

T o n g  w a s  w o r k i n g  f o r 

a  m a g a z i n e  d u r i n g  h e r 

Ph . D.  ye a r s ,  s h e  w i t ne s s e d 

a  t a l e n t e d  g i r l  b e i n g 

r e j e c t e d  by  t he  d i r e c t o r  o f 

ed i tor i a l  depa r tment  du r i ng 

r e c r u i t ment  s i mp l y  bec au s e 

o f  h e r  g e n d e r .  A f t e r  s h e 

k new t h a t  t he  d i r ec tor  a l so 

g raduated f rom a pre st ig ious 

u n i v e r s i t y ,  s h e  b e g a n  t o 

ref lect on the l ack of gender 

e q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  i n 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  C h i n a .  " I n 

ou r  p a t r i a r ch a l  s oc ie t y,  a r e 
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d i s c u s s i on s  on  c a m pu s ,  on 

on l ine forums, and on soc ia l 

network ing appl icat ion s l i ke 

We C h a t .  Va r i o u s  s t u d e n t 

o r g a n i z a t ion s  a nd  a c adem ic 

g r o u p s  e m e r g e  r a p i d l y , 

spread ing news ,  s tor ie s ,  and 

knowledge of gender equa l it y 

a n d  d i v e r s i t y .  E v e r y  y e a r 

on Ma rch 7,  t he  d ay  be fore 

Inte r n a t iona l  Women’s  Day, 

s t u d e n t s  i n  P K U  c e l e b r a t e 

“G i r l ’s  Day”.  O n  t h a t  d ay, 

boys put up banner s for g i r l s 

in their depar tments and show 

t he i r  appr e c i a t ion  fo r  t he i r 

fema le cla s smates. As plea sed 

a nd  moved  t he  g i r l s  a r e  by 

t h e s e  g e s t u r e s ,  t h e y  a l s o 

rea l ize that pretty appearances 

and gent le cha rac ter s  shou ld 

not be seen a s  the un iver s a l 

cr iter ia for g i r l s and women. 

“We, women and men as wel l, 

are l ike people in cases, f ixed 

by gender stereotypes”, argues 

Wa n g  S h u q i d i ,  “ y e t  e v e r y 

i n d i v i d u a l  o u g h t  t o  h a v e 

diverse possibi l it ies.”

2120

d i s p a r i t y  o f  r e t i r emen t  a g e 

a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  p o l i c y ,” 

r e c a l l s  W a n g  S h u q i d i ,  a 

sophomore  f rom t he  s choo l 

of government , “ it made me 

r e a l i z e  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

c a n  come u nder  t he  ve i l  o f 

protect ion, and it inspired me 

to apply a gender per spect ive 

to my publ ic pol icy ana ly s i s 

e s s a y . ”  F o r  X u  Y u e c h i , 

however,  the most i n spi r i ng 

t op ic  i s  t he  r e l a t ion sh ip  o f 

soc iolog i s t Li Yinhe and her 

t r a n s g e n d e r e d  s p o u s e .  “ L i 

h e r s e l f  h a s  a l w ay s  b e e n  i n 

t he  s po t l i g h t  a nd  t he  s t o r y 

o f  s e x u a l 

m i nor i t i e s  f i t s  t he  t op ic  o f 

g e n d e r  s t u d i e s .  P r o f e s s o r 

Tong i s so open-minded that 

she wou ld never  o f fend any 

i n d i v i d u a l  o f  a  m i n o r i t y 

g roup.”

T h e  m i d t e r m  r e s e a r c h 

i s  c on s i d e r a b l y  i m p o r t a n t , 

and those who have done an 

out s t a nd i ng  job  a r e  i nv i t ed 

t o  g i v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n 

thei r re sea rch. Her s tudent s , 

mos t l y  focu sed on ord i n a r y 

p e o p l e ,  s u c h  a s  r e t i r e d 

women and migrant worker s. 

"One ref lect ion by a student 

a f t e r  i n t e r v i e w i n g  s o m e 

f e m a l e  c l e a n i n g  w o r k e r s 

i n  t he  u n ive r s i t y  ended  up 

h i t t i n g  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  o f 

t he  c a mpu s  on l i ne  fo r u m", 

Professor Tong sa id. Whereas 

i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h a n k s  t o 

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c h a n g e s 

t he  In t e r ne t  h a s  brought  to 

C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y,  e m ph a s i s 

on d i scour se sy s tem, such a s 

gender s tereot ypes conveyed 

b y  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  h a s  b e e n 

o n  t h e  r i s e .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

student s have a l so brought 

new po i n t s  o f  v i ew  t o 

r e s e a r c h  a n d  c l a s s 

d iscussions. Professor 

To n g  g i v e s  a n 

e x a m p l e ,  " A 

Kor e a n  boy  i n 

my cl a s s  t a l ked 

about h i s  m i l i t a r y 

ser v ice that la sted two 

year s in h is paper, and 

he  fou nd i t  a  c r uc i a l 

f actor for h im to shape 

'mascu l in it y '."

A s  t h e  D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r 

o f  P K U  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

Soc iolog y and the Pre s ident 

o f  t h e  B e i j i n g  R e s e a r c h 

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M a r r i a g e 

a nd Fa m i l y,  P ro fe s so r  Tong 

t a k e s  a n  a c t i v e  s t a n c e  o n 

pol ic y mak ing.  In 1995, she 

a t t ended  t he  Fou r t h  Wor ld 

C o n f e r e n c e  o n  Wo m e n  i n 

Beijing, g iv ing a presentat ion 

on her  re se a rch A S t udy on 

Fam i ly Violence. She i s  a l so 

a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  10 t h  a n d 

1 1 t h  B e i j i n g  C o m m i t t e e 

o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  P e o p l e ' s 

P o l i t i c a l  C o n s u l t a t i v e 

C o n f e r e n c e  ( C P P C C ) , 

b r i n g i n g  t h e  g e nd e r  i s s u e s 

i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n -

m a k i ng  p roce s s .  "Fem i n i s t s 

h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o 

g o  i n t o  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m 

so c i e t y,"  convey s  P ro f e s s o r 

Ton g ,  "e s p e c i a l l y  when  we 

a re s t i l l  in need of the ba s ic 

' p o l i t i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s '  i n 

gender equa l i t y.  On ly when 

we genu i ne l y  pa r t ic ipa t e  i n 

t h e  p o l i c y  m a k i n g  c a n  we 

f o r m  a  s y s t e m a t i c  b a s e l i n e 

t h a t  e x c l u d e s  g e n d e r 

d i sc r im inat ion, e spec ia l ly in 

mass media."

W hen i t  come s  to  g ender 

e q u a l i t y ,  t o p - l e v e l  d e s i g n 

o f  p o l i c y  r o o t s  i n  t h e 

f i e l d ,  a nd  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s , 

Profe s sor Tong spend s much 

o f  h e r  t i m e  d o i n g  f i e l d 

r e s e a r c h  a n d  s o c i a l  w o r k 

a s  we l l .  I n  2 010 ,  s h e  wen t 

t o  t he  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  Ga n su 

prov ince in order to research 

women ' s  s t a t u s  t h r ou g hou t 

C h i n a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s h e  i s 

f r equent l y  i nv i t ed by soc i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  d e l i v e r 

speeche s  and of fe r  g u id ance 

on  r e s e a r ch .  M a ny  m a r r i e d 

w o m e n  c a m e  t o  P r o f e s s o r 

Tong 's speeches because they 

h ave  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b a l a nc i n g 

the i r  work and f am i ly l ive s , 

a nd  P r o f e s s o r  Ton g  a l w ay s 

s u g g e s t s  t o  t h e m  t o  t r y 

s h a r i n g  f a m i l y  cho r e s  w i t h 

thei r husbands. "My husband 

cook s  f o r  ou r  f a m i l y  a nd  I 

d o  a l l  t h e  c l e a n i n g ,"  s a i d 

Profe s sor Tong, "and my son 

h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  t h e  d i s h e s 

since junior h igh school, even 

in the days when he was busy 

prepa r ing for the Un iver s i t y 

E n t r a n c e  E x a m i n a t i o n . " 

H av i n g  c r e a t ed  a  f a m i l y  o f 

g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y,  P r o f e s s o r 

T o n g  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e s e 

women to have their husbands 

e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  h a p p i n e s s 

a n d  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  d o i n g 

hou sework .  "Equa l i t y i s  not 

a t t a i n e d  b y  s h e e r  w o r d s . 

Equa l i t y  i s  no t  a ch ieved by 

reque s t i ng ,  but  by c rea t i ng. 

A s  fo r  hou sework ,  i t  i s  no t 

on ly a re spons ibi l it y of both 

g e nd e r s ,  bu t  a l s o  a  w ay  o f 

a c t ion  to  show you r  f a m i l y 

love."

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r 

d i s s e r t a t ion Women/Gender 

Soc io log y  S t ud ie s  i n  Ch i n a 

i n 30 Yea r s ,  P rofe s sor  Tong 

d iv ides the Ch inese s tudy of 

g e nd e r  e q u a l i t y 

i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s 

into three stages: 

pu t t i n g  fo r wa rd 

the problems from 

the early 1980s to 

1994; introducing 

we s te r n theor ie s 

a n d  g e n d e r 

approache s  f rom 

1994 to 2000; and 

app l y i n g  g ende r 

a p p r o a c h e s 

t o  t h e  w i d e r 

r a nge  o f  s o c i a l  i s s ue s  f r om 

2 0 0 0  t o  now.  I n  19 95 ,  t h e 

Four th World Conference on 

Women broug ht  t he  g ende r 

i s s ue  t o  t he  pub l i c .  " I  s t i l l 

s e e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  g e nd e r 

equa l it y movement in Ch ina 

du r i ng  t he se  2 0  ye a r s  s i nce 

t h e  19 9 5  C o n f e r e n c e ,  f o r 

there i s a g rowing awarenes s 

among Chinese women: even 

t houg h  t he r e  i s  a  l ong  way 

to go, an increa s ing number 

o f  i nd i v idu a l s  s t a nd  ou t  t o 

voice for equa l r ight s of both 

gender s." 

Thanks to Profes sor Tong, 

t h e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  g e n d e r 

equa l i t y ha s g r adua l ly t aken 

r o o t  a t  P K U.  T he  i s s u e  o f 

g e n d e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n 

mass media of ten spurs heated 

People

“E q u a l i t y  i s  n o t  a t t a i n e d  by  
s h e e r  w o r d s .  E q u a l i t y  i s  n o t  
a c h i e v e d  b y  r e q u e s t i n g ,  b u t  
b y  c r e a t i n g .  G e n d e r  e q u a l -
i t y  i s  b e n e f i c i a l  n o t  o n l y  f o r  
wo m e n ,  b ut  fo r  a l l  g e n d e rs .

“
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T
h e  B e i j i n g  c h a p t e r 

o f  T h e  F o r u m  f o r 

A m e r i c a n / C h i n e s e 

E x c h a n g e  a t  S t a n f o r d 

( F A C E S )  w a s  h e l d  f r o m 

March 24 to 29, 2015. Over 

1 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s 

a nd  a c com p l i s h e d  s p e a ke r s 

w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t 

P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

to  d i s cu s s  t he  f u t u re  o f  t he 

t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s .  M s .  C o l l e e n 

A l t s tock ,  F i r s t  S ec re t a r y  o f 

t he  Po l i t i c a l  S ec t ion  a t  t he 

U . S .  E m b a s s y  i n  B e i j i n g 

del ivered the keynote speech 

e n t i t l e d ,  “ U S A - C h i n a 

R e l a t i o n s :  O p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r  C o o p e r a t i o n ” ,  w h i l e 

P r o f e s s o r  J i a  Q i n g g u o , 

D e a n  o f  P K U ’ s  S c h o o l  o f 

I n t e r n a t ion a l  S t ud ie s ,  l ed  a 

panel d i scussion on the topic, 

“The M i sunder s t a nd ing and 

C o n s e n s u s  i n  U S A - C h i n a 

Relat ions”.

With it s  pr imar y focus on 

S i n o - A m e r i c a n  r e l a t i o n s , 

F A C E S  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o 

p r o m o t i n g  d i a l o g u e  a n d 

f o s t e r i n g  l o n g - l a s t i n g 

r e l a t i on s h ip s  a mon g  f u t u r e 

l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  U S A  a n d 

China. FACES ha s organ ized 

n u m e r o u s  e v e n t s  i n  b o t h 

count r ie s  s i nce 20 01.  Ever y 

y e a r ,  f o r t y  p r o m i s i n g 

d e l e g a t e s  f r o m  a r ou n d  t h e 

wor ld a re se lec ted to a t tend 

the annua l conference held in 

Stan ford and China. Through 

t h e s e  e ve n t s ,  FAC E S  s e ek s 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  n e t w o r k  o f 

em i nent  s pe a ke r s ,  p a r t ne r s , 

a n d  a l u m n i  w h o  h a v e  a n 

i m p a c t  o n  S i n o - A m e r i c a n 

r e l a t i on s  i n  v a r i ou s  f i e l d s . 

FACES ha s a st rong presence 

a t  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y 

i n  t h e  U . S .  a n d  C h i n a ’ s 

Pek i ng  Un ive r s i t y,  Ren m i n 

Univer sit y, Fudan Univer sit y, 

and Zhejiang Univer sit y. 

A s  Chuan Xu and Ca i t l i n 

Lu ,  co -pre s ident s  o f  FACES 

2 0 1 3  f r o m  t h e  S t a n f o r d 

ch a p t e r  pu t  i t ,  “ T he r e  a r e 

t wo  c o r e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  h ave 

m o t i v a t e d  g e n e r a t i o n s 

o f  F A C E S  l e a d e r s :  W e 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  U . S . -

C h i n a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  t h e 

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  b i l a t e r a l 

r e l a t ion sh ip  i n  t he  t went y-

f i r s t centur y, and we bel ieve 

t h a t  w e  c a n  i m p r o v e  t h i s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b y  p r o m o t i n g 

mutua l under st and ing among 

f u t u r e  po l i t i c a l ,  a c a d e m ic , 

and busines s leader s in U.S.-

China a f fa i r s.”

S p u r r e d  o n  b y  t h e s e 

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  F A C E S  i s 

d e v o t e d  t o  c r e a t i v e  a n d 

e f f e c t i v e  w a y s  t o  f o s t e r 

interac t ion between s tudent s 

f rom Ch ina and the U.S. by 

a d o p t i n g  n e w  f o r m a t s  a n d 

t ech nolog ie s .  A n i mpor t a n t 

par t of the forum is the tele-

su m m i t ,  wh ich  wa s  he ld  i n 

the Stanford Center of Pek ing 

Un ive r s i t y  on November  4 , 

2 014 .  T he  FAC E S  s u m m i t , 

w h o s e  t i m i n g  c o i n c i d e d 

w ith the APEC summit held 

i n  B e i j i n g ,  wa s  f o c u s e d  on 

t h e  A P E C .  T h e  s t u d e n t s 

d i s cu s sed topic s  such a s  t he 

c o r e  d i p l o m a t i c ,  p o l i t i c a l , 

a nd econom ic goa l s  o f  both 

C h i n a  a n d  t h e  U. S .  a t  t h e 

A P E C  s u m m i t ;  t h e y  a l s o 

d i s c u s s e d  c o m m o n  g r o u n d 

that both count r ie s m ight be 

able to f ind and expand upon. 

F o r  t h e  B e i j i n g  c h a p t e r 

o f  t h e  f o r u m  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  a 

new p rog r a m wa s  a d ded  t o 

t he  i t i n e r a r y.  Fo r  t he  f i r s t 

t i me ,  t he  p a r t i c ip a n t s  we re 

s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l  g r oup s  f o r 

i n - d e p t h  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n 

t op i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e m . 

B y  d i s c u s s i n g ,  a s s e s s i n g , 

a nd deba t i ng  top ic s  such a s 

democracy, ind iv idua l i sm and 

c o l l e c t i v i s m ,  a n d  n a t i o n a l 

ident i t y,  s t udent s  f rom both 

t h e  U . S .  a n d  C h i n a  w e r e 

a b l e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  c e r t a i n 

concept s ,  g a i n  awa rene s s  o f 

t he t r ap o f  s t e reot y pe s ,  a nd 

empath ize with each other. 

T he  d e l e g a t e s  f ou n d  t h e 

forum immensely reward ing. 

P e t e r  L o f t u s  f r o m  t h e 

Un iver s i t y  o f  Ma s s achu se t t s 

A m h e r s t  s h a r e d  t h a t  h e 

e n j o y e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n n e c t i o n s 

a nd  u nde r s t a nd  more  about 

China. As a future of f icer in 

the U.S. A ir Force, he hoped 

to be the “voice of rea son in 

the mi l it a r y that under stands 

Ch i n a ,  wh ich  i s  s ome t h i n g 

l a c k i n g  a t  t h e  m o m e n t . ” 

Lof t u s  be l ieved tha t  “Ch ina 

doe s  t h i ng s  ou t  o f  n a t ion a l 

i n t e re s t  a nd t h a t  somet i me s 

it w i l l natura l ly col l ide with 

t he  U.S .’s  i n t e re s t s .  But  we 

have to accommodate Ch ina 

a s  we l l  a nd t h a t  s t a r t s  w i t h 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  C h i n a  a n d 

what China needs.”

“ T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n 

i s  p l a y i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t 

r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  m u t u a l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n 

t he  t wo  cou n t r i e s ’  you t h ,” 

s a i d  C o n d o l e e z z a  R i c e , 

for mer Sec ret a r y of  S t a te of 

t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s .  FAC E S 

c o n t i n u e s  t o  f l o u r i s h  a n d 

wo r k  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  p r omo t e 

m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 

consol id ate the re l a t ion sh ips 

among st the nex t generat ion 

of U.S.-China leader s.

