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PhD Scholarships



K.U.Leuven China PhD Excellence Fund

Scholarships for PhD studies at the top research centers of 
K.U.Leuven
Scholarships cover students’ expenses for the duration of  
their study (normally four years): 

- a monthly allowance (between €1.347 - €1.762)
- social security covering health insurance,

occupational hazard & occupational
illness

- student card which gives access to all
student facilities 

- PhD students don’t pay tuition fee
- free buss pass. 



Participating Research 
Groups



Science, Engineering and Technology



Participating Research Groups

• Wave Propagation & Signal Processing – ElectroMagnetic and 
Elastic Waves

• Molecular Design and Synthesis, Department of Chemistry
• Microelectronics and Sensors (MICAS), Department of 

Electrotechnical Engineering 
• Centre of Microbial and Plant Genetics (CMPG)
• Center for Processing Speech and Images (PSI), Department of 

Electrical Engineering 
• Centre of Plasma Astrophysics
• Animal Physiology and Neurobiology
• COSIC - COmputer Security and Industrial Cryptography
• Nuclear Solid State Physics", Institute for Nuclear and Radiation 

Physics 



Specific projects can be found on the website



Example of Project Description



Biomedical Sciences

Hospital
Academic



Participating Research Groups

• Research Group “Neurodegenerative Diseases”
• Research Group “Laboratory of Angiogenesis and 

Neurovascular link”, Vesalius Research Center (VRC), VIB
• Research Group “Gastrointestinal Motility and Sensitivity”, 

Translational Research Center for Gastrointestinal 
Disorders (TARGID); 

• Research Group “The Laboratory of Ion Channel 
Research”, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 

• Research Group “Stem Cell Institute Leuven (SCIL)” 
• Research Group “In vivo Molecular Imaging Research 

consortium – IMIR” 
• Research Group “Move-Age: European program on 

prevention of mobility loss with ageing” 



Specific projects can be found on the website



Example of Project Description



Step by step



The PhD Fund – step by step

STEP 1: Visit www.kuleuven.be/cn for an overview of 
participating top research groups and offered PhD positions 
within the K.U.Leuven China PhD Excellence Fund. 
Online application is possible until 15 November 2011. 
You can apply for max 3 positions.

STEP 2: Eligible candidates are invited for a first interview by 
Leuven professors: 12 - 16 December 2011. 
Invitations for the interview will be sent out on 2 December 
2011. 

http://www.kuleuven.be/cn�


The PhD Fund – step by step

STEP 3: A  high level academic team from K.U.Leuven conducts 
interviews in Shanghai & Beijing with these candidates 
-> from 12 - 16 December 2011.  
Interviewed candidates showcase their exceptional academic 

background, social & intercultural skills 
and English proficiency.

STEP 4: Selected applicants are 
presented to the participating top 
K.U.Leuven research groups and 
departments
-> December/January 2012. 



The PhD Fund – step by step

STEP 5: Possibilities for direct communication between 
candidates and their K.U.Leuven promotors. (by email or 
skype): in depth content discussion of the research
-> beginning of January 2012. 

STEP 6: Final offers/decisions are sent out to all candidates
-> mid February 2012. 



Application Procedure



Application Procedure
Eligibility criteria:

- applicants should have a Master degree or should be 
graduating from their Master in 2011

- applicants should have excellent knowledge of English 
(comparable to an IELTS score of min. 7 or TOEFL ibt of 
100

- applicants should have an excellent academic record and 
a profound interest in academic research



Application Procedure

Interested candidates should register and fill in the online 
application form.
On the application form fill in following fields as indicated: 

• Page 1 - Status: Doctoral programme
• Page 1 – Are you applying for a vacant PhD position? Please give the 

exact number: K.U.Leuven China PhD Excellence Fund
• Page 1 – Please give the exact title of the project as on the website of 

the doctoral school: Name of the Research Group you are applying for + 
(max.) 3 projects you are interested in

• Page 6 : - Are you applying for a scholarship in order to attend this 
programme: yes – K.U.Leuven China PhD Excellence Fund

• Page 7 - Additional information and motivation. Please give your 
motivation: Leave this field blank; describe your motivation in a 
separate document of at least half a page which you upload as an 
attachment (mandatory). State clearly why you want to pursue PhD 
studies at K.U.Leuven and why you consider yourself as a suitable 
candidate for these projects.



Application Procedure 

Is explained in Chinese on the website of the K.U.Leuven 
China PhD Excellence Fund



Application Procedure



Application Procedure

Once the application form has been submitted, you can upload
the required documents:
• Copy of obtained diploma’s (Bachelor / Master) in Chinese 

AND English
• Copy of transcripts (Bachelor / Master) in Chinese AND 

English
• English CV
• Proof of English Proficiency (preferably TOEFL or IELTS)
• Motivation Letter 
Once you have uploaded all these documents, don’t forget to 
submit your application. 



Documents to be uploaded



Selection



Selection criteria

The evaluation of the applications will be done by a small top 
noch team of K.U.Leuven professors who will travel to China 
to interview the Chinese PhD candidates. Evaluation will be 
based on

- Academic profile of the applicant: obtained diploma’s, 
grades and rankings

- English proficiency
- Social and intercultural skills
- Research interest and expertise
- Motivation for international study



More information?



Contact

• 中国： Mr. David Xu
鲁汶大学驻中国联络办公室代表
南京西路1601号，38楼
上海200040
Tel : + 86 21 61373241 
Email: david.xu@kuleuven.be

• 比利时： Ms. Vicky Wandels 
亚洲联络员
鲁汶国际办公室
Naamsestraat 63/5001
3000 Leuven
Tel: +32 16 32 42 37 24
Email: vicky.wandels@int.kuleuven.be

mailto:david.xu@kuleuven.be�
mailto:vicky.wandels@int.kuleuven.be�


To get in touch with students and alumni

• 鲁汶中国学生联盟网站: www.csal.be
• 鲁汶中国校友俱乐部网站: 

www.kuleuven.be/international/chinalumni

http://www.csal.be/�
http://www.kuleuven.be/international/chinalumni�
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