Campus

FACES
Connecting the Next Generation of 
Leaders in US-China Affairs
>  Zhao Jiayin

“Th e re  a re  t wo  c o re  b e l i efs  th at  h ave  m otivat-
e d  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  FAC E S  l e a d e r s :  We  b e l i e v e  
th at  th e  U. S .- C h i n a  re l ati o n s h i p  i s  th e  m ost  i m -
p o r ta nt  b i l ate ra l  re l ati o n s h i p  i n  th e  t we nt y-fi rst  
c e n t u r y,  a n d  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  c a n  i m p r o v e  
t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b y  p r o m o t i n g  m u t u a l  u n d e r-
sta n d i n g  a m o n g  futu re  p o l it i c a l ,  ac a d e m i c ,  a n d  
b u s i n e s s  l ea d e rs  i n  U. S .- C h i n a  af fa i rs .

“
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T
h e  t h i r d  a n n u a l 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e 

“An Adventu re in the 

D e s e r t ”  e v e n t  w a s  h e l d  i n 

Apr i l 2015, and it once aga in 

s aw  s t ud en t s  h i k i n g  a c r o s s 

the Kubuqi Deser t in Ch ina’s 

I n ne r  Mon g o l i a  r e g ion  f o r 

s i x t y hour s . 

“A n  A d v e n t u r e  i n  t h e 

De se r t”  i s  one  o f  t he  m a ny 

a c t i v i t i e s  o r g a n i z ed  by  t he 

P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

S t u d e n t s ’  U n i o n ,  a n d  i n 

2 0 1 5 ,  i t  w a s  h e l d  f o r  t h e 

t h i rd  con secut ive  yea r.  The 

p rog r a m a i m s  t o  encou r a g e 

co l l e g e  s t uden t s  t o  p i ck  up 

outdoor exerc i se,  s t reng then 

t he i r  r e so l ve ,  a nd  c u l t i v a t e 

i n  t h e m  a n  a c u t e  s e n s e  o f 

re spons ibi l i t y.  A f ter a round 

o f  s e l e c t ion s  to  en su re  t h a t 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  phy s i c a l l y 

able to undergo the g ruel ing 

h ike, they proceeded to h ike 

a c r o s s  t h e  K u b u q i  D e s e r t , 

the seventh l a rge s t  de ser t  of 

Ch ina. 

This event was f i r st held in 

2013. Back then, there were 

o n l y  t h i r t y - f i v e  s t u d e n t s 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t y -

k i l o m e t e r  h i k e  a c r o s s  t h e 

K a bu k i  d e s e r t .  D u r i n g  t he 

pioneer h ike, the par t ic ipant s 

were  shocked by  t he  s eve re 

e co l o g i c a l  s i t u a t i on  i n  t h e 

Kubuq i  De s e r t— t he r e  we r e 

n o  g r e e n  p l a n t s ,  j u s t  a n 

i n f i n i t e  v a s t n e s s  o f  ye l l ow 

s a n d .  D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d 

ye a r  o f  t he  e ven t ,  t he  new 

batch of pa r t ic ipant s dec ided 

t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  o n 

r e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e 

hope of  cont r ibut i ng to t he 

i m p r ove me n t  o f  t h e  d e s e r t 

env i ronment. 

T h i s  ye a r ,  t he  t h i r d  “A n 

Adventure in the Deser t” was 

he l d  f r om Apr i l  4  t o  Ap r i l 

6 ,  2015.  For t y- f ive s t udent s 

a n d  f o u r  l e a d i n g  t e a c h e r s 

t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y, 

includ ing, for the f i r s t t ime, 

fou r s t udent s  f rom Ts inghua 

U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  B e i j i n g 

Norma l Un iver s it y. With the 

a i m o f  encou r a g i ng  co l l eg e 

s t udent s  f rom a round Ch ina 

t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  a d v e n t u r e , 

t h e s e  f o u r  s t u d e n t s  w e r e 

spec ia l ly inv ited by the PKU 

S t ud e n t  Un ion  t o  j o i n  t h e 

team th i s yea r. 

I n  t h e  2 0 1 5  p r o g r a m , 

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  we r e  s p l i t 

i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s ,  a n d 

c o m p e t e d  t o  s e e  w h i c h 

t e a m  w a s  t h e  f a s t e s t .  

Howeve r ,  t he  p r og r a m wa s 

n o t  j u s t  a  c o m p e t i t i o n . 

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e n t  t o 

En'gebei Ecolog ica l  Tour i sm 

Z o n e  a n d  p l a n t e d  t r e e s 

i n  t h e  s a n d - b r e a k  f o r e s t s .  

T h e y  w a t c h e d  t h e  s u n r i s e 

t o g e t h e r  a n d  t o o k  i n  t h e 

be au t i f u l  s cene r y  a long  t he 

Ye l l ow R ive r ,  who s e  b a s i n 

i s  t he  b i r t hp l a ce  o f  a nc ien t 

C h i n e s e  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  A t 

n ight , they pitched tent s and 

h ad  c a mpf i r e  pa r t ie s  i n  t he 

deser t .  

“ I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a s 

awed  by  n a t u r e  a s  I  wa s  i n 

the deser t ,” sa id Chen Ziyu, 

o n e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

“ T h i s  p r o g r a m  h a d  h e l p e d 

m e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n  h u m a n 

be i ng s  a nd  n a t u r e . 

D u r i n g  t h e  h i k e , 

w e  s a w  a  r a b b i t 

a n d  t h o u g h t  w e 

cou ld catch up w ith 

i t — b u t  w e  f a i l e d .  I  n e x t 

s i g h t e d  a  sm a l l  r e p t i l e  a nd 

w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s u r p a s s 

i t .  B u t  t o  m y  s u r p r i s e — I 

f a i l e d  a g a i n .  I  wa s  a m a z ed 

b y  n a t u r e ,  a n d  r e a l i z e d 

t h a t  hu m a n  b e i n g s  a r e  no t 

n e c e s s a r i l y  s u p e r i o r  t o 

sma l ler an ima l s .”

T h e  h i k e  w a s  a  g r e a t 

c h a l l e n g e  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e 

p a r t i c i p a n t s .  M o s t  o f 

t h e m  w e r e  u s e d  t o  l i v i n g 

c o m f o r t a b l y  i n  m o d e r n 

c it ie s ,  and th i s  prog ram wa s 

a  b i g  s t e p  away  f r om t he i r 

c o m f o r t  z o n e s .  “ T h o u g h 

my  f e e t  we r e  cove r ed  w i t h 

b l i s t e r s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 

h ike, I s t i l l  apprec iated it .  It 

ha s t ra ined my wi l lpower and 

t a u g h t  me  t h a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s 

can be overcome,” s a id Guo 

Yusi . “I w i l l  never forget the 

c h i l l i n g  we a t h e r  w h e n  we 

c r o s s e d  t h e  Ye l l ow  R i v e r . 

Nor  w i l l  I  e ve r  fo r g e t  t h a t 

t h e  m o s t  d e l i c i o u s  i n s t a n t 

n o o d l e s  I  h a v e  e v e r  e a t e n 

was in the deser t . I w i l l  a l so 

never forget the t ime we sat 

in the dune to apprec iate the 

m a g n i f i c e n t  g a l a x y  i n  t h e 

da rk sky,” 

Accord ing to Zhang Linna, 

the h ike was no smooth r ide: 

“ I  h a d  a  c r a m p  i n  o n e  o f 

my  l e g s .  My  f e e t  we r e  f u l l  

o f  pa i n f u l  b l i s t e r s .  I  wa s  so 

ex h au s t ed  a nd  i n  such  pa i n 

that I  cou ld ba re ly wa l k .  At 

n ight ,  de spite wea r ing many 

l ayer s of c lothe s ,  i t  wa s s t i l l  

too cold to s leep. The feel ing 

was ver y ter r ible.” However, 

Z h a n g  h a d  h e l p  f r o m  t h e 

other  pa r t ic ipant s ,  a l low ing 

h e r  t o  p e r s e v e r e  t h r o u g h 

t h e  h i k e .  “ S o m e  o f  t h e m 

helped to ca r r y my backpack, 

wh i le other s helped to apply 

m e d i c i n e  a n d  b a n d a g e  m y 

w o u n d s .  I  a m  i m m e n s e l y 

g ratefu l to them.” 

T h e  s t u d e n t s  r e l i e d  o n 

mus ic to help them on thei r 

g r u e l i n g  j o u r n e y  a s  w e l l .  

A s  L i n  Z h o n g w a n g  a n d 

L uo  Bu j i n g  e x p l a i n e d ,  “A t 

t he  b eg i n n i n g  o f  ou r  h i ke , 

t he  a t mo sphe r e  wa s  mut ed . 

T h o u g h  t h e  s c e n e r y  w a s 

beaut i f u l ,  we s t i l l  cou ld not 

help but feel  that someth ing 

w a s  l a c k i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  w e 

Campus

Pushing Beyond the Limits
Hiking in the Desert for 60 Hours
>  Zhou Huiying

“ T h i s  p r o g r a m  h a d  
h e l p e d  m e  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
h u m a n  b e i n g s  a n d  n atu re .

“
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r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w h a t  w a s 

m i s s i n g  w a s  l a u g h t e r .  We 

decided to s ing a song. When 

we sang our f i r s t song, a g i r l  

w a l k i n g  b e s i d e  u s  l a u g he d 

a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  j o i n  u s 

i n  o u r  s o n g .  A f t e r  t h a t , 

w e  c o n s t a n t l y  s a n g  s o n g s 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r 

o f  t h e  h i ke .  We  we r e  ve r y 

h a p p y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t 

wa s  e a s ie r  to wa l k w ith the 

accompan iment of  a  mus ica l 

bea t .  We s ang so much th a t 

ou r  mou t h s  s t i l l  hu r t  a f t e r 

return ing to campus!”

T he  PK U S t uden t  Un ion 

spent f ive months organ iz ing 

th i s yea r’s event s . One of the 

f ou nd i n g  o r g a n i z e r s  o f  t he 

e v e n t ,  X i e  T i a n g e ,  s h a r e d 

about  t he  toug h t i me s  t hey 

had wh i le t r y ing to organ ize 

the h ike for the f i r s t t ime in 

2013.  “W hen we f i r s t  c a me 

up  w i t h  t he  i d e a  o f  h i k i n g 

a c r o s s  a  d e s e r t  a nd  s t a r t e d 

t o  p u t  t h i n g s  i n t o  a c t i o n , 

w e  h a d  a  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t 

t i me  bec au s e  t he r e  we re  so 

many th ing s to cons ider and 

d e a l  w i t h .”  F o r  i n s t a n c e , 

X i e  a nd  h i s  t e a m  s poke  t o 

s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  r e q u e s t 

per m i s s ion for  t h i s  ac t iv i t y, 

a n d  s o u g h t  t h e  p o l i c e ’ s 

h e l p  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  s a f e t y 

concerns.

“A n  A d v e n t u r e  i n  t h e 

Deser t” i s  s t i l l  g row ing and 

e x p a n d i n g .  I t  e n c o u r a g e s 

s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  a  g r e a t e r 

i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e 

e n v i r o n m e n t .  W i t h  t h e 

d e c l i n i n g  p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s 

i n  Ch in a’s  co l lege  s t udent s , 

s u c h  p r o g r a m s  a l s o  p l a y 

a  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  b y 

ac t ively encourag ing col lege 

s t u d e n t s  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n 

ou t doo r  e xe r c i s e s .  F i n a l l y, 

t he  p rog r a m ch a l l eng e s  t he 

y o u t h  o f  t o d a y  t o  c h a s e 

thei r d reams, cha l lenge l i fe’s 

l i m i t s ,  a n d  e x p l o r e  l i f e ’ s 

in f in ite pos s ibi l it ie s .

A
n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o o d 

f e s t i v a l  j o i n t l y  h e l d 

b y  t h e  S c h o o l  o f 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s , 

G u a n g h u a  S c h o o l  o f 

M a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e 

School of Foreign Languages 

o f  P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y 

( P K U )  w a s  h e l d  a t  Pe k i n g 

Un ive r s i t y  ( PK U )  on  Apr i l 

10 ,  2 015 .  T he  f e s t i v a l  s aw 

the pa r t ic ipat ion of s t udent s 

h a i l i n g  f r o m  v a r i o u s 

cou n t r i e s  i nc lud i n g  Ch i n a , 

Spa in, Russ ia , France, Japan, 

S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T h a i l a n d , 

Ma lays ia , and Turkey.

F o o d  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n 

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  c o n n e c t s 

p e o p l e .  W i t h  i t s  h i g h l y 

internat iona l ized composit ion 

of students, PKU is wel l poised 

t o  c o n d u c t  v a r i o u s  c r o s s -

cu ltura l event s and act iv it ie s 

s u ch  a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o o d 

fe st iva l s .   

The a im of th i s  fe s t iva l  i s 

to a l low Chinese s tudent s to 

g a in a deeper under s t and ing 

o f  fo re i g n cu l t u re s  t h roug h 

f o o d .  A t  t h i s  f e s t i v a l ,  

C h i n e s e  s t u d e n t s  c a n 

l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  f o r e i g n 

c u l t u r e s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r 

t h e  w o r l d  i n  a  r e l a x e d 

a n d  c h e e r f u l  a t m o s p h e r e , 

w h i l e  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h 

i n t e r n a t ion a l  s t uden t s  ove r 

food and d r ink s. 

T h e  f e s t i v a l  k i c k e d  o f f 

a t  t h e  N e w  S u n  S t u d e n t 

C e n t r e  a t  P K U ,  w h e r e 

representat ives of the va r ious 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s 

d e l i v e r e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

on  t he i r  h i s t o r y  a s  we l l  a s 

t r ad it iona l food and cu ltu re. 

A f t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s , 

s t u d e n t s  m o v e d  t o  t h e 

S t u d e n t  C a n t e e n  5 ,  w h e r e 

internat iona l student s cooked 

t r a d i t ion a l  food  f r om t he i r 

o w n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  s h a r e d 

them with each other.

T h e  K o r e a n  s t u d e n t s 

b r o u g h t  t h r e e  k i n d s  o f 

t r a d i t i on a l  f o o d ,  o f  w h i ch 

t h e  r i c e  c a k e s ,  a  k i n d 

o f  d e s s e r t ,  w a s  t h e  m o s t 

w a r m l y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e 

o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .  Ta k o y a k i 

f rom Japan wa s a l so popu l a r 
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a t  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  S t u d e n t s 

f r o m  Tu r k e y  a l s o  b r o u g h t 

t r a d i t i o n a l  d e s s e r t  f o r 

o t he r  s t ud en t s .  O t he r  t h a n 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c u i s i n e ,  t h e 

Ch ine se  ho s t s  a l so  prepa red 

s p e c i a l  d e l i c a c i e s  f r o m 

Ch i n a  fo r  t he  i n t e r n a t ion a l 

s tudent s .

T a i  L i n ,  o n e  o f  t h e 

o r g a n i z e r s  o f  t h e  j o i n t 

f e s t i v a l  f r om t he  S choo l  o f 

I n t e r n a t i on a l  S t ud i e s ,  s a i d 

that  the most  plea s ant th ing 

du r i ng the whole event  wa s 

t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  i t s e l f .  S h e 

en joyed  t he  ch a nce  t o  p l a n 

a nd s ecu re  spon sor sh ip s  fo r 

t h e  f e s t i v a l  w i t h  s t u d e n t s 

f rom the other two f acu lt ie s . 

S h e  a l s o  f e l t  a  d e e p  s e n s e 

o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  w h e n  t h e 

a c t i v i t i e s  w e n t  e x a c t l y  a s 

pl anned. 

T he  mo s t  p l e a s a n t  t h i n g 

t h a t  W u  D i ,  o n e  o f  t h e 

organ izer s f rom the School of 

Fore ig n Lang uage s ,  reca l led 

w a s  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e v i e w s 

f rom t he  f e s t i v a l  a t t endee s . 

Howeve r ,  he  r eg r e t t ed  t h a t 

he cou ld not t a s te any of the 

de l ic ac ie s  h im se l f  a s  he wa s 

bu sy coord ina t i ng the event 

t h a t  d ay.  He  j oke d  t h a t  he 

wou ld def in itely be there for 

t h e  nex t  e ven t ,  bu t  j u s t  a s 

a  pa r t ic ipant  so  t h a t  he c an 

t a s t e  a l l  t he  d e l i c iou s  food 

ava i l able at the fe st iva l .  

F o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  o n l y  w e r e 

they able to t a s te food f rom 

a l l  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d 

lea r n about other count r ie s’ 

h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  t h e y 

w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  a b o u t  t h e 

t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t 

k n o w  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n 

count r ie s before they s t a r ted 

t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 

fe st iva l .  

T houg h  t he r e  we r e  s ome 

o b s t a c l e s  f a c e d  d u r i n g 

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  p r o c e s s , 

t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F o o d 

Fe s t i v a l  wa s  ove r a l l  a  huge 

s u c c e s s .  B o t h  C h i n e s e 

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s 

e n j o y e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e 

fe s t iva l wh i le lea rn ing about 

d i f ferent cu lture s .     

O
n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f 

A p r i l  19 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e 

t h i r d  a n n u a l  Pe k i n g 

U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U )  S p o r t s 

Nig ht  wa s  he ld  a t  t he  PKU 

N o .  1  G y m n a s i u m  n e a r 

We i m i n g  L a k e .  P r o f e s s o r 

L i n  J i a n h u a ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f 

P K U,  P r o f e s s o r  Ye  J i n g y i , 

V ice  Cha i r m a n o f  t he  PKU 

C om m i t t e e ,  P r o f e s s o r  G a o 

S o n g ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f 

PK U,  took  pa r t  i n  t he  g a l a 

a nd Sh in i ng Run ac t iv i t ie s . 

O t h e r  a t t e n d e e s  i n c l u d e 

Ruan Cao,  Sec re t a r y  o f  t he 

PKU Youth Commit tee, and 

P r o f e s s o r  L i  N i n g ,  D e a n 

o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Ph y s i c a l 

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S p o r t s 

Sc ience. 

T he  g a l a  k i cked  o f f  w i t h 

t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  a  v i d e o  o f 

Ol y mpic  med a l i s t s  o f f e r i n g 

t h e i r  w e l l - w i s h e s  t o  t h e 

PKU Spor t s Night . Th i s wa s 

fol lowed by a ser ie s of wel l-

choreog raphed per formances. 

T h i r t y  i n f l u en t i a l  Ch i ne s e 

O l y m p i a n s  w e r e  i n v i t e d 

PKU Sports Night 
>  Wei Wei 

t o  p r e s e n t  a w a r d s  t o  t h e 

c h a m p i o n s  o f  s p o r t s 

c o m p e t i t i o n s  h e l d  i n  P K U 

ove r  t he  p r ev iou s  s eme s t e r . 

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  w e l l -

k now n awa rd s — t he  a n nu a l 

PKU Spor t sman sh ip  Awa rd , 

w h i c h  t y p i c a l l y  g o e s  t o 

t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d 

g r o u p s  t h a t  h a v e  m a d e 

r e m a r k a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

t o  s p o r t s  a t  P K U,  we n t  t o 

L i u  Y i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  P K U 

H e a l t h  S c i e n c e  C e n t r e , 

Q i a n  J u n w e i ,  a n d  W a n g 

Yu l ao f rom the Depa r tment 

o f  Ph y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d 

Spor t s Sc ience, and the PKU 

ba sketba l l  team. 

P K U ’ s  n e w  P r e s i d e n t , 

P r o f .  L i n  J i a n h u a ,  w a s  a l l  

d e c k e d  o u t  i n  s p o r t s w e a r . 

He  t ook  t he  s t a g e  t o  s h a r e 

h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e 

r e l a t ion sh ip  be t ween spor t s 

a nd  educ a t ion .  He  a s s e r t e d 

that not on ly can spor t s help 

o n e  t o  k e e p  f i t ,  b u t  t h a t 

i t  w i l l  a l s o  e n h a n c e  o n e ’ s 

w i l l p owe r .  He  a l s o  quo t e d 

f o r me r  PK U P r e s i d e n t  C a i 

Yu a n p e i ,  w h o  h a d  p l a c e d 

g r e a t  em ph a s i s  on  phy s i c a l 

educat ion and suppor ted the 

id e a  o f  s t r eng t hen i ng  one ’s 

ch a r a c t e r  t h r ou g h  phy s i c a l 

e d u c a t i o n .  P r e s i d e n t  L i n 

advocated that PKU student s 

s h o u l d  d e v o t e  t h e m s e l v e s 

t o  b o t h  a c a d e m i c s  a n d 

p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e ,  a s  t h e y 

both  l ay  t he  found a t ion for 

a n y o n e  w i s h i n g  t o  w o r k 

fo r  t he  c au s e  o f  i mprov i n g 

s o c i e t y .  P r e s i d e n t  L i n , 

w ho  h a d  p l a y e d  b a s k e t b a l l  

du r i ng h i s  e a r l y  yea r s ,  t hen 

t e a m e d  u p  w i t h  a  s t u d e n t 

f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

H i s tor y to compete i n f ree -

t h r o w  s h o o t o u t  w i t h  t w o 

s t u d e n t s  c h o s e n  r a n d o m l y 

f r o m  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  A f t e r 

o u t p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  o t h e r 

t e a m ,  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e 

audience bur st into applauses 

a n d  c h e e r s , P r e s i d e n t  L i n 

i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  a u d i e n c e 

f u r t h e r  i n  a n  e c s t a t i c 

a tmosphere. He even  u sed  a 

s e l f i e  s t i ck  t o  t ake  a  pho to 

with everyone present. 

S o o n  a f t e r w a r d s ,  V i c e 

Chairman of PKU Committee 

Ye  J i n g y i  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

launch of the “PKU Spor ting 
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D r e a m  P ro j e c t ” . T h i s  i s  a 

char ity project established by 

t he  PKU S tuden t  Un ion  i n 

2014 , wh ich  ha s  the  a im o f 

serving society. This year, the 

project will build playgrounds 

for  ch i ldren in  remote  a rea s 

of Inner Mongolia and Hebei 

w i t h  t h e  h o p e  o f  c r e a t i n g 

m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r 

ch i ld ren  who love  spor t s  to 

pursue and fulfill their dreams. 

T h e  l o n g  a n t i c i p a t e d 

S h i n i n g  R u n  wa s  a r g u a b l y 

the  b igge s t  h igh l igh t  o f  the 

S p o r t s  N i g h t .  O n e  h o u r 

be fore  the  ac t iv i ty  o f f i c i a l ly 

c o m m e n c e d , h u n d r e d s  o f 

p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a d  q u e u e d 

u p  e a g e r l y  f o r  f l u o r e s c e n t 

mater ials and light sticks. The 

m o m e n t  t h ey  r e c e i ve d  t h e 

i tems, they went  ahead wi th 

c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  ow n  u n i q u e 

DIY T-sh i r t s  and decora t ing 

themse lve s  w i th  f l uo re s cen t 

m a t e r i a l s .  A c c o r d i n g 

t o  m a n y  s t u d e n t s ,  i t 

was  exci t ing to be able 

t o  mee t  t h e i r  f avo r i t e 

athletes and bands and to 

run together with them. 

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e, t h e 

vo l u n t e e r s  s u p p o r t i n g 

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e 

wo r k i n g  h a r d  o n  t h e 

f ina l  p repa r a t ion s . “We 

h a d  a  v e r y  t h o r o u g h 

rehea r s a l  l a s t  n igh t . I t  i s  an 

annua l  event , and we are  a l l 

t r ying our best  to create the 

b e s t  a t m o s p h e r e  p o s s i b l e 

s o  t h a t W  a l l  p e o p l e  c a n 

en joy  themse l ve s ,” s a i d  one 

volunteer. 

A f t e r  t h e  S p o r t s  N i g h t 

awa r d  c e r e m o ny, h u n d r e d s 

o f  Sh in ing  Run par t i c ipant s 

ga thered near  the  nor thwes t 

gate of the No. 1 Gymnasium. 

T h e  e n t i r e  “ s t a r r y  t r a c k ” 

a longs ide  Weiming Lake was 

decorated with colorful lights. 

With President Lin leading the 

whole team, runner s enjoyed 

the bobbing l ight  di sp lays  as 

they jogged along the lake in 

the cool  n ight . Spor t s  a ren’t 

only about competition but also 

about doing fun activities with 

fr iends. 

The beaut i fu l  s t a r r y  n ight 

of  spor ts  ra i sed the s tudents ’ 

awarenes s  to  the impor tance 

of exercise. Many par ticipants 

i n t e r v i ewe d  s a i d  t h a t  t h ey 

were motivated to star t living 

a healthy lifestyle and a passion 

for sports was ignited. The hope 

is that the enthusiasm displayed 

dur ing the eventful night will 

no t  be  fo rgo t t en  and  tha t  a 

s t ronger  spor t s  and  exerc i s e 

culture will be cultivated. 

T
he closing ceremony of 

the Pek ing Un iver s i t y 

Nationa l Model United 

Nat ions Conference for High 

School Student s (PKUMUN) 

was held on March 29, 2015. 

The four-day event saw h igh 

school student s f rom a l l over 

the count r y gather at Pek ing 

University to contr ibute their 

ideas and ef forts to solve global 

issues. 

PKU National Model UN Conference 
for High School Students 
>  Zhang Rutian
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O v e r  f i v e  h u n d r e d 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o b s e r ve r s , 

a n d  a d v i s e r s  f r o m  m o r e 

than a hundred h igh school s 

at tended the con ference. His 

E x c e l l e n c y  M r .  M o h a m e d 

Fa i s a l ,  Ma ld ive s Amba s sador 

to China, Yan Liang, Director 

of the Secretar iat Depar tment 

of  t he Ch ina A s soc i a t ion of 

the United Nat ions, Professor 

Wang Yiming, Vice Secretary 

o f  Pek i ng Un iver s i t y  Youth 

L e a g u e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d 

P r o f e s s o r  W a n g  Y i z h o u , 

D e pu t y  D e a n  o f  S cho o l  o f 

Inter nat iona l  S t ud ie s  g r aced 

the opening ceremony. 

T h e  y e a r  o f  2 015  m a r k s 

t he  t a r g e t  d a t e  o f  t he  e i g ht 

M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t 

G o a l s  ( M D G s ) .  T h e y  a r e : 

Erad icat ing ex t reme pover t y 

and hunger, achiev ing 

u n i v e r s a l  p r i m a r y 

educat ion, promot ing 

g e nd e r  e q u a l i t y  a nd 

empower i ng  women , 

r e d u c i n g  c h i l d 

mor t a l i t y,  improv ing 

m a t e r n a l  h e a l t h , 

combat ing HIV/AIDS, 

m a l a r i a  a nd  o t he r  d i s e a s e s , 

e n s u r i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

susta inabi l it y, and developing 

a  g l o b a l  p a r t n e r s h i p  f o r 

development. PKUMUN i s a 

golden oppor tun it y for h igh 

school student s to rev iew the 

wor ld ’s  deve lopment  a nd to 

envision a brighter future. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f o u r 

d ay s ,  t he  s t ud en t  d e l e g a t e s 

r e p r e s en t ed  t he i r  cou n t r y ’s 

p o s i t i o n ,  d e l i v e r e d  f i e r y 

s peeche s  a nd  nego t i a t ed  on 

topics such as chi ldren health, 

g l o b a l  f i n a n c e ,  a v i a t i o n 

acc ident s ,  a l l  o f  wh ich have 

captured the world ’s attention 

in the past year.  

A t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 

Ch i ld ren' s  Fund ( UNICEF), 

t he  d e l e g a t e s  no t ed  t h a t  i n 

l e s s  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s , 

u nde r  t he  h a r s h  cond i t ion s 

o f  soc i a l  i n s t ab i l i t y,  under -

qu a l i f i e d  l i f e - m a i n t e n a nc e 

s y s t em a nd  low i ncome s ,  i t 

i s  d i f f icu l t  for  a  count r y to 

“P r e s i d e n t  L i n  a d v o -
c a t e d  t h a t  P K U  s t u d e n t s  
s h o u l d  d evote  th e m se lve s  
t o  b o t h  a c a d e m i c s  a n d  
p hys i c a l  exe rc i s e ,  a s  th ey  
b o t h  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
f o r  a n y o n e  w i s h i n g  t o  
wo r k  fo r  t h e  c a u s e  of  i m -
p rovi n g  so c i et y.  

“

“ “

P K U M U N  i s  a  g o l d -
e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  h i g h  
s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e -
v i e w  t h e  w o r l d ’s  d e v e l -
o p m e n t  a n d  t o  e n v i s i o n  
a  b ri g hte r  futu re .
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conduct i t s  Ea r ly Ch i ldhood 

Deve lopment  ( ECD)  po l i c y 

solely through its own ef forts. 

Lacking ef f icient management 

and enough f inancial resources 

t o  b o t h  s u p p o r t  E C D  a n d 

curb socia l chaos, the country 

i s t r apped in the d i lemma of 

needing to build a better ECD 

environment but being unable 

t o  c o v e r  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s 

expenses involved. Therefore, 

t h e  s t u d e n t  d e l e g a t e s 

concluded that establ ishing an 

inter nat iona l  a id mechan i sm 

may serve as a possible solution 

to these problems.

A t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 

E d u c a t i o n a l ,  S c i e n t i f i c 

a nd  Cu l t u r a l  O r g a n i z a t i on 

( U N E S C O) ,  t h e  d e l e g a t e s 

a r g u e d  t h a t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g 

countr ies, governments should 

deepen educat iona l  re for ms , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  l e g a l 

mea su re s to en su re teacher s’ 

sa lar ies, welfare, and the r ight 

to receive an educat ion. They 

also unanimously cal led for an 

increase in public expenditures 

on education.

At UN-Energy, the delegates 

argued that tradit iona l energy 

sou rce s  shou ld  be  g r adua l l y 

r e p l a c e d  b y  r e n e w a b l e 

energ y and that joint e f for t s 

a nd  co l l a b o r a t i on  b e t we e n 

count r ie s and reg ions shou ld 

be i nc rea sed .  It  i s  a l so v i t a l 

that count r ie s w ith advanced 

energy technologies share their 

exper ience and expert ise with 

less developed countr ies.

D e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  N G O s 

summit expla ined that NGOs 

shou ld devote more at tent ion 

t o w a r d s  h e a l t h y  l i v i n g 

a n d  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n .  T h e y 

shou ld sh a re  a nd spre ad t he 

r i g h t  va lue s ,  wh ich  i nc lude 

s o c i a l  r e s p on s i b i l i t y  a nd  a 

pos it ive at t itude toward l i fe. 

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  N G O s 

shou ld cooper a te more w ith 

governments and the media to 

exert greater inf luence.

A t  t he  S ecu r i t y  Cou nc i l , 

the deleg ate s  advocated that 

U N  s h ou l d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e 

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c i t i z e n s  i n 

wa r and con f l ic t  zone s .  The 

ma intenance of internat iona l 

p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  s h o u l d 

a l so include the rest r ict ion of 

chemical weapons.

De l e g a t e s  a t  t he  G ene r a l 

Assembly exchanged opin ions 

on functional regulations for a 

new internat iona l superv ision 

s y s t em ,  a nd  t hey  r e a ched  a 

c o n s e n s u s  t h a t  d e v e l o p i n g 

count r ie s shou ld be involved 

i n  a nd  p l ay  a n  i nc r e a s i n g l y 

impor tant role in establ ish ing 

the internat iona l super v i s ion 

s y s t e m .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s 

improving safety in countr ies, 

protect ing foreign compan ies 

and investments, and sustaining 

e c ono m i c  a i d  f o r  t h e  l e a s t 

developed countr ies.

Yo u n g  p e o p l e  a r e  f u l l 

o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  t h r o u g h 

fr iendship, understanding, and 

cooperat ion, they a re poi sed 

t o  m a ke  t he  wor ld  a  be t t e r 

place. By al lowing high school 

students to view internat iona l 

i s s u e s  f r o m  m u l t i p l e 

per spec t ive s ,  PKUMU N ha s 

contr ibuted to the deepen ing 

o f  s t u d e n t s ’  aw a r e ne s s  a nd 

u nde r s t a nd i ng  o f  t he  wor ld 

around us. 

I
n China, the beg inning of  

ever y Apr i l i s a per iod of  

be au t y  a nd  s o l e m n ne s s . 

T h e  Q i n g m i n g  F e s t i v a l ,  

which f a l l s on either  Apr i l  4 

or 5 of  the Gregor ian ca lendar, 

marks a special t ime in Chinese 

t r a d i t i o n  t o  s w e e p  t o m b s 

a n d  r e m e m b e r  a n c e s t o r s . 

P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

h e l d  i t s  a n n u a l  p u b l i c 

memor i a l  du r i ng t he t h ree -

d a y  Q i n g m i n g  h o l i d a y  i n 

memor y of the pa st teacher s , 

s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  a l u m n i  o f 

PKU who have devoted thei r 

l i f e  t o  t h e  n o b l e  c a u s e  o f 

l iber a t ion and deve lopment . 

Hu nd r e d s  o f  PK U t e a che r s 

a n d  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 

s e r ie s  o f  ce remon ie s  du r i ng 

these th ree days . 

H o n o ri n g  th e  Pa st

On t he  mor n i ng  o f  Apr i l 

4 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  P r o f e s s o r  Z h u 

Sh a n l u ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  PK U 

C o u n c i l ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r 

K e  Ya n g ,  E x e c u t i v e  V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  P K U ,  l e d 

t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s 

f r om d i f f e r e n t  s cho o l s  a nd 

d e p a r t men t s  t o  t h e  Pek i n g 

U n i v e r s i t y  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 

M a r t y r s  M o n u m e n t  f o r 

t h i s  ye a r ’s  pub l i c  memor i a l 

c e r e m o n y.  P r o f .  Z h u  a n d 

Prof .  Ke pre sented bouquet s 

a t  t he  monu ment ,  fo l l owed 

b y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s 

w h o  l a i d  f l o w e r s  a n d 

b o w e d  i n  r e s p e c t .  L a t e r , 

t h e y  wa l ke d  t o  t h e  s t a t u e s 

o f  L i  D a z h a o ,  l i b r a r i a n  a t 

PK U a nd  co fou nd e r  o f  t h e 

Ch i ne s e  C om mu n i s t  Pa r t y, 

a n d  C a i  Yu a n p e i ,  f o r m e r 

p r e s i d e n t  o f  P K U  w h o 

a s sembled in f luent ia l f igure s 

in the New Cu lture and May 

Fou r t h  Move me n t s ,  t o  p a y 

t h e i r  r e s p e c t s .  D u r i n g  t h e 

memor ia l , Cha i rman Zhu and 

Prof essor Ke inter ac ted w ith 

t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g 

t h e m  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e s e 

p i o n e e r s  a n d  t a k e  u p  t h e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  l e a d i n g 

thei r generat ion. 

On the nex t  d ay, a no t he r 

Honoring the Past, Looking to the Future
Public Memorial Ceremonies for 
Qingming Festival
>  He Yuchen
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pu b l i c  me mor i a l  c e r e mon y 

w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  J i n g y u a n 

Pa r k  i n  PK U.  Two  s t ud en t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e c i t e d 

p o e m s  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  

monu men t  t o  ex p r e s s  t he i r  

r e s p e c t  a n d  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e 

m a r t y r s .  P r o f e s s o r  Y e 

J i n g y i ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  o f  

PKU Counc i l ,  a t t ended t he 

ceremony.

T h e  m e m o r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

w e r e  n o t  j u s t  c o n f i n e d 

t o  c a m p u s .  O n  A p r i l  6 ,  

s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  C o l l e g e 

o f  E nv i r on men t a l  S c i e nc e s  

a nd Eng i nee r i ng ,  S chool  o f  

G ove r n men t  a nd  S choo l  o f  

E a r t h  a n d  S p a c e  S c i e n c e s  

h e a d e d  t o  t h e  W a n  A n 

Cemeter y to pay homage to 

t he  t omb o f  L i  Da zh ao  a nd 

to  r ec a l l  h i s  g re a t  devot ion 

to Ch ina’s  revolut ion and to 

the foundat ion of  the Pa r t y.  

D i ve r s e  M e m o r i a l  
Ac t i v i t i e s  

At the s ame t ime,  va r iou s  

s c h o o l s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  

i n  P K U  h e l d  t h e i r  o w n 

m e m o r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o 

p a y  t h e i r  r e s p e c t s  t o  p a s t  

t e a c h e r s  a n d  m a r t y r s .  O n 

t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  A p r i l  3 ,  

s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

f r o m  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  

E c o n o m i c s  a t t e n d e d  t h e 

pub l i c  me mor i a l  c e r e mony 

i n  h o n o r  o f  L i  D a z h a o 

a n d  P r o f e s s o r  C h e n 

D a i s u n .  P r o f e s s o r  C h e n 

D a i s u n  w a s  t h e  f o r m e r 

D e a n  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

Econom ic s ,  now the School  

o f  E c o n o m i c s ,  a n d  w a s 

f o r m e r l y  o n e  o f  C h i n a ’ s  

most  pre s t ig iou s econom i s t s .  

H e  h a d  d e d i c a t e d  h i s  l i f e  

t o  a c a d e m i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d 

P K U ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e 

r e c i t a t i o n  o f  i n s c r i p t i o n s  

a nd le t t e r s ,  toge ther  w i t h  a  

v i s i t  t o  t he  memor i a l  h a l l ,  

p r o v i d e d  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  

d e e p e r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  

t h e  t wo  g r e a t  f i g u r e s ,  a nd 

led them to re f lec t  on the i r  

behav ior s  and goa l s  i n l i fe .

I n  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  C a i  

Yu a n p e i ,  Yu a n p e i  C o l l e g e 

h e l d  i t s  ow n  c e r e m o n y  o n 

the mor n ing of  Apr i l  4.  The 

col lege i nher i t s  not  on ly h i s  

name but a l so h i s  i n f luent i a l  

s u p p o r t  o f  “ f r e e d o m  a n d 

d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h o u g h t s ” ,  

w h i c h  h e  p u t  f o r w a r d 

n e a r l y  o n e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  

a g o .  F i r s t - ye a r  s t ud e n t s  o f  

Yu a n p e i  C o l l e g e  w e r e  i n 

a t t e n d a n c e ,  a n d  t h e y  t o o k 

t u r n s  to l ay f lower s  i n f ront  

of  the s t a t ue of  Ca i  Yuanpei  

a nd  t o  p ay  t he i r  r e s pe c t  t o 

h i m .  “ I t  wa s  a  mov i n g  a nd 

u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s c e n e ,”  s a i d 

s t u d e n t  X u  X i n q i n g ,  “ I t  

h e l p s  u s  b e t t e r  u nd e r s t a nd 

the core va lue of ou r col lege 

wh ich we a re a l l  proud of .” 

Some s t udent s  even l i ngered 

i n  f r on t  o f  t he  s t a t ue  a f t e r  

t h e  c e r e m o n y  t o  c o n t i n u e 

the i r  contempl a t ion .

T he  c e r emony 

f i r s t  t o o k  p l a c e 

i n  2 0 0 9  a n d 

w a s  i n i t i a t e d 

b y  s t u d e n t s .  I t  

rema in s  a  un ique 

t r a d i t i o n  o f  

Yu a npe i  Co l l e g e 

s i n c e  t h en .  “ We 

h o p e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c a n 

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

i n t e n t i on  o f  f ou nd i n g  t h i s  

col lege ,” s a id Profe s sor  Guo 

L i  f r o m  Yu a n p e i  C o l l e g e ,  

“and we a re g l ad to see th a t  

s t u d e n t s  d o  b e n e f i t  f r o m 

such ac t iv i t ie s .”

L o o k i n g  to  t h e  Fu t u r e

A s  t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  

u n i v e r s i t y  i n  C h i n a ’ s  

h i s t o r y ,  P K U  h a s  g i v e n 

b i r t h  t o  g e n e r a t i o n s  

o f  p i o n e e r s  w h o  h a v e 

con t r i bu t e d  eno r mou s l y  t o 

the count r y ’s  moder n i z a t ion 

and rev iva l .  From revolut ion 

t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  f r o m 

l i t e r a t u r e  t o  s c i e n c e ,  PK U 

h a s  l e f t  i t s  i mpac t  i n  eve r y 

p a r t  o f  t h e  t u r b u l e n t  a n d 

g lo r iou s  h i s t o r y  o f  mode r n 

C h i n a .  T a k e  t h e  P e k i n g 

U n i v e r s i t y  R e v o l u t i o n a r y 

M a r t y r s  M o n u m e n t  a s  a n 

e x a m p l e ,  c a r v e d  b e h i n d  i t  

we r e  t he  n a me s  o f  n i ne t y -

f ive  t e a che r s ,  s t udent s ,  a nd 

a lum n i who had g iven the i r  

l i fe  i n the f i ght  for  f reedom 

f rom 1919 to 1952 ,  w ith the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p i o n e e r ,  L i  

Da zhao,  be ing the f i r s t .

T h e  p u b l i c  m e m o r i a l  

p r o v i d e s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  

c h a n c e  t o  d e e p e n  t h e i r  

l i n k s  w i t h  g r e a t  f i g u r e s  o f  

t he  pa s t .  “ I t  i s  about  soc i a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,”  s a i d  G u o 

Z iq i a n ,  who pa r t ic ipa t ed i n 

t h e  m e m o r i a l  o n  A p r i l  5 ,  

“a nd  r e s pon s i b i l i t y  i s  wh a t  

ever y s t udent a t  PKU shou ld 

not  shy away f rom.”

Guo Z iq i an ,  who ha s  ju s t  

re t u r ned f rom a com mun it y 

w o r k  t r i p  i n  N o r t h 

K o r e a ,  m e n t i o n e d  w h a t  a  

con t empor a r y  PK U s t uden t 

can do to le ad soc ie t y.  “We 

see soc i a l  i s sue s  th a t  c a l l  for  

concer n ,  a nd we shou ld not  

he s i t a te  i n t r y i ng to add re s s  

t hem ,  bo t h  on  c a m pu s  a nd 

of f  c ampus .” 

Pang Huan f rom Graduate 

S c h o o l  o f  E d u c a t i o n  s a i d 

th a t  th i s  wa s  the th i rd t ime 

t h a t  s h e  h a d  t a k e n  p a r t  i n 

s u c h  m e m o r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

“Ever y t ime i t  o f fe r s  me the 

chance to re f lec t ,” she s a id .

“We  s e e  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  t h at  
c a l l  f o r  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  w e  
s h o u l d  n ot  h e s itate  i n  tr yi n g  
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e m ,  b o t h  o n  
c a m p u s  a n d  of f  c a m p u s .

“
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T
h e  3 6 t h  B o a r d  o f  

Directors Meeting (BOD) 

o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 

o f  E a s t  A s i a n  R e s e a r c h 

Un ive r s i t i e s  (A E A RU )  a nd 

the 3rd A EA RU Sympos ium 

on  t he  Cu l t u r e  o f  Ch i ne s e 

C h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  h e l d  a t 

P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) 

on Apr i l  11,  2015.  Twent y-

s e ve n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r om 

the Chinese ma in land, Hong 

Kong, Ta iwan, South Korea , 

and Japan were present. Chen 

Jun, Cha i rper son of AEARU 

a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  N a n j i n g 

Un iver s it y,  and Lin J i anhua , 

President of PKU, extended a 

warm welcome to the guest s 

a nd de l ivered the i r  open ing 

addresses. 

I n  h i s  s p e e ch ,  P r e s i d e n t 

Lin pointed out that members 

o f  A E A RU sh a r ed  com mon 

c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d 

a c a d e m i c  p u r s u i t s ,  a n d 

t h e y  t o g e t h e r  s h o u l d e r e d 

a  c o m m o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

fo r  t he  d eve lopmen t  o f  t he 

reg ion. Despite the cha l lenges 

brought by g loba l i zat ion and 

internat iona l izat ion, AEARU 

had coped wel l and enhanced 

higher educat ion in East Asia. 

Pre s ident Lin a l so recounted 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n 

PKU and A EA RU s i nce the 

u n i v e r s i t y  f i r s t  j o i n e d  t h e 

o r g a n i z a t ion  i n  1998 .  PK U 

had witnessed the remarkable 

g r o w t h  o f  A E A RU  i n  t h e 

past decade, and it i s eager to 

contr ibute to the development 

of the associat ion. 

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  f l a g s h i p 

p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  A E A RU, 

the 3rd A EA RU Sympos ium 

on  t he  Cu l t u r e  o f  Ch i ne s e 

Cha r ac ter s  wa s held a t  PKU 

l a t e r  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o n 

t h e  s a m e  d a y .  O r g a n i z e d 

b y  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  C h i n e s e 

L a n g u a g e  a n d  L i t e r a t u r e 

o f  P K U ,  t h e  m e e t i n g 

w a s  a i m e d  a t  p r o m o t i n g 

academic communicat ion and 

d e ve l o p m e n t  a m o n g s t  E a s t 

A s i a n  r e s e a r ch  u n i ve r s i t i e s 

i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  C h i n e s e 

character s and thei r inherent 

c u l t u r e .  L i  Ya n s o n g ,  V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t  o f  P K U,  a n d  J i n 

Yo n g b i n g ,  P r o f e s s o r  a n d 

Par ty Secretar y of the School 

o f  C h i n e s e  L a n g u a g e  a n d 

L i t e r a t u r e ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e 

opening ceremony. 

V i c e  P re s i d en t  L i , i n  h i s 

o p e n i n g  s p e e c h , s a i d  t h a t 

Chinese  charac ter s  were  not 

o n l y  a  s y m b o l  o f  t h e  f i ve -

t h o u s a n d - ye a r - o l d  C h i n e s e 

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  a n 

impor tant  br idge that  l inked 

together East Asian countr ies. 

H e  h o p e d  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s 

m e e t i n g  wo u l d  d e e p e n  t h e 

par ticipants’ understanding of 

Chinese character s  and their 

culture. 

In the two-day symposium 

t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  t w e n t y -

th ree top schola r s f rom both 

home and abroad had a l ively 

d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  o r i g i n , 

evo lu t ion ,  a nd  d i f f u s ion  o f 

Chinese characters. 

T
he annual conference of 

Asia-Pacif ic Association 

f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Educat ion (APAIE) wa s held 

f rom Ma rch 24  to  26 ,  2 015 

a t  t he  Be i j i ng  In t e r n a t ion a l 

Convent ion  Cent e r .  Pek i ng 

U n i v e r s i t y  ( P K U ) ,  a s  t h e 

ma i n ho s t ,  worked toge ther 

w i t h  o t h e r  t o p  C h i n e s e 

inst itut ions of higher learning 

to welcome educat ion exper t s 

and university presidents from 

a c ro s s  t he  g lobe .  K a t s u i ch i 

Uch ida, Pres ident of APAIE, 

Wu Zh ipan ,  Execut ive Vice 

President of PKU, Li Yansong, 

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  P K U , 

a nd  Z hen g  Den g wen ,  V i c e 

Director of Beijing Municipal 

C o m m i s s i o n  o f  E d u c a t i o n 

attended the opening ceremony 

and addressed the audience.  

I n  t h e i r  s p e e c h e s ,  t h e y 

r e v i e w e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f 

A PAIE’s  a nnua l  con ference s 

and emphasized the signif icance 

o f  e n h a n c i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n 

i n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a -

Pacif ic region. As a non-prof it 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n 

ded ic a t ed  to  en h a nc i ng  t he 

internat iona l izat ion of h igher 

educat ion in the Asia-Paci f ic 

reg ion and around the world, 

A PA I E  h a s  n o w  g r o w n  t o 

be the th i rd l a rge s t  reg iona l 

education organization since it 

was f i r st establ i shed in 2006. 

The APAIE Annual Conference 

and Exh ibit ion a l so pl ay s an 

i nc r e a s i n g l y  c r uc i a l  r o l e  i n 

bringing together policy-makers 

and education experts to improve 

their professional skills and learn 

about  new deve lopment s  i n 

international education.

Un d e r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  t h e m e 

o f  “ T h e  N e w  P a r a d i g m 

o f  E n g a g i n g  A s i a  P a c i f i c 

U n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  E x c h a n g e 

and Cooperat ion in a Globa l 

C o n t e x t :  C h a l l e n g e s , 

Opportunit ies and Solut ions”, 

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  f e a t u r e d  a 
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va r ie t y  o f  a c t iv i t ie s  such a s 

forums, exhibitions, workshops, 

a n d  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s . 

Represent at ive s f rom a round 

t h e  w o r l d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n 

t h e s e  m u l t i p l e  f o r m s  o f 

communication and discussion, 

exchang ing their per spect ives 

on issues such as student support 

s e r v ice s ,  cou r se  a nd projec t 

patterns, and internationalization 

strategy. 

A s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f 

t he  con f e r ence ,  t he  A PA I E 

P re s iden t s ’  Rou nd t ab le  wa s 

held at PKU's Ying jie Overseas 

Exchange Centre on March 25. 

Centering on this year's theme, 

“Universities: Driving Force for 

Innovat ion, Entrepreneur sh ip 

and Economic Development”, 

t h ree  le ad i ng spea ker s  were 

i nv i t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  k e y no t e 

speeches. They were, President 

Mr. Ian O'Connor of Gr if f ith 

Un i ve r s i t y,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t 

Claudia Leopold of University 

of Hamburg, and President Peng 

Long of Beijing Foreign Studies 

University. Their understanding 

of the miss ion of un iver sit ies 

i n prov id ing knowledge and 

a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g i e s  f o r 

socia l progress and innovation 

st imulated d i scuss ions among 

participants. 

The th ree -d ay con ference 

was concluded by a gala dinner 

with impressive per formances 

put up by Ch ine se s t udent s , 

fo l low ing wh ich the A PAIE 

f lag was handed from PKU to 

the Univer sit y of Melbourne, 

t he  ho s t  o f  t he  nex t  a n nua l 

conference. 

A
u s t r a l i a  N a t i o n a l 

U n i v e r s i t y  D a y  w a s 

successfu l ly held at the 

Ying j ie  Exchange Center  of 

Pek ing Un iver s it y (PKU) on 

Apr i l  14, 2015. A delegat ion 

l e d  b y  I a n  Y o u n g  A O , 

President of Austral ia National 

U n i v e r s i t y  ( A N U ) ,  a n d 

Andrew Bar r, Chief Min ister 

o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  C a p i t a l 

Te r r i t o r y,  v i s i t e d  PK U a nd 

was warmly received by PKU 

President Lin Jianhua and Vice 

President Li Yanson.

ANU, located in Canberra, 

Au s t r a l i a ,  i s  i n t e r n a t ion a l l y 

renowned for its high standards 

in teaching and research. It is 

regarded as one of the leading 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h 

un iver sit ies both in Aust ra l ia 

and around the world. During 

t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e m o n y , 

President Lin noted that since 

col l abor a t ion bet ween ANU 

and PKU f i r s t  beg an i n  t he 

19 8 0 s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r og r e s s 

ha s been ach ieved in va r ious 

f i e l d s  s u c h  a s  e n g i n e e r i n g 

a n d  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d 

he  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  hope  t h a t 

t he  t wo  u n ive r s i t i e s  wou ld 

s e i z e  eve r y  oppor t un i t y  fo r 

f u r t he r  com mu n ic a t ion  a nd 

cooperation. 

P r e s i d e n t  Y o u n g  a n d 

Min i ster Bar r each del ivered 

a  2 0 -m i nu t e  s p e e ch  on  t he 

topic, “The Role Universit ies 

P l ay  i n  t he  Deve lopment  o f 

State Economy”, discussing the 

cha r ac ter i s t ic s  tha t  a  wor ld-

class university should possess 

to be t t e r  se r ve the count r y. 

In thei r speech, they st res sed 

t he  i nc r e a s i ng l y  s i g n i f i c a n t 

role that Ch ina pl ay s on the 

wor ld  s t a g e ,  wh ich  wa s  t he 

chief reason ANU placed more 

emphasis on Chinese Studies. 

B o t h  You n g  a n d  B a r r  a l s o 

ex pre s s ed  keen i n t e re s t  a nd 

wil l ingness to build a stronger 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  f u r t h e r 

cooperation.

After the opening ceremony, 

Ch a i r m a n  o f  PK U Cou nc i l 

Z h u  S h a n l u  m e t  w i t h  t h e 

de leg a t e s .  Both un ive r s i t i e s 

r e a c h e d  m o r e  a g r e e m e n t s 

t o  c o o p e r a t e  f u r t h e r  i n 

speci f ic a rea s such a s student 

exchanges. In the a f ternoon, 

PKU Vice President Wang Jie 

and Margaret Hard ing, ANU 

Vice P re s ident  o f  Re sea rch , 

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e 

a nd  f u t u r e  p ro spec t s  o f  t he 

t wo s chool s '  cooper a t ion i n 

scient i f ic research. A ser ies of 

a c adem ic  s em i n a r s  wa s  a l so 

conduc ted be t ween s chol a r s 

f r om bo t h  u n ive r s i t i e s  i n  a 

var iety of f ields. 

E
cole Polytechnique ( l ’X) 

and Pek ing Un iver s it y 

(PKU) signed a double 

d e g r e e  p r o g r a m  a g r e e me n t 

on mathemat ica l  sc ience s on 

March 31, 2015.

T h i s  d o u b l e  d e g r e e 

program agreement wi l l a l low 

s t udent s  i n  t he i r  t h i rd  ye a r 

o f  u nde r g r adu a t e  s t ud ie s  a t 

t he  School  o f  Mathemat ic a l 

Sc iences of PKU to t ake the 

internat iona l admission exam 

to enter l 'X. They wi l l study 

f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  F r a n c e 

before return ing to PKU for 

the f inal year of their Master’s 

degree. The students wi l l get 

b o t h  a  d i p l o m a  f r o m  P K U 

and l ’X. It i s hoped that th i s 

agreement wil l a lso encourage 

l 'X student s to come to PKU 

for research internships abroad.

D r .  L i  Ya n s o n g ,  V i c e -

P r e s i d e n t  o f  P K U ,  s p o k e 

h igh ly of  the double deg ree 

program with l'X. He regarded 

the compet it ive program as a 

new model of cooperat ion to 

of fer a unique opportunity for 

s t udent s of both un iver s i t ie s 

to ga in the most out of thei r 

un iver s it y exper ience and be 

better equipped with a mult i-

cu ltura l background. He a l so 

expressed a warm welcome to 

students from l'X. 

D r .  F r a n k  Pa c a r d ,  V i c e -

President for Academic Affairs 

and Resea rch of l 'X , v iewed 

th i s  prog ram a s a deepen ing 

of the cooperative relationship 

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i on  i n s t i t u t i on s .  He 

held that the multidiscipl inary 

a p p r o a c h  a d o p t e d  b y  l ' X 

i n  b o t h  p u r e  a n d  a p p l i e d 

mathemat ic s  s t udy wou ld be 

complementar y to that of the 

PKU School of Mathemat ica l 

Sc iences. He a l so hoped that 

t he  a g r e emen t  wou ld  s e r ve 

to enhance s t udent mobi l i t y 

between France and China.
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O
n  M a r c h  2 7 ,  2 0 1 5 , 

Profes sor Jia Qingguo, 

D e a n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l 

o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Re l a t i o n s 

at Pek ing Un iver s it y (PKU), 

s a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  k e y n o t e 

s p e e c h  o f  t h e  15 t h  a n n u a l 

con ference of FACES (Forum 

f o r  A m e r i c a n / C h i n e s e 

E xch a n g e  a t  S t a n fo rd )  t h a t 

t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y  m a r k s 

t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p e r i o d  o f 

bi l a ter a l  t ie s  between Ch ina 

a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 

I n  h i s  s p e e c h ,  P r o f .  J i a 

r e p e a t e d l y  e m ph a s i z e d  t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g 

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d 

i n c r e a s i n g  c o n s e n s u s 

b e t w e e n  C h i n a  a n d  t h e 

U. S . ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t he  a g e 

o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l 

g l o b a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  i s 

b e c a u s e  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

e ach o the r ’s  d ip lom at ic  a nd 

p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  c o u l d 

ea s i ly m i s lead both count r ie s 

a n d  b e c o m e  o b s t a c l e s  i n 

t h e  b i d  t o  c r e a t e  p e a c e f u l 

a n d  h a r m o n i o u s  b i l a t e r a l 

re l a t ion s .  “Fore ign re l a t ion s 

a re ju st l ike human rel at ions , 

t h e r e  n e e d s  t o  b e  m u t u a l 

t r u s t . ”  T h u s ,  P r o f .  J i a 

a r g ue s ,  Ch i n a  a nd t he  U.S . 

s h o u l d  f o c u s  m o r e  o n  t h e 

bene f i t s  t h a t  both count r ie s 

c a n  g e t  f r o m  e c o n o m i c 

c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  c o m m o n 

g o a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p u r e l y 

l o o k i n g  a t  p o l i t i c a l  o r 

m i l it a r y “th reat s”. 

P r o f .  J i a  Q i n g g u o  w a s 

born in 1956, in the Ch inese 

prov ince of Henan. Since he 

g r adua ted w ith a  doc tor a te s 

d e g r e e  f r o m  C o r n e l l 

Un ive r s i t y  i n  19 8 4 ,  he  h a s 

t aught a t  sever a l  pre s t ig iou s 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g 

B e i j i n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

S t ud ie s  Un ive r s i t y,  Cor ne l l 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 

C a l i f o r n i a  a t  S a n  D i e g o , 

a nd  Syd ney  Un ive r s i t y.  He 

i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  D e a n  o f 

t he  S choo l  o f  I n t e r n a t ion a l 

Stud ies at PKU ha s publ i shed 

e x t e n s i v e l y  o n  U . S . -

C h i n a  r e l a t i o n s ,  C h i n e s e 

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  a s  w e l l  a s 

C h i n e s e  p o l i t i c s .  P r o f .  J i a 

i s  a member of the St and ing 

Com m it tee and the Fore ig n 

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e 

Na t ion a l  Com m it t e e  o f  t he 

C h i n e s e  Pe o p l e ’ s  Po l i t i c a l 

Consu lt at ive Con ference. 

The Of f ice of  Internat iona l 

Relat ions recent ly conducted 

a n  i n t e r v iew w i t h  P ro f .  J i a 

o n  h i s  v i e w s  o n  S i n o - U .

S .  r e l a t ion s .  T he  fo l low i ng 

i s  a n  e x c e r p t  o f  P r o f .  J i a ’s 

re sponse to our quest ions. 

F u t u r e  o f  S i n o - U . S .  
R e l a t i o n s

“Dur ing the cold war, the 

economy of the Sov iet Union 

w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a k  a n d 

wa s  a l mo s t  non - i n f luen t i a l 

t o  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y . 

C o n t e m p o r a r y  C h i n a ,  i n 

cont ra s t ,  i s  a dynamic f ac tor 

i n  t he  wor ld  economy.  I t  i s 

a  p r i nc ip a l  t r a d i n g  p a r t ne r 

of a l l  it s neighbor s and most 

o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  i n d u s t r i a l 

power s , includ ing the United 

S t a t e s .  C h i n a  h a s  b o u n d 

it sel f  w ith the world and ha s 

been increa s ing it s in f luence 

i n  a  pe ace f u l  way,  not  on ly 

i n econom ic s  and t r ade,  but 

a l s o  c u l t u r a l l y.  T he r e f o r e , 

the s t r ateg ie s that were used 

du r i ng  t he  co ld  wa r  c a n not 

be appl ied now, wh ich means 

the wor ld ha s to reconst r uct 

a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r d e r  i n 

w h i c h  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  a r e 

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p o n e n t s ,” 

s a i d  P r o f .  J i a .  W hen  a s ke d 

for h i s opin ion of the future 

of Sino-U.S. re l a t ion s ,  Prof . 

J i a quoted Pres ident X i ’s ca l l  

f o r  a  “n e w  t y p e  o f  m a j o r -

power relat ionsh ip” at a 2013 

sum m it  w i t h  Un i t ed  S t a t e s’ 

P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k  O b a m a . 

Ch i ne s e  d ip lom a t s  s a i d  t he 

i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  d e f i n e d  b y 

t h r e e  p o i n t s :  n o  c o n f l i c t 

o r  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  m u t u a l 

re spec t for each other ' s  core 

intere st s and major concerns , 

a n d  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l 

cooperat ion. 

O n e  o f  t h e  t r i c k i e r 

p r o b l e m s  i n  S i n o - U . S . 

r e l a t ion s  bo i l s  dow n to  t he 

t e r r i tor i a l  d i spute s  be t ween 

C h i n a  a n d  i t s  n e i g h b o r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y  J a p a n .  P r o f . 

J i a  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e s e 

t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e s  p l a y 

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e 

S i n o - U . S .  r e l a t i o n s  a n d 

s h o u l d  n o t  b e  n e g l e c t e d . 

“ C h i n a  h a s  t o  s o l v e  t h e 

t e r r i t o r i a l  a n d  m a r i t i m e 

d i s pu t e s  w i t h  i t s  n e i g h b o r 

cou nt r ie s  p rompt l y  bec au s e 

the re l a t ion s between Ch ina 

a n d  t h e  n e i g h b o r s  w o u l d 

a f fect it s t ie s w ith the United 

S t a t e s ,”  P r o f .  J i a  b e l i e v e s 

that “the best way for Ch ina 

t o  t a ck l e  t he s e  p rob l em s  i s 

t o  k e e p  D e n g  X i a o p i n g ’ s 

d i p l o m a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  i n 

m ind and let the world know 

where Ch ina s t and s on these 

i s sue s .” Deng X iaoping ,  the 

c o u n t r y ’ s  l a t e  p a r a m o u n t 

l e a d e r ,  h a d  f i r s t  a d v a n c e d 

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  “ s e t t i n g 

a s i d e  d i s pu t e  a nd  pu r s u i n g 

jo i n t  deve lopment”  i n  1979 

in rel at ion to Ch ina’s d i spute 

w ith J apan over  t he D i aoy u 

(Senkaku) I s l and s. 

E n h a n c i n g  M u t u a l  
Tr u s t

T he  e a s i e s t  a nd  qu i cke s t 

way to enhance mutua l t r ust 

i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f .  J i a , 

a t  t he m ic ro leve l .  P rof .  J i a 

s a id  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  exch a nge 

p r o g r a m s  a n d 

e v e n t s ,  s u c h 

a s  F A C E S ,  a t 

t h e  g r a s s r o o t s 

l e v e l  w o u l d 

h e l p  e l i m i n a t e 

u n n e c e s s a r y 

m i s u nd e r s t a nd i n g s  o f  e a ch 

other. “It ’s l i ke any k ind s of 

h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w h e n 

y o u  h a v e  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h 

someone and became f r iend s 

w i t h  h i m ,  y o u  a r e  m o r e 

l i ke l y  to  not  v iew h i m a s  a 

th reat or enemy.” 

We  n o w  l i v e  i n  a n  a g e 

o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  s o c i a l 

med i a .  Eve r yone  c a n  e a s i l y 

e x p r e s s  a n d  s h a r e  h i s  o r 

h e r  o p i n i on s ,  f e e l i n g s  a n d 

thought s to ever yone on l ine. 

Ch ina ha s a huge popu lat ion, 

a nd  a s  such  t he r e  a r e  m a ny 

d i f f e r ent  op i n ion s  on eve r y 

i s sue ,  i nc lud ing the i s sue of 

S i no - U. S .  r e l a t i on s .  W hen 

“ ““Foreign relations are just like 
human relations, there needs to 
be mutual trust.”

Voice
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a sked for h i s opin ion on how 

soc i a l  ne t work i ng ac t iv i t ie s  

c a n  p o s s i b l y  i n f l u e n c e 

S i n o - U. S .  r e l a t i o n s ,  P r o f .  

J i a  r e p l i e d  t h a t  we  s t i l l  do 

no t  c om p l e t e l y  u nd e r s t a nd 

s o c i a l  m e d i a ’ s  a f f e c t ,  

b u t  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c u r r e n t 

s i t u a t ion ,  he  de s c r ibed  t wo 

s c e n a r i o s  f o r  u s :  “ O n e  i s  

t h a t  ex t rem i s t s  t a ke cont ro l  

o n l i n e  a n d  p e o p l e  f r o m 

bo t h  cou n t r i e s  c r e a t e  more 

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d 

con fu s ion s by look ing a t  the 

opin ion s of  the ex t rem i s t s .” 

I t  i s  e a s y  to  m i s le ad  people 

i nto th ink ing that  ex t rem i s t  

op i n ion s  on l i ne  r e f l e c t  t he 

m a i n s t r e a m op i n ion  i n  t he 

count r y.  Another scena r io i s  

t h a t  peop le  “u s e  t he  power 

of  the Inter net for the good 

of a l l  and t ake fu l l  advantage 

of  i t  to s t reng then Ch ina-U.

S .  t i e s . ”  T h e  I n t e r n e t 

c a n  b o t h  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

b e  t h e  b e s t  w a y  a n d  t h e 

wo r s t  w a y  t o  g e t  t o  k n ow 

o n e  a n o t h e r ’ s  c u l t u r e  a n d 

d i s cove r  ou r  d i f f e r ence s  a s  

w e l l  a s  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  P r o f 

J i a  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a l l  

up  t o  u s ,  t o  “ look  t h roug h 

c o l o r e d  l e n s e s  o r  c l e a r 

l e n s e s ” ,  a n d  a c c e p t  t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e s  o r  r e j e c t  t h e 

d i v e r s i t y .  C h i n a  a n d  t h e 

U.S. shou ld d im in i sh mutua l  

m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  f o r  t h e 

s a ke of  a  more peace f u l  and 

ha r mon ious wor ld .  

V
e t e r a n  A u s t r a l i a n 

j ou r n a l i s t  Pau l  Ke l l y 

c o n d u c t e d  a  l e c t u r e 

a t  Pek ing Un iver s i t y  ( PKU ) 

on Ma rch 23,  2015.  A s  pa r t 

of  Aus t r a l i an Wr iter s’  Week 

i n  C h i n a ,  P a u l  K e l l y  w a s 

inv ited to speak on the topic, 

“Tr iumph and Dem i se:  The 

R u d d ,  G i l l a r d  a n d  A b b o t 

Year s in Aust ra l i an Pol it ic s”. 

Dur ing the lecture, he spoke 

a t  l e n g t h  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  e c o n o m i c 

cha l lenge s tha t  a re pl agu ing 

Aust ra l i a pre sent ly. 

P a u l  K e l l y  i s  E d i t o r - a t -

L a r g e  a t  T h e  A u s t r a l i a n 

“

“

The lecture was jointly organized by PKU’s 
Center for Australian Studies, as well as the 
Youth League and Student Union of the PKU 
School of Foreign Languages. Paul Kelly’s trip 
to China was supported by Australia’s Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade and hosted 
by the Australian Embassy in Beijing.

a n d  h a s  c o m m e n t e d  o n 

A u s t r a l i a n  p o l i t i c s ,  p u b l i c 

p o l i c i e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

a f f a i r s  for  fou r  decade s .  He 

i s the author of seven books , 

t h e  l a t e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e 

W a l k l e y  A w a r d - w i n n i n g 

T r i u m p h  a n d  D e m i s e ,  i n 

wh ich he ana ly se s the Rudd-

G i l l a r d - R u d d  g ov e r n m e n t 

f rom 2007 to 2013. Di rector 

o f  PK U Au s t r a l i a n  S t ud i e s 

C e n t e r  L i u  S h u s e n ,  B H P 

Bi l l i ton Cha i r  of  Au s t r a l i an 

S t ud i e s  Dav id  Wa l ke r ,  a nd 

a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  t h e 

PK U S cho o l  o f  J ou r n a l i s m 

and Commun icat ion He Shu 

were pre sent at the lecture.

Po l i t i c a l  I n s t a b i l i t y  

I n  h i s  l e c t u r e ,  M r.  Ke l l y 

a r g u e d  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n 

p o l i t i c s  h a v e  g o n e  f r o m 

“ s t a b i l i t y  t o  p r o f o u n d 

i n s t a b i l i t y ”.  F r om 2 0 0 7  t o 

2013, Aust r a l i a  had changed 

pr i me m in i s t e r s  fou r  t i me s . 

Ke l l y  b e l i e ve d  t h a t  t h a t  i t 

w a s  c r u c i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d 

t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a n d  t h e 

u n d e r l y i n g  f o r c e s  b e h i n d 

them.   

M r.  Ke l l y  ex p l a i ned  t h a t 

former pr ime m in i s ter Kev in 

Rudd had waged a “br i l l i ant 

c a m p a i g n ”  a g a i n s t  t h e n 

i n c u m b e n t  J o h n  H o w a r d , 

e v e n t u a l l y  w i n n i n g  a 

conv i nc i n g  v i c t o r y  f o r  t he 

L a b o r  P a r t y  i n  t h e  2 0 0 7 

e l e c t i o n s .  Ye t ,  a s  K e l l y 

a rgued , th i s  wa s ach ieved a s 

pa r t of a pa r tner sh ip w ith h i s 

d e pu t y,  J u l i a  G i l l a r d ,  who 

b e c a m e  t h e  d e p u t y  p r i m e 

m i n i s t e r .  “ R u d d  b e c a m e 

p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  n o t  a s  a 

re su lt of h i s own st reng ths ,” 

K e l l y  b e l i e v e d ,  “ b u t  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h  J u l i a  G i l l a r d .  A s  a 

team, they defeated the team 

o f  J oh n  How a r d  a n d  M a r k 

Va i le in the 2007 elect ions.” 

H owe ve r ,  t h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p 

w a s  n o t  l o n g - l i v e d — t h e i r 

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s 

f r a c t u r e d  a n d  p o l i c y  a n d 

po l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e nc e s  b e g a n 

t o  e m e r g e .  G i l l a r d  w a s 

p e r s u a d e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f 

s e n io r  L a bo r  po l i t i c i a n s  t o 

s i g n  u p  f o r  t h e  “ p o l i t i c a l 

e x e c u t i o n  o f  R u d d ”.  J u l i a 

G i l l a r d  h a d  a n n ou n c e d  o n 

J u n e  2 3 ,  2 0 1 0 ,  t h a t  s h e 

w o u l d  c h a l l e n g e  h i m  f o r 

le ader sh ip  on t he  fo l low ing 

d ay.  K now i n g  he  wou ld  b e 

de fea ted i f  he conte s t ed the 

l e ade r sh ip,  on  t he  mor n i ng 

of the ba l lot , Rudd re s igned 

a s  pr ime m in i s t e r.  A s  Ke l l y 

put it , “the Aust ra l ian publ ic 

woke up one morning to f ind 

t h a t  Gi l l a rd  wa s  now pr ime 

Voice

4342

Paul Kelly
Australian Politics in “Profound Instability”
>  Chia Wai Kian



NEWSLETTER｜PEKING UNIVERSITY SUMMER 2015｜ Issue 31

min i ster of the nat ion”.  

M r .  K e l l y  a r g u e d  t h a t 

t h i s  wa s  t h e  t u r n i n g  po i n t 

for  Au s t r a l i a n pol i t ic s .  Two 

p r i m e  m i n i s t e r - s h i p s  we r e 

d e s t r o y e d .  R u d d  l o s t  h i s 

pos it ion , and Gi l l a rd , a s  the 

i n c o m i n g  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r , 

w a s  a l s o  “ d e s t r o y e d ” , 

“ becau se of  the way she got 

the job”. Kel ly bel ieved that 

G i l l a r d  w a s  n o t  r e a d y  f o r 

t he  po s t ,  “w ithout  a  proper 

agenda a s pr ime m in i s ter, or 

a  proper  t ac t ic  to dea l  w ith 

a n  a n g r y,  r e s en t f u l  Rudd ”. 

G i l l a r d  w a s  r e l e g a t e d  a s  a 

m inor i t y  gover nment le ader 

s o o n  a f t e r  a n d  w a s  f o r c e d 

into a ser ies of dea l s with the 

opp o s i t i on .  Rud d  r e p l a c e d 

her before the 2013 elect ions, 

and then Rudd lost the 2013 

elect ions. 

Economic Challenges

M r.  Ke l l y  i d en t i f i e d  t wo 

“g reat economic t r an s it ion s” 

t h a t  Au s t r a l i a  i s  f a c i n g .  A 

boom i n  t he  m i n i n g  s e c t o r 

d r i v e n  b y  d e m a n d  f r o m 

Ch ina ha s f uel led Aust r a l i a' s 

e c o n o m y  o v e r  t h e  p a s t 

d e c a d e .  Ye t  t h e  “ s t o r y  o f 

b o o m s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  s t a r t 

d r a m a t i c a l l y  a nd  e nd  w i t h 

tear s.” In the l ight of China’s 

s low ing expans ion, Aust r a l i a 

i s  now t r a n s i t i n g  f r om t he 

min ing sector to non-min ing 

sector s, especia l ly the ser v ice 

indust r y. However, accord ing 

to Kel ly,  the ser v ice sector is 

“not exposed to internat iona l 

t r ade ,  not  compet i t ive ,  a nd 

not product ive”. “The serv ice 

s e c t o r  m a k e s  u p  8 0 %  o f 

Aus t r a l i a’s  GDP,” Mr.  Kel ly 

expla ined, “but les s than 15% 

of Aust ra l ian expor t s.” 

Austra l ia is a l so at tempt ing 

to  t r a n s i t  f r o m  i t s  c u r r e n t 

b u d g e t  d e f i c i t  t o  o n e  o f 

s u r p l u s .  M r .  K e l l y  s t a t e d , 

“There wa s  a  s t rong budget 

s u r p l u s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t 

a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s 

f i s c a l  p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h e 

2 0 0 8  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s ,  t h e 

c o u n t r y  s p e n t  o n  we l f a r e , 

h e a l t h c a r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n 

b y  b o r r ow i n g .”  To  r e t u r n 

t h e  b u d g e t  t o  s u r p l u s , 

M r .  K e l l y  i d e n t i f i e d 

t wo method s— spend ing 

reduc t ion s  a nd t a x a t ion 

increa se s , but noted that 

both a re unpopu la r w ith 

the Aust ra l ian publ ic.

 Mr.  Kel ly noted tha t 

cu r r en t  p r i me m i n i s t e r , 

T o n y  A b o t t ,  f a c e s  a 

d a u n t i n g  c h a l l e n g e  a s 

he had “set up a t rap for 

h i m s e l f  i n  h i s  e l e c t i on 

c a mpa i g n  by  p rom i s i n g 

t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u d g e t 

a n d  t o  d o  s o  w i t h o u t 

p a i n ”.  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s 

that Abot t came up with 

w h a t  K e l l y  t e r m e d  a s 

“one of the most r ad ica l 

a nd  u n p o pu l a r  bud g e t s 

i n  Au s t r a l i a n  h i s t o r y ”. 

Abott had imposed higher 

co s t s  on hea l t hc a re  a nd 

u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n 

a n d  c u t  b a c k  o n  s p e n d i n g 

on  we l f a r e ,  e duc a t ion ,  a nd 

o t h e r  a r e a s .  K e l l y  a r g u e d 

t h a t  t h i s  w a s  c o m p ou n d e d 

by  t he  A bo t t  g ove r n men t ’s 

f a i lure to su f f ic ient ly expla in 

t he  p r ob l em t o  t he  pub l i c . 

M r .  K e l l y  c o n c l u d e d  b y 

p r ed ic t i n g  t h a t  Abot t ,  who 

h a s  a l r e ady  been  beh i nd  i n 

t h e  p o l l s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  n i n e 

mon t h s ,  wa s  l i k e l y  t o  f a c e 

d e f e a t  i n  t h e  u p c o m i n g 

e l e c t i o n s ,  “ a n d  a  q u i t e 

s i g n i f i c a n t  one  a t  t h a t ”.  I f 

th i s was to come t rue, Kel ly 

s t a t ed  t h a t  Au s t r a l i a  wou ld 

b e  p l u n g e d  i n t o  g r e a t e r 

instabi l it y. 

Voice

T
h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e 

A s i a n  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

I n v e s t m e n t  B a n k 

(AIIB) ha s d rawn wor ldw ide 

attention, including scholars at 

Peking University (PKU). On 

Apr i l  15, 2015, a roundt able 

d i s c u s s i on  wa s  he l d  by  t he 

PKU Center for Internat iona l 

Po l i t i c a l  E c o n o m y  o n  t h e 

theme: “Asian In f r a s t r ucture 

Inve s tment Bank (A IIB) and 

Reform of Globa l  Economic 

Governance”. Profe s sor s and 

students from the PKU School 

of Internat iona l Studies a long 

w i t h  o f f i c e r s  f r om  v a r i ou s 

foreign representat ive of f ices 

in China attended the meeting.

“AIIB, which was in it iated 

by China, cur rent ly ha s over 

50  fou nd i n g  membe r s .  T he 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n 

that it ha s won i s f a r beyond 

expectat ions. It was very wise 

for AIIB to pos it ion it sel f  a s 

a n  en t i t y  t h a t  concen t r a t e s 

on in f r a s t r uctu re investment 

i n  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  A s i a n 

c ou n t r i e s .  T he  f ou n d a t i on 

o f  A I I B  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e 

r e f o r m o f  g l ob a l  e conom ic 

governance and w i l l  ac t a s a 

d r iv ing force in it .” sa id Dr. 

Yve s  T ibe r g h ien ,  A s soc i a t e 

Profes sor of Pol it ica l Science 

a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Br i t i sh 

Columbi a ,  a t  t he beg i nn ing 

o f  t he  d i s c u s s ion .  He  wen t 

o n  t o  e x p l a i n ,  “ M e m b e r s 

o f  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r 

E c o n o m i c  C o - o p e r a t i o n 

a n d  D e ve l o p m e n t  (OE C D) 

dominated the world economic 

s y s t e m  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r 

I I .  B u t  t h i s  s y s t e m  c a n  no 

longer meet the needs of the 

developing conditions with the 

r i s e  o f  emerg i ng econom ie s 

l i ke  Ch i n a .  Thu s ,  a  r e fo r m 

i s  i m p e r a t i v e .  M o r e o v e r , 

conf l icts among the developed 

countr ies helped faci l itate the 

r i s e  o f  t he  A I I B .  Eu rope a n 

cou n t r i e s  l i k e  F r a nc e  h ave 

long been cr it ica l of Amer ica 

abusing it s hegemony posit ion 

Roundtable Discussion on AIIB at PKU
>  Wang Chao
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and have sought to l im it the 

i n f luence of  the US and US 

d o l l a r .  A p p a r e n t l y,  F r a n c e 

and Germany look forward to 

ba lancing US dominance over 

g loba l f inance by join ing the 

AIIB.”

Dr. Pang Zhongying viewed 

AIIB and the Belt and Road 

(a l so known a s the New Si lk 

R o a d )  a s  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e 

o f  a  n e w  e r a  o f  C h i n a  i n 

international relations. “China 

u s e d  t o  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f 

bul ly ing in modern t imes and 

was forced to open its doors by 

outside powers. But now things 

are changing. These initiatives 

s y mbo l i z e  t he  f i r s t  t i me  i n 

h i s tor y when Ch ina request s 

o t he r  cou n t r i e s  t o  open  up 

t h e i r  m a r k e t s .”  Re g a r d i n g 

the cr it ic i sm aga in st Ch ina’s 

role i n i nter nat iona l  a f f a i r s , 

he sa id: “China is a founding 

member of the United Nations, 

t he  I n t e r n a t ion a l  Mone t a r y 

Fund, and the World Bank, al l 

of which are part of the world 

governance mechan i sm a f ter 

World War II. Also, China has 

made undeniable contr ibutions 

t o  t h e  wo r l d  e conomy  a nd 

i t  de f i n i t e ly  i s  not ,  a s  some 

c r i t ic s  put s  i t— a f ree  r ide r. 

Furthermore, the co-operation 

between China and European 

count r ie s  cou ld enhance the 

r o l e  o f  m u l t i l a t e r a l i s m  i n 

international relations.”

F o r  D r .  C h e n  S h a o f e n g , 

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  t h e 

School of International Studies 

and Deputy Director of Center 

f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Po l i t i c a l 

Economy at PKU, AIIB is not 

on ly benef ic ia l to the world , 

but i s a l so a good chance for 

young student s to par t ic ipate 

in internat iona l organizat ions 

and gain working experience at 

the internat iona l level. Apar t 

f rom th i s ,  he ack nowledged 

the new concept ion of world 

governance behind AIIB. “The 

r ight to speak internat iona l ly 

shou ld not  be a l loca ted ju s t 

accord ing to nat iona l power; 

al l countr ies should have a fair 

chance.” He a lso analyzed the 

background init iat ive of AIIB. 

“A mer ic a’s  ‘Ret u r n to A s i a’ 

st rategy and stagnancy in the 

D oh a  D e ve l o pm e n t  Rou nd 

a r e  t h e  t w o  m a i n  f a c t o r s 

behind the emergence of AIIB. 

The  ba n k w i l l  p romote  t he 

i n t e r n a t i on a l i z a t i on  o f  t h e 

C h i n e s e  Yu a n  a n d  i n  t u r n 

ba l ance the in f luence of the 

US dol lar.” 

Mot ive s  beh i nd  t he  A I I B 

and i t s  e s t imated impac t  on 

r e g i on a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i on a l 

g ove r n a nce  we r e  D r.  Wa ng 

Yong’s  ma in con s ider a t ion s . 

“AIIB rose in response to the 

r e - b a l a n c i n g  o f  t h e  wo r l d 

e c o n o m y  a f t e r  t h e  2 0 0 8 

f inancial cr isis. Though China 

d id a good job hand l ing the 

i mpac t  o f  t he  c r i s i s ,  i t  s t i l l 

h a s  to  f a ce  t he  pre s su re s  o f 

e c o n o m i c  r e - b a l a n c e  a n d 

t r a n s i t i o n .  P r o b l e m s  a r o s e 

when t he  gove r n ment  de a l t 

w i t h  t he  c r i s i s ,  s u ch  a s  i t s 

f o r e i g n  e x c h a n g e  r e s e r v e s 

t h a t  w a s  g r ow i n g  t o o  f a s t 

and an obv ious overcapac it y 

s i t u a t i on ,”  s a i d  D r .  Wa n g , 

w h o  i s  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e 

S c h o o l  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

S t ud ie s  a nd D i rec tor  o f  t he 

PKU Center for Internat iona l 

Pol it ica l Economy. Dr. Wang 

c o n t i n u e d ,  “C h i n a ’ s  r a p i d 

d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e 

c r i s i s  a nd  t he  e x pe c t a t ion s 

f rom the world includ ing the 

developing countr ies for China 

to assume more responsibi l it ies 

s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o 

account .” Dr. Wang bel ieve s 

the AIIB i s Ch ina’s re sponse 

to internat iona l expectat ions, 

and he a l so bel ieves that the 

AIIB wou ld help en la rge the 

supply of  f i n anc i a l  good s i n 

the region, which wil l benef it 

b o t h  C h i n a  a s  we l l  a s  t h e 

entire region.  

A t  t he  conc lu s ion  o f  t he 

rou nd- t ab le  d i s c u s s ion ,  Dr. 

Wang reiterated that “a more 

b a l a n c e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 

powe r  i n  t he  i n t e r n a t i on a l 

a r e n a  w i l l  g i v e  b i r t h  t o  a 

more p lu r a l i s t ic ,  equa l ,  a nd 

d e m o c r a t i c  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

economic governance system. 

The concept of mutual benef it 

as advocated by China wil l be 

the new model of international 

economic co-operation.” 

A 
team led by P rofe s sor 

Lei Xiaoguang from the 

Col lege o f  Chem i s t r y 

and Molecu le Eng ineer ing at 

Pek i n g  Un ive r s i t y  r e c en t l y 

p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l e  t i t l e d 

“A i n s l i a d i mer  A s e l e c t i ve l y 

inhibits IKKα/β by covalently 

binding a conserved cysteine” 

i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  N a t u r e 

Communicat ions on the 27th 

of March, 2015.

Natura l product s and thei r 

d e r i v a t i v e s  h a v e  b e e n  a n 

i nv a l u a b l e  s ou r c e  f o r  d r u g 

d i s cover y.  In add i t ion ,  t hey 

a r e  a l s o  i mpor t a n t  t oo l s  i n 

molecular biomedical research. 

Nat u r a l  produc t s  somet ime s 

h a v e  p h a r m a c o l o g i c a l  o r 

b io log ic a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  c a n 

b e  o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  b e n e f i t s 

i n  t r e a t i n g  d i s e a s e s .  A s 

s u ch ,  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a r e 

t h e  a c t i v e  c o m p o n e n t s  o f 

many t r ad i t iona l  med ic ine s . 

Furthermore, synthetic analogs 

o f  n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  w i t h 

improved potency and sa fet y, 

can be prepared and therefore, 

natu ra l  product s a re of ten 

used a s st a r t ing point s for 

many d rug d i scover ie s .  A 

la rge number of cur rent ly 

prescr ibed drugs have been 

e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  d e r i v e d 

f rom or inspired by natura l 

p roduc t s .  Howeve r ,  due  t o 

t he  i n t r i n s i c  a r ch i t e c t u r a l 

c o m p l e x i t y  o f 

m a ny  natura l 

p r o d u c t s 

a n d  t h e i r 

l i m i t e d 

n a t u r a l 

re sou rce s , 

ident i fy ing 

f u nc t ion a l 

t a rget s  and 

c l a r i f y i n g 

the mechan i sms of ac t ion of 

b i o a c t i v e  n a t u r a l  p r o d uc t s 

have proven to be particularly 

chal lenging. 

P r o f .  L e i ’ s 

t e a m h a s  b e en 

w o r k i n g  o n 

t h e  s y n t h e s i s 

a nd  che m i c a l 

b i o l o g y 

s t u d i e s  o f 

complex natural 

p r o d u c t s  f o r 

many year s. In 
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2 0 1 0 ,  t h e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y 

a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t 

enantioselective total syntheses 

of a ins l iad imer A (1), a s wel l 

as that of other related dimeric 

and tr imer ic sesquiterpenoids. 

T h e y  a l s o  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t 

t h e  a n t i - c a nc e r  a c t i v i t y  o f 

a insl iatr imer A was caused by 

the ac t ivat ion of perox i some 

prol i ferator-act ivated receptor 

(PPARγ).

A b e r r a n t  a c t i v a t i o n  o f 

nuc lea r  f ac tor -κB (NF-κB) 

s i g n a l i n g  p a t h w a y  p l a y s  a 

key role in the in f lammator y 

and immune responses of the 

bod y.  I t  i s  a l s o  r e s pon s i b l e 

for cel l surviva l by regulat ing 

the transcr ipt ion of numerous 

t a rget genes involved in cel l 

p ro l i f e r a t ion ,  ce l l  s u r v iv a l , 

i nva s ion ,  a ng iog ene s i s ,  a nd 

metastasis. Thus, it is associated 

w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 

c ancer  and autoim mune and 

inf lammatory diseases.

I n  pa r t icu l a r ,  IκB k i n a se 

( I K K s)  a r e  we l l  r e cog n i z ed 

a s key regu lator s in the NF-

κB pa t hway,  a nd  t he r e fo r e 

r e p r e s en t  a t t r a c t i ve  t a r g e t s 

fo r  i n t e r ven t ion  w i t h  sm a l l 

molecule inhibitors. A number 

o f  d r u g  c o m p a n i e s  h a v e 

evaluated IKKα/β as a target 

for treatment of inf lammatory 

d i s e a s e s  a n d  c a n c e r s ,  b u t 

h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e  i n h i b i t o r s 

have been ra re. A ins l iad imer 

A (1) i s a st ructura l ly un ique 

a nd  com p l e x  s e s qu i t e r p ene 

l a c tone d imer  w ith 

a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

c a r b o n  s k e l e t o n 

t h a t  wa s  o r i g i n a l l y 

isolated from Ainsliaea 

m a c r o c e p h a l a ,  a 

p l ant  t h a t  h a s  been 

u s ed  i n  t r a d i t ion a l 

C h i n e s e  m e d i c i n e 

f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t 

of  va r ious d i s e a s e s , 

including angina and 

rheumatoid arthritis. 

In this research, they found 

that Ainsl iad imer A inhibited 

i n f l am mat ion and promoted 

tumor cel l  apoptos i s ac t iv it y 

e f f e c t i ve l y  a nd  s p e c i f i c a l l y 

t h rou g h  b io log i c a l  a c t i v i t y 

screening. Then, based on the 

chemica l synthesi s of natura l 

p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  m o l e c u l a r 

probes and the use of chemical 

g e n e t i c s  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e y 

r e ve a l e d  t h a t  A i n s l i a d i me r 

A  (1)  cou l d  d i r e c t l y  t a r g e t 

IK Kα  and IK Kβ.  By mean s 

o f  b i o c h e m i c a l  a n d  m a s s 

s p e c t r u m ,  t he y  d e t e r m i ned 

that Ainsl iad imer A inhibited 

IK K by d i r ec t  a nd cova len t 

m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  C 4 6 

r e s i d u e .  F u r t h e r m o r e , 

comput a t iona l  s t udy showed 

t h a t  A i n s l i a d i m e r  A  w a s  a 

n ov e l  a l l o s t e r i c  i n h i b i t o r . 

Final ly, Ainsliadimer A showed 

a n t i - c a n c e r  a c t i v i t y  w h e n 

t reated w ith adenocarc inoma 

a n d  e x e r t e d  a  c o m p a r a b l e 

e f fec t  to a  ther apeut ic  ant i -

tumor drug.

A in s l i ad imer A selec t ively 

b i n d s  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v e d 

c y s t e i n e  4 6  r e s i d u e  o f 

I K Kα/β  a n d  s u p p r e s s e s 

t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r ou g h  a n 

a l loster ic ef fect, leading to the 

inh ibit ion of both canon ica l 

a n d  n o n - c a n o n i c a l  N F -

κB pa t hway s .  Rem a rk ab l y, 

a i n s l i a d i mer  A i nduce s  ce l l 

death of va r ious cancer cel l s 

a nd repre s se s  i n v ivo t umor 

g r o w t h  a n d  e n d o t o x i n -

m e d i a t e d  i n f l a m m a t o r y 

re spon se s .  There fore ,  i t  h a s 

g reat potent ia l for use in the 

d e ve l o p m e n t  o f  a n t i c a n c e r 

a n d  a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y 

t he r ap ie s .  Accord i ng to  Dr. 

Lei, the pr incipa l invest igator 

o f  t h i s  l a b ,  “ o u r  s t u d i e s 

s u p p o r t  t h a t  a i n s l i a d i m e r 

A  s e l e c t i v e l y  i n h i b i t  I K K 

t h r o u g h  a  n ove l  a l l o s t e r i c 

mechan i sm of ac t ion ,  wh ich 

should pave the way to further 

d e v e l o p  m o r e  e f f i c a c i o u s 

d rug lead s t a rget ing IKK. In 

f ac t ,  s ever a l  pha r maceut ic a l 

c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  c o n t a c t e d 

u s  a n d  s h o w n  i n t e r e s t s  t o 

s e t  up  a  co l l a bor a t ion  w i t h 

u s  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  t h e 

n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t  d e r i v e d 

d r u g  c a n d i d a t e s  b a s e d  o n 

ainsl iadimer A.”

O
n  t he  17t h  o f  M a r ch , 

2 015 ,  j u s t  b e fo r e  t he 

Inter nat iona l  S leeping 

Day,  a  g roup o f  r e s e a rche r s 

led by profes sor Lu Lin f rom 

the Si x th Hospit a l ,  In s t i t ute 

o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h ,  P e k i n g 

Un ive r s i t y,  pub l i s hed  t he i r 

new discover ies in the journal 

S l e e p .  T he y  d o c u me n t e d  a 

n e w  m e t h o d  t o  e l i m i n a t e 

f r i g h t e n i n g  m e m o r i e s  i n 

humans during sleep.

H a v i n g  w i t n e s s e d  o r 

surv ived d isa st rous accident s, 

hu m a n s  m ay  be  h au nt ed  by 

s t r on g  f e e l i n g s  o f  f e a r  a nd 

helplessness, which may cause 

m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  s u c h  a s 

s t re s s  and depre s s ion .  The se 

e x p e r i e n c e s  m a y  r e s u l t  i n 

psych ia t r ic d i sorder s such a s 

ph o b i a s  a n d  p o s t t r a u m a t i c 

s t r e s s  d i s o r d e r ,  wh i ch  m ay 

t h e n  l e a d  t o  d a n g e r o u s 

behav ior s l ike sel f-mut i lat ion 

and suicide. As such forms of 

d isorders are apt to recur and 

a r e  h a r d  t o  e r a d i c a t e ,  t he y 

c a n be  potent i a l l y  l e t h a l  to 

hu m a n s .  P r e s en t l y,  c l i n i c a l 

t reatment s seek to re-expose 

pat ient s to fear memory unt i l 

they get used to it. However, 

t he se  proce s s e s  m ay f u r t he r 

enhance fe a r  a nd u l t imate ly 

do f u r ther ha rm to pat ient s’ 

menta l health, hence result ing 

in more psychologica l trauma. 

As a resu lt , such methods are 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  a c a d e m i c 

circles.
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P r o f .  L u ’ s  t e a m ’ s  n e w 

f i n d i n g s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s 

i s sue of Sleep ind icate a new 

and bet ter poss ible t reatment 

to cure th i s beset t ing menta l 

d i s e a s e .  S l e e p  i s  k now n  t o 

facilitate the consolidation, i.e., 

st rengthening and integrat ion 

o f  newly  fo r med memor ie s , 

i n c l u d i n g  f e a r  m e m o r i e s . 

Reactivation of the underlying 

neurona l memor y t races that 

occur dur ing s low wave s leep 

( S W S)  c au s a l l y  con t r i bu t e s 

to th i s consol idat ion process. 

Impor tant ly, th i s react ivat ion 

can be tr iggered by presenting 

e x t e r n a l  r e a c t i v a t i o n  c u e s 

( r e m i nd e r s )  l i k e  o do r s  a nd 

s ou nd s  d u r i n g  S W S .  T he i r 

study shows that such external 

cueing during sleep can be used 

to ex t ingu i sh fea r memor ies . 

T h i s  f i n d i n g  i s  u s e f u l  i n 

showing that cueing memory 

react ivat ion dur ing s leep not 

o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  b u t  a l s o 

weakens the memory. 

In this study, human subjects 

were f i r st subjected to a fea r 

conditioning procedure, which 

included mi ld uncomfor t able 

e l e c t r i c a l  s hock .  Succe s s f u l 

cond it ion ing wa s con f i r med 

by an increase in subjects’ skin 

conductance response (SCR) to 

the conditioned tone—a signal 

o f  f e a r.  A f t e r  cond i t ion i ng , 

s u b j e c t s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o 

sleep for four hours whi le the 

c on d i t i on e d  t on e  (w i t hou t 

electrical shock) was repeatedly 

pre sented ag a in du r ing s low 

wave s l eep (SWS).  Th i s  r e -

exposu re of the cond it ioned 

tone reduced the subsequent 

fear response compared to two 

other g roups of subject s who 

received a different tone or did 

not rece ive any tone du r ing 

SWS.

The idea to use cues during 

sleep for cutting out a patient’s 

bad memories—memories such 

a s the remova l of tumor s—is 

highly attractive to behavioral 

hea l th prac t it ioner s .  Beyond 

i t s  c l i n i c a l  r e l e v a n c e ,  t h e 

i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  c u e d 

reac t iva t ion of  fea r  memor y 

during sleep can extinguish the 

re spect ive memor y, t ack le s a 

basic scientif ic question in this 

f ie ld : can cueing of memor y 

r e a c t i v a t i on s  du r i n g  s l e e p , 

beyond strengthening exist ing 

a s soc i a t ion s ,  i nduce  new 

l e a r n i n g ?  D o e s  t h e 

bra in, dur ing sleep, 

a s s e s s  whether  or 

n o t  c o n d i t i o n e d 

s t i m u l u s  ( C S ) 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s 

f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e 

u n c o n d i t i o n e d 

stimulus? Alternatively, 

s l e e p  m i g h t  b e 

c o n s i d e r e d  a  s t a t e  i n 

which neural reactivations 

f o r m  m e m o r y 

representat ions in 

“unsupervised” 

c o n d i t i o n s , 

a s  t h e r e  i s 

n o r m a l l y 

no sensory 

i n p u t  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d 

f o r  s h a p i n g  b e h a v i o r . 

E x t i n g u i s h i n g  hu m a n  f e a r 

r e s p o n s e s  b y  p r e s e n t i n g 

cond i t ioned  s t i mu l i  du r i n g 

S W S ,  a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y 

t h i s  r e s e a r ch ,  t e l l s  u s  t h a t 

n e w  l e a r n i n g  d u r i n g  s l e e p 

doe s  i ndeed h appen .  I n  t he 

s ame vein , the se f ind ing s of 

inhibitory learning during sleep 

a re complementa r y to recent 

demonst rat ions of exc it ator y 

l e a r n i n g ,  i . e . ,  c l a s s i c a l 

conditioning during sleep.

T h e  f i r s t  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s 

research i s He Jia , a doctora l 

candidate at Peking University. 

The corresponding authors are 

Professor Lu Lin and Professor 

Tang Xiangdong. This research 

i s suppor ted by the Nat iona l 

Natu r a l  Sc ience Foundat ion 

o f  Ch i n a  a nd  t he 

M i n i s t r y  o f 

S c i e n c e  a n d 

Te ch no log y 

u n d e r  t h e 

N a t i o n a l 

K e y  B a s i c 

Research and 

Deve lopmen t 

Plan.

P
rofessor Gong Qihuang, 

Profe s sor He Qiong y i , 

a nd Wang Meng f rom 

the Institute of Modern Optics, 

S c h o o l  o f  P h y s i c s ,  Pe k i n g 

Univer sit y, have been par t of 

a recent ly publ i shed resea rch 

t it led “Mult ipar t ite Einstein–

Podol sky–Rosen steer ing and 

genuine tripartite entanglement 

with optica l networks”. It was 

published in the Nature Physics 

journal on the 5th of January, 

2015. The paper holds potential 

to the eventual development of 

a cryptographic method known 

a s  q u a n t u m  c r y p t o g r a p h y. 

Quantum cryptography works 

based on a phenomenon known 

as quantum entanglement.

Quantum ent ang lement i s 

a  phy s ic a l  phenomenon th a t 

occur s when pa i r s  or g roups 

of pa r t ic le s  a re generated or 

i n t e r a c t  i n  w a y s  s u c h  t h a t 

t h e  q u a n t u m  s t a t e  o f  e a ch 

pa r t ic le cannot be de sc r ibed 

independently. This means that 

when two entang led par t icles 

a re exam ined , thei r phys ica l 

proper t ie s cou ld be obser ved 

as a whole. For example, in a 

sy stem with two pa r t ic le s , A 

and B, which has a combined 

spin of zero, th i s means that 

the clockwise spin of par t icle 

A  w i l l  e q u a l  t h e  c o u n t e r -

c l o c k w i s e  s p i n  o f  p a r t i c l e 

B.  However,  t he i ntere s t i ng 

scenario occurs when one tr ies 

to take measurement of a single 

entangled particle in the system. 

The act of trying to measure a 

s ing le par t icle would be ak in 

to causing an act ion upon the 

system, which wou ld in turn 

affect the behavior of the other 

pa r t ic le .  Th i s  mea n s  t h a t  i t 

would be impossible to know 

whether  t he other  pa r t ic le ' s 

equal and opposite act ion was 

a  r e su l t  o f  en t a ng lement  o r 

a re su lt of the mea surement. 

This was descr ibed by A lber t 

Einstein, Bor is Podolsky, and 

Na t h a n  Ro s e n  i n  t h e  1935 

paper t it led, "Can Quantum-

Me ch a n i c a l  De s c r i p t i on  o f 

Physical Reality Be Considered 

Complete?"

The paper proposes to take 

advant age of  the knowledge 

of quantum ent ang lement to 

create quantum cryptography. 

Quantum cryptography works 

on the basi s of the pr inciples 
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o f  q u a n t u m  t h e o r y,  t h a t  a 

measurement a lways changes a 

system. The paper dea lt with 

t he  t he o r y  o f  c r e a t i n g  a nd 

mea su r ing Ein s te in’s  t ype of 

“spooky” ent ang lement over 

many different locations (cal led 

s i t e s).  A s a  re su l t ,  whenever 

there is an eavesdropper trying 

to intercept a message encrypted 

b y  q u a n t u m  c r y p t o g r a phy, 

the act of eavesdropping wi l l 

inevitably result in changes in 

the encrypt ion system. Hence 

a n  e ave sd roppe r  c a n  a lway s 

be detectable by some means. 

Th i s i s a fundamenta l re su lt , 

but nonetheles s ha s potent ia l 

a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g 

security of communication. The 

application would be a type of 

quantum cryptography, in this 

ca se one ba sed on E in s te in’s 

entanglement.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r 

M a rg a r e t  D.  Re id  f rom t he 

Centre for Quantum and Optical 

Science, Swinburne University 

of Technology, Austra l ia, “the 

idea is to use the entanglement 

to create a ‘key’ that can then 

be used for encoding a message. 

T h i s  d i f f e r s  f r o m  e x i s t i n g 

encryption methods which rely 

on the mathematical dif f iculty 

o f  ( for  ex ample)  f ac tor i z i ng 

numbers to keep the key secure. 

It is postulated that a quantum 

computer would provide a way 

to break cu r rent  enc r ypt ion 

schemes.” The signi f icance of 

this research is that, quantum 

cr yptography, when cor rect ly 

u s e d  w i t h  e n t a n g l e m e n t , 

p r ov id e s  a b s o lu t e  s e c u r i t y. 

S u ch  t e ch no l o g y  t h e r e f o r e 

ho l d s  i m m e n s e  b e ne f i t s  t o 

h igh secur it y sec tor s such a s 

the mi l it a r y and the bank ing 

industry.

Ad d i t ion a l  a dv a n t a g e s  o f 

quantum cryptography include 

qu ant um sec re t  sh a r i ng  a nd 

one-sided device-independent 

cryptography. This means that, 

even if the computer terminals 

a t  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  s t a t i o n 

h ave  b e en  h a cke d ,  r e l i a b l e 

encryption of messages can be 

ach ieved th rough encr ypt ion 

of messages on the transmitting 

end .  Howeve r ,  a s  qu a n t u m 

c r y p tog r aphy  i s  s t i l l  i n  t he 

development st age, it i s ha rd 

to pred ict the future of thei r 

implementation.

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  r e c e i v e s 

f u nd i n g  f r om t he  Na t ion a l 

Natural Science Foundation of 

China, the State Key Laboratory 

of A r t i f ic i a l  Microst r uctu re, 

and the Mesoscopic Physics and 

Qu a n t u m Phy s i c a l  S c ience s 

2011 Col laborative Innovation 

Center.

P
r o f e s s o r  Chen  X i n g ’s 

team f rom the Beij ing 

N a t i o n a l  L a b o r a t o r y 

for Molecu l a r  Sc ience s ,  Key 

L a b o r a t o r y  o f  B i o o r g a n i c 

C h e m i s t r y  a n d  M o l e c u l a r 

Eng ineer ing of the Min i s t r y 

o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  C o l l e g e 

of Chem i s t r y and Molecu l a r 

E n g i ne e r i n g  a nd  Sy n t he t i c 

and Funct iona l Biomolecu le s 

Cen t e r ,  Pek i n g  Un ive r s i t y, 

a nd  t he  Pek i ng  Un ive r s i t y-

Ts i nghua Un iver s i t y  Cente r 

f o r  L i f e  S c i e n c e s ,  r e c e n t l y 

p u b l i s h e d  a  r e s e a r c h  t h a t 

hold s  potent i a l  to  f i nd ing a 

cure for cancer. It was t it led 

“C a r bon  n a no t ub e - a s s i s t e d 

opt ica l ac t ivat ion of TGF-β 

s i g n a l i n g  b y  n e a r - i n f r a r e d 

l ight”. The research paper was 

published online in the Nature 

Na notech nolog y jou r n a l  on 

the 16th of March, 2015.

Cancer  h appen s  when the 

growth of cel l s in the human 

body grows out of control. The 

mutated cel l s may congregate 

and form cancerous tumors in 

our body. In order to control 

the growth of cel ls in our body, 

there ex ist many compl icated 

and highly-regulated pathways. 

O n e  s u c h  p a t h w a y  i s  t h e 

Transforming Growth Factor 

β  ( TGF -β)  c e l l - s i g n a l i n g 

pathway. The TGF-β regulates 

many developmenta l processes 

of the cel ls in our body, which 

i s cruc ia l for cont rol l ing the 

g rowth of cel l s  in our body. 

There fore ,  a  ma l f unc t ion of 

TGF-β  pa t hway m ay re su l t 

in var ious d i sea ses, includ ing 

c a n c e r  a nd  k i d ne y  f a i l u r e . 

Because TGF-β is involved in 

numerous impor t ant cel lu l a r 

p r o c e s s e s ,  f i n d i n g  w ay s  t o 

control the TGF-β act ivat ion 

pathway i s crucia l to f ind ing 

cure for these diseases.

Prof. Chen Xing’s team has 

found a  way to  u se  l i g ht  to 

cont rol the TGF-β pathway. 

T he  f u nd a men t a l  s c i en t i f i c 

p r e m i s e  i s ,  a s  c e l l s  i n  ou r 

h u m a n  b o d y  r e s p o n d s ,  t o 

varying degree, to signals from 

ou r  e x t e r n a l  e nv i r on me n t , 

the usage of these signals wi l l 

a l low us to control the TGF-β 

pa t hway.  Spec i f i c a l l y,  t he se 

signa l s have ef fect on var ious 

c e l l  b e h a v i o r s  i n c l u d i n g 

ce l l  g row t h ,  m i g r a t ion  a nd 

dif ferentiation. 

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s 

o f  l i g h t  on  t he  ce l l s  i n  t he 

human body. Photoact ivatable 

p r o t e i n s  h a v e  e m e r g e d  a s 

a  powe r f u l  t o o l  t o  con t r o l 

m o l e c u l a r  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  I n 

m a n y  e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h e s , 

ultraviolet and visible l ight are 

the most commonly used l ight 

sources to activate these l ight-

sensitive proteins. However, as 

ultraviolet or visible l ight have 

l im ited t i s sue penet rat ion, so 

the se  method s  a re  gener a l l y 

u n u s a b l e  i n  t h e  r e a l m s  o f 

f u nd a ment a l  r e s e a r che s  a nd 

in the appl icat ions of cl in ica l 

treatments.

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  s e e k s  t o 

overcome cur rent l im itat ions 

by ut i l iz ing the sing le-wal led 

ca rbon nanotube (SWCNT)-

a s s i s t e d  a p p r o a c h .  T h i s 

approach enables near-infrared 

l ight- t r iggered ac t iva t ion of 

the TGF-β pathway.

In l iving organisms, TGF-β 

i s  noncova l en t l y  a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h  a  l a t e n c y - a s s o c i a t e d 

p e p t i d e  ( L A P )  a s  a  l a t e n t 

complex, known a s the sma l l 

l a t e n t  c o m p l e x  ( S L C ) ,  t o 

i n h ib i t  i t s  a c t iv i t y.  TGF-β 

signal transduction is activated 

when  a nd  whe r e  TGF -β  i s 

relea sed f rom LAP and binds 

i t s  c e l l  s u r f a c e  r e c e p t o r s . 

Chen Xing’s group conjugated 

S L C  o n t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f 

S WC N Ts  ( S WC N T- S L C ) . 

B a s e d  on  t he  l o c a l  he a t i n g 

via the photothermal ef fect of 

SWCNTs, act ive TGF-β was 

released under NIR irradiation 

a n d  o p t i c a l  a c t i v a t i o n  o f 

T G F -β  s i g n a l i n g  p a t hw a y 

was achieved. They tested this 

s t rateg y both in v it ro and in 

vivo. 

Ac co r d i n g  t o  L i n  L i a n g , 

c o - a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  w o r k , 

“ t h i s  m e t h o d o l o g y  c o u l d 

b e  g e n e r a l i z e d  f o r  v a r i ou s 

p r o t e i n s  b y  c o n j u g a t i n g 

complexe s  o f  p ro t e i n s  w i t h 

t h e i r  b l o c k i n g  a n t i b o d i e s 

onto SWCNTs. The protein s 

ca r r ied by nanomater ia l s can 

get into cel ls much easier, and 

p r o t e i n s  d i r e c t l y  d e l i ve r e d 

i s  u sua l ly not e f fec t ive.  The 

Prof. Chen Xing’s Team Discovered 
Carbon Nanotube-assisted Optical 
Activation of TGF-βSignaling by Near-
Infrared Light     >  Li Wei
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m e t h o d o l o g y  a l l o w s  t h e 

ac t iva t ion o f  ce l lu l a r  s i g n a l 

t r a n s d u c t i o n s  w i t h  h i g h 

temporal and spatia l precisions 

o f  l i g h t ,  w h i ch  c ou l d  l e a d 

t o  a  n e w  m e t h o d  t o  c u r e 

disease including cancer in the 

future.” 

Ph . D.  s t u d e n t  L i n  L i a n g 

and undergraduate student Liu 

l i n g  f r om P ro f e s s o r  Chen’s 

g roup a re  t he co - author s  o f 

this research. Chen Yeguang’s 

g r oup  f r om  S cho o l  o f  L i f e 

Sciences, Tsinghua University 

and Timothy Spr inger’s group 

f rom Harvard Univer sit y a l so 

took part in the research. This 

work is supported by National 

Science Foundat ion of China, 

the MOST Project of Ch ina, 

and funded by the St ate Key 

Laboratory for Turbulence and 

Complex Systems (LTCS).

C
h o l e r a  i s  a n  a g e - o l d 

d i sea se tha t  a f fec t s  an 

e s t imated 3 -5 m i l l ion 

people worldwide and resu lt s 

i n  10 0 , 0 0 0 -12 0 ,0 0 0  d e a t h s 

each year. The disease is caused 

by a fami ly of bacter ia named 

Vibrio cholera (V. cholera). 

R e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  s i n c e 

i d e n t i f i e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t 

mole cu le s ,  wh ich  m ay  ho ld 

the key to curing cholera. The 

f irst molecule under research is 

ca l led 3’3’-cycl ic-GMP-AMP 

(3’3’-cGAMP). This molecule 

i s  gener a ted f rom guanos ine 

t r i p h o s p h a t e  ( G T P )  a n d 

adenosine t r iphosphate (ATP) 

by V. cholera. It was shown to 

be responsible for it s ef f icient 

i n t e s t i n a l  co lon i z a t ion  a nd 

chemotax is regu lat ion, which 

are vital processes as V. cholera 

ca r r ie s  out  i t s  a t t ack on the 

host body. 

The second molecu le th a t 

i s  u nd e r  r e s e a r ch  i s  c a l l e d 

2 ’ 3 ’ - c y c l i c - G M P - A M P 

(2’3’-cGAMP). Found in the 

body of mammals, it serves as 

the f i r s t  ba r r ier i n the f ight 

a g a i n s t  p a t hogen  i n fe c t ion . 

I t  d o e s  s o  b y  t r i g g e r i n g 

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n 

t he  hu m an body to  counte r 

infection by V. Cholera. 

B o t h  3 ’ 3 ’ - c G A M P  a n d 

2’3’-cGAMP belong to a group 

of molecu les known as cycl ic 

d i-nucleot ide s  (c-d i-NMPs). 

This group of molecules acts as 

intracellular second messengers, 

modulating a variety of cel lular 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

growth, reproduction and death 

o f  ce l l s .  Hence ,  r e s e a rche r s 

a re pa r t icu la r ly intere sted in 

control l ing the level of c-d i-

N M P s  i n  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y 

through control ling the rate of 

their degradation. The group of 

molecules that is responsible for 

the degradation of c-di-NMPs 

is known as phosphodiesterases 

(PDEs). 

H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  o t h e r 

t y pe s  of  c-d i-NMPs i nc lude 

c - d i - G M P  a n d  c - d i - A M P, 

whose deg r ad a t ion ha s  been 

ex tensively stud ied, no PDEs 

h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t e d  t o  b e 

responsible for the hydrolyzation 

of cGAMP. Th i s means that , 

ti l l now, researchers have been 

unable to effectively control the 

level of cGAMP in the human 

body.

Recent ly, a re sea rch team, 

led by Professor Jiang Zhengfan 

from the School of Life Sciences, 

Peking University, has identif ied 

and character ized three PDEs 

wh ich a re ab le  to hyd rolyze 

3 ’ 3 ’ - c G A M P  p r o d u c e d  b y 

V.  c h o l e r a e  (d e s i g n a t e d  a s 

V-cGAP1/2/3). They achieved 

th i s feat th rough a del icately 

designed eukaryotic screening 

system. 

They  d i s cove r ed  t h a t  t he 

h igh spec i f ic i t y of  V-cGAPs 

have been revea led by the in 

v it ro cGA MP ac t iv i t y a s s ay, 

which is on the 3’3’-cGAMP. 

H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  P D E s  d o 

not  work on other  for m s of 

V-cGAPs including 2’3’, 2’2’, 

3’2’-cGAMP. 

It has been determined that all 

V-cGAPs linearize 3’3’-cGAMP 

into 5’-pApG, while V-cGAP1 

f u r t he r  hyd ro ly ze s  5’-pApG 

to  p roduce  5’-ApG,  du r i n g 

wh ich it  f unc t ion s a s  both a 

PDE a nd  a  5’-nuc l eo t id a s e . 

Fu r ther in v ivo exper iment s 

f o u n d  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f 

V-cGAPs i s s t rong ly induced 

by 3’3’- cGA MP produc t ion , 

a nd  t h a t  t hey  exe r t  c r uc i a l 

function in regulating bacterial 

c h e m o t a x i s  a n d  i n t e s t i n a l 

colonization, thus infectivity.

This breakthrough answered 

the question of how cGAMPs, 

the newly d i scovered second 

m e s s e n g e r s ,  a r e  d e g r a d e d . 

A s  G ao,  t he  f i r s t  au t hor  o f 

the a r t icle sa id , “We prov ide 

insights into the understanding 

of the regulator y mechanisms 

o f  c G A M P  s i g n a l i n g  i n 

b a c t e r i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  V. 

choler a .  The new ident i f ied 

PDEs in our work, V-cGAPs, 

cou ld be an idea l  t a rge t  for 

ant i-cholera d rug s cl in ica l ly. 

At the same t ime, our resu lt s 

a l s o  g i v e  v a l u a b l e  c l u e 

f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d 

characterization of mammalian 

2 ’ 3 ’- cGA M P- spec i f i c  PDE s 

i n  f u t u r e  s t ud i e s .”  T hou g h 

noth ing i s  known about the 

deg r ad a t ion of  2 ’3’-cGAMP, 

which plays a vital role in innate 

immune responses to pathogenic 

DNA in mammalian cel ls, the 

high specif icity of V-cGAPs on 

3’3’-cGAMP suggests that there 

should be 2’3’-cGAMP-specif ic 

PDE(s).

The a r t ic le  wa s  publ i shed 

on l i ne  on Apr i l  3 ,  2015,  i n 

the Cel l Research journa l . It 

was a l so elected a s the cover 

page ar t icle of the May issue. 

Professor Dinshaw J. Patel from 

M e m o r i a l  S l o a n - K e t t e r i n g 

Ca nce r  C en t e r  h i g h l i g h t e d 

t he i r  r e s e a r ch  i n  a n  a r t i c l e 

named “V-cGAPs: at tenuators 

o f  3 ’ 3 ’- cGA M P s i g n a l i n g”. 

According to Prof. Patel, “the 

large amount of insightful data 

p re s en t ed  by  Gao e t  a l .  h a s 

elucidated detailed information 

reg a rd i ng t he ident i f ic a t ion 

a n d  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f 

3 ’ 3 ’ - c G A M P - s p e c i f i c 

pho sphod ie s t e r a s e s ,  t he reby 

p rov id i n g  v a lu ab l e  i n s i g h t s 

i n t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f 

the regulator y mechanisms of 

cGAMP signaling in bacteria.” 

He also mentioned that further 

s t r u c t u r a l  w o r k  w o u l d  b e 

nece s s a r y  to under s t a nd the 

intermolecular interactions.

T h e i r  w o r k  h a s  d r a w n 

great academic attention upon 

publ icat ion. Prof. Römling of 

Karol inska Inst itutet, Sweden, 

has invited Prof. Jiang to write a 

review on this highlighted f ield 

for the journal Current Opinion 

in Microbiology.

Gao Juyi and Tao Jianli from 

Jiang’s lab and Dr. Liang Weili 

from Chinese Center for Disease 

Control and Prevention are co-

f irst authors of this article, and 

they per for med exper iment s 

on biochemistr y, cel l biology, 

a nd  g e ne t i c s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y. 

Corresponding authors are Prof. 

Su X iaodong and Prof . Ji ang 

Zhengfan f rom School of Life 

Sciences.
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Giving

O
n Apr i l  17,  2 015 ,  t he 

f irst award ceremony for 

the “Peking University 

Yangxin Lotus Virtue Awards” 

was held at Peking University 

( PK U ).  Ten  p r i z e -w i n n i n g 

students were each awarded a 

f ive thousand Yuan scholarship 

each. The award was established 

back in December 2013, and 

it was donated by Yang Xin—

a 92-yea r old profe s sor f rom 

the PKU School of Philosophy. 

T h e  a w a r d  a i m s  t o  h o n o r 

students who have demonstrated 

e xe m p l a r y  mo r a l  ch a r a c t e r 

a nd a  s t rong sen se  o f  soc i a l 

responsibi l it y whi le pur su ing 

academic excellence. 

A t  t h e  c e r e m o n y,  P r o f . 

Ya n g  X i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e 

establ ishment of the "Yangxin 

Lotus Vir tue Award" was not 

on l y  i n t e nd e d  t o  c u l t i v a t e 

the nex t generat ion but a l so 

t o  a ch i e ve  h i s  ow n  d r e a m . 

He expre s sed th a t  he wou ld 

cont i nue h i s  e f for t s  to r a i se 

m o r e  m o n e y  s o  t h a t  m o r e 

students can benef it f rom the 

award. 

C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  P K U 

Counci l Zhu Shan lu at tended 

the ceremony and expre s sed 

h i s hea r t felt apprec iat ion for 

Prof. Yang Xin’s generosity. In 

his speech, he stated that Prof. 

Yang X in' s  sp i r i t u a l  pu r su i t 

a n d  t h e  m o r a l 

v a l u e s  t h a t  h e 

ho l d s  t o  w he n 

d e a l i n g  w i t h 

p e o p l e  w e r e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of PKU’s spi r it . 

Ch a i r m a n  Zhu 

hoped  t h a t  t he 

c a m p u s  c o u l d 

p r o d u c e  m o r e 

s t u d e n t s  w i t h 

s u c h  n o b l e 

character. 

The ceremony a l so marked 

the establishment of the "Lotus 

V i r t ue  Soc ie t y",  wh ich  wa s 

set up under the in it iat ion of 

Prof. Yang Xin to promote the 

s t udy and spread ing of lotu s 

and Mount Tai cu lture. Prof. 

Yang Xin is the advisor of the 

societ y and Cha i rman Zhu i s 

its honorary president; the ten 

pr ize-winning students are it s 

f irst members. 
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Peking University Yangxin Lotus 
Virtue Award
>  Sohn Mina
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Website:    www.pkuef.org  

Peking University  
Education Foundation

     How to Give 

O
n  A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 015 ,  a 

ceremony  wa s  he ld  a t 

Ying jie Exchange Center 

of  Pek ing  Un iver s it y  ( PKU ) 

to mark the est abl i shment  o f 

t h e  Y i f a n g  S e n i o r  Ta l e n t 

F u n d .  X u  Yo n g ,  t o g e t h e r 

with his wife Chen Jing, who 

g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  P K U 

S cho o l  o f  L i f e  S c i e n c e s  i n 

1982 a nd 1985, re spect ively, 

signed an agreement donat ing 

10 m i l l ion Yuan to enhance 

t h e  f a c u l t y  q u a l i t y  a n d 

teach ing env i ronment of the 

School of Li fe Sciences. PKU 

V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  G a o  S o n g 

a nd Dea n o f  S choo l  o f  L i f e 

Sciences Wu Hong attended the 

ceremony. As a symbol of  PKU’ 

s  apprecia t ion and g r at it ude, 

D r .  X u  Yon g  a n d  h i s  w i f e 

C h e n  J i n g  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d 

w i t h  t h e  PK U E d uc a t i on a l 

Contr ibut ion Award.

A t  t h e  c e r e m o n y ,  V i c e 

P re s ident  Gao expre s sed h i s 

h e a r t f e l t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e 

couple’s e st abl i shment of the 

Yi f a ng Sen ior  Ta len t  Fund . 

H e  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e 

fund, the la rgest donat ion by 

t he  S choo l  o f  L i f e  S c ience s 

a lumni, would be v ita l to the 

f u t u r e  d e ve l opme n t  o f  l i f e 

s c i ence s  educ a t ion  a t  PK U. 

M o r e o v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  9 0 t h 

ann iver sar y of School of Li fe 

Sc ience s  a round the cor ner, 

t h i s  newly  e s t ab l i s hed  f u nd 

has par t icular signi f icance. 

A s  o u t s t a n d i n g  a l u m n i 

o f  PK U,  D r .  X u  Yon g  a nd 

Chen J i ng  a l so  sh a red  t he i r 

s tudy ing and ent repreneur ia l 

ex per ience  w i t h  s t udent s  a t 

the ceremony. They expressed 

h o p e  t h a t  t h e  f u n d  w o u l d 

c on t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  S cho o l ’ s 

bid to become a wor ld- c l a s s 

inst itute.

Yifang Senior Talent Fund Set Up for 
School of Life Sciences
>  Liu Meina
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Laozi Statu e

Standing r ight in f ront of the Centre for the Studies of Analyt ic 
Phi losophy (CSAP), Peking University, Laozi stands ta l l and f irm, a 
posture bef itt ing of someone of his stature. The statue was presented 
to Peking University School of Phi losophy class of 1982 as a g if t to 
commemorate the School’s centennial anniversary.

Laoz i was a ph i losopher and poet of ancient China. He i s best 
known as the reputed author of the Tao Te Ching and the founder 
of phi losophical Taoism, but he is a lso revered as a deity in rel igious 
Taoi sm and t r ad it iona l Ch ine se re l ig ion s . A lthough a legenda r y 
f igure, he i s usua l ly dated to around the 6th century BC. As with 
most other ancient Chinese ph i losopher s, Laozi of ten expla ins h i s 
ideas by way of paradox, ana logy, appropr iat ion of ancient say ings, 
repetit ion, symmetry, rhyme, and rhythm. 

It is thus both appropr iate and bef it t ing to have a statue of Laozi 
standing r ight in f ront of CSAP, welcoming v isitors to an excit ing 
world of phi losophy.